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Arafat hails Washington Declaration 

£ GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser A rafat weF 
corned a joint declaration signed Monday by King Hussein and 
Israefi Pnme Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Washington at 
formally ending 46 years of war. "1 appreciate very mnch what has 
been done and I congratulate" President Bill Clinton, King 
Hussein and Mr. Rabin, Mr. Arafat said here. The Monarch and 
Mr. Rabin signed a declaration effectively ending 46 yean of war 
and paving the way to a fan peace treaty. “This is a continuation of 
the peace process, for an everlasting peaceful solution in the whole 
area,” Mr. Arafat told reporters at an inauguration ceremony lor a 
temporary port in Gaza. Mr. Arafat expressed hope that Syna and 
Lebanon would follow suit, and said the declaration would ni« 
bdp with Israefi -Palestinian negotiations. 
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Christopher plans another Mideast trip 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher announced Monday that he will make another visit to 
the Middle East in the first half of August to encourage peace talks 
between Israel and Syria. “We will continue working hard on that 
track,” Mr. Christopher said when asked what the chances were of 
Israel and Syria reaching a peace accord by the end of the year. “I 
an reluming to the region some rime during the first half of 
August. We will sec if we can make some progress then,” he told a 
White House news conference after Israel and Jordan had signed a 
declaration ending 46 years of hostilities. Mr. Christopher also said 
it was possible that the United States would write off Jordan's 
existing debt. Mr. Christopher said that the administration had 
already started discussions of easing Jordan's (jebt burden with key 
members of Congress. President Bill Clinton telephoned Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad shortly after King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed the Washington Declaration' 
on the White House lawn Monday, a high-ranking administration 
official said. 
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King declares end to state of war # Rabin says document closest to peace treaty 

Open borders for tourists, phone and power grids to be linked and talks to be held on boycott 

Israel pledges to give priority to 
Jordan’s historic role in Jerusalem 
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Former Premier 
Heath slams ‘far 
right* 
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By Jordan Times Staff 
with agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
IsraeH Prime Munster Yit- 
zhak Rabin signed here Mon- 
day an historic declaration 
ending 46 years of war and 
bringing them closer to a 
peace treaty. 

* The Washington Declara- 
tion, which was also 
by U.S. President Bill 
ton, was ratified after the first 
summit between a Jordanian 
monarch and an Israeli leader 
at die White House. 

; “What we have accom- 
plished and we are commit-, 
ted to is the end to die state 
of war between Jordan and 
IsraeL,” King Hussein said 
after the signing. 

“We have been able to 
take an historic step which we 
hope and pray will be to die 
benefit of our peoples within 
nor entire region, Jorda- 
nians, Israelis and others,” 
the Monarch said. 

“This is the moment of a 
co mm itment and of a visioa,” 
be added. 

Sitting at die same desk 
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establish Palestinian self- 
rale, King Hussein and Mr. 
Rabin promised “to bring an 
end to bloodshed and sor- 
row” between Jordan and 
Israel. 

The King patted Mr. Rabin 
on the shoulder and they 
shook hands. 

The Song, who saw his 
grandfather. King Abdullah 
assassinated in 1951, defied 
today’s extremists with a step 
designed to lead to a peace 
treaty. Glancing towards Mr. 
Rabin, who commanded 
Israeli forces in the 1967 war. 
King Hussein promised “we 
will meet as often as we are 
able and as required to 
hepherd this process.” 
Americans, Israelis and 
ordanians sat on metal fold- 
ng chairs, rapt by the history 
infolding before them, but 
also wilting in the heat. They 
every assertion of 
and some fanned 
to break the still 
air. 

. One of the most important 
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dements in the Washington 
Declaration, which officials 
said should be considered not 
as a declaration of principles 
but a summary of what has ' 
been happening in die past 
two and a half years of nego- 
tiations, is a clear Israeli 
undertaking to respect the 
“special role of the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan in 
Muslim holy shrines in Jeru- 
salem.” 

“When negotiations on the 
permanent status will take 
place, Israel wfl! give high 
priority to tibe Jordanian his- 
toric role in these shrines,” 
the declaration says (see full 
text)- 

Thc King was visibly over- 
come by emotions. 

“Out of all the days of my 
life, I do not believe there is 
one such as this in terms of 
the feelings, the emotions re- 
lating to a long, long struggle 
in memory of those who pas- 
sed away, die memories of 
the victims of war, feelings 
towards the ptjsent and the 
future, feelings of responsibi- 
lities towards generations to 
come in Israel and Jordan, all 
die Arab World and our en- 
tire region,” he said 

Mr. Clinton, outinring de- 
tails of the document on the 
South Lawn of the White 
House before the three lead- 
ers signed it, said that it 
aimed to aid “generations of 
hostility, blood and tears.” 

The leaders of Israel and 
Jordan were dedaring “with 
die world as their witness that 
they have solemnly ended the 
state of belligerency between 
them” and pledging to settle 
their differences “by peaceful 
means,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“Under the Washington 
Declaration, Jordan and 
Israel have agreed to con- 
tinue vigorous negotiations” 
to reach a peace treaty and 
the two leaders have agreed 
to personally meet as often as 
it fakes to seal an agreement, 
Mr. Clinton said. 

They also agreed to fake 
steps to normalise relations 
ana resolve by peaceful 
means disputes over issues 
ranging from water to the 
bonder. 

“As of today, Jordan and 
Israel have agreed to fake die 
first practical steps to draw 


their people together,” Mr. 
Clinton said, with the intro- 
duction of direct telephone 
links, electricity grids mid an 
international air corridor. 

Jordan and Israel would 
also discuss an end to econo- 
mic boycotts, cooperate in 
crime fighting, notably 
against drags, and open new 
bonier crossings. 

“The declaration we have 
signed just now here in 
Washington is the closest 
tiling to a treaty of peace,” 
Mr. Rabin said after the sign- 
ing ceremony on the South 
Lawn of the White House. 

“Even though our work 
has not yet ended, it is my 
hope and belief that not long 
from today we shall return to 
sign a final and permanent 
treaty of peace.” 

King Hussein and Mr. 
-Rabin paid tribute to the 
United States, particularly 
Mr. Clinton, for its efforts in 
reaching a Middle East peace 
agreement. 


On that occasion Mr. Ara- 
fat held out his hand and Mr. 
Rabin hesitated before grasp- 
ing it. 

Before the White House 
ceremony. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said the 
declaration Mr. Rabin and 
King Hussein would sign 
“moves the parties mnch 
closer together.” 

“It is really a day for the 
history books,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said on television. 
“We’re going to transform 
the landscape of the Middle 
East.” 

With U.S. help, Israeli and 
Jordanian officials Sunday 


the declaration. 

Mr. Christopher said it 
“accelerates the process to- 
wards a peace treaty.” 

“I think it’s a matter of 
months until there’s a formal 
peace agreement between the 
two of them,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. “Much of the 
groundwork will be laid oat 



“Millions of eyes all over, in the joint declaration (Mon- 
the workL are^watchmg as 7 day)." • — - 


His Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime 
on at the White Boose Monday (AFP photo) 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin shake hands as U.S. President Bffl Clinton looks 


with great relief and great 
joy,” Mr. Rabin said. 
“Another nightmare of war 
may be over.” 

Before meeting in the 
White House to put the 
finishing touches on the dec- 
laration, Mr. Rabin and King 
Hussein greeted each other 
with a handshake and a warm 
smile. 

Mr. Rabin said their hand- 
shake “symbolises much 
more than two people who no 
longer fake op arms against 
one another.” He said he 
looked forward to the day 
when such greetings would 
become routine. 

“Your Majesty, the entire 
state of Israel is shaking your 
band,” he told King Hussein. 

Welcoming them to the 
White House, President Clin- 
ton said, “On this morning of 
promise these visionary 
‘statesmen from ancient lands 
have chosen to heal the rift 
that for too long has divided 
their lands.” 

The warmth between Mr. 
Rabin and King Hussein was 
in sharp contrast to the res- 
traint when Mr. Rabin met 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat at the White House 
last September. 


Following axe major excerpts 
from the speeches delivered 
prior to the signing of the 
declaration: 

President Clinton: History is 
made when brave leaders 
find the power to escape the 
past and create a new future. 
Today, two snch leaders 
come together as we welcome 
King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
the White House on this ex- 
traordinary occasion. 

On this morning of prom- 
ise, these visionary statesmen 
from ancient lands have 
chosen to heal the rifts that 
for too long have divided 
their peoples. They have seen 
the outlines of a better day, 
where others have seen dark- 
ness; they have sought peace 
in place of violence. On both 
sides of the River Jordan, 
there have lived generations 
of people who thought this 
day would never come. King 
Hussein and Prime Minister 
Rabin have reached out to 
each other across the river to 
build a future where hatred 
gives way to hope. 

The Koran instructs ns, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Critics of peace process on low 
wavelength as summit is held 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — On what the 
opposition declared a day of 
“national mourning” there 
were no black flags in the 
streets of the capital. Nor 
were there signs of any popu- 
lar anger about His Majesty 
.King Hussein’s first public 
meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The only exception to the 
normalcy of life in the capital 
and other cities in the King- 
dom was a one-hour sit-in in 
downtown Amman attended 
\by about 200 representatives 
of eight political parties and 
some professional unions. 

The sit-in, which followed 
a week of fiery statements by 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) and other leftists and 
pan-Arab parties urging the 
mobilisation of the people 
against what they called the 
subjugation to Israeli and 


American dictates, repre- 
sented a “symbolic opposi- 
tion" to the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process. 

The sit-in declared Mon- 
day a “black day in the his- 
tory of our nation.” But its 
organisers presented no evi- 
dence that this view is shared 
by the majority of the Jorda- 
nian people. All indications 
in the capital Monday were 
that the people did not see in 
the Washington summit the 
gloomy implications that the 
opposition tried to prop- 
agate. 

IAF sources say they opted 
for this “symbolic opposi- 
tion” to show the govern- 
ment that they can voice their 
rejection of the develop- 
ments in the peace process in 
a “constitutional, legal and 
civilised way.” 

Analysts, however, say the 
Islamists and other opposi- 
tion parties opted for low- 
profile expression of their 


stand to avoid direct, and 
definitely losing, confronta- 
tion with the regime, espe- 
cially that the King is perso- 
nally involved in the negotia- 
tions. 

By restricting their opposi- 
tion to fiery statements, 
which reached a limited num- 
ber of people, and the short- 
lived sit-in in Amman, the 
Islamists were making a stand 
for history, observers say. 

By issuing the statements, 
the opposition can say they 
took a stand against the 
peace talks in harmony with 
their rejection of peace with 
Israel; and by limiting their 
opposition to a symbolic one, 
they avoided a confrontation 
with the regime. 

Though thmr attacked the 
government for preventing 
the “other point of view from 
reaching the people." the 
opposition said the govern- 
ment did not interfere in the 
sit-in though it showed re- 


servations about its tune and 
place. 

IAF spokesman Hamzeh 
Mansour told the Jordan 
Times the decision to restrict 
the sit-in to one of “symbols 
and not a popular rally” was 
taken by the leadership of the 
parties that organised it. 

But in a sign of the division 
among the Islamists on how 
to react to the Washington 
summit, hawkish IAF Depu- 
ty Hammam Said charged the 
"government did every thing 
to prevent the sit-in from 
materialising.” 

Despite assertions by Mr. 
Mansour that the opposition 
has “a programme for its 
activities to express its rejec- 
tion” of what is happening on 
the Jordaman-Israeii ’ track of 
the peace negotiations. Dr. 
Said said the “opposition's 
reaction does not correspond 
with the gravity and serious- 

( Continued on page 12) 


Washington Declaration sets the way for peace agreement 


Following is the hill text of the Washington Dec larati on 
- j * y jjjs Majesty King Hussein mid Israeli Prime 
Yitzhak Rama on Monday ' 

(The Washington Declaration 

July 25, 1994 

A. After generations of hostility, blood and tears and in the 
wake of years of pain and wars. His Majesty King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin are determined to bring 
an Mid to bloodshed and sorrow. It is in this spirit that His 
Majesty ling Hussein of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the prime minister and minister of defence, Mr. 
Yitzhak Rabin of Israel, met in Washington today at the 
invitation erf President William J. Clinton of the United 
States of America. The initiative of President William J. 
Clinton constitutes an historic landmark in the United 
States’ untiring efforts in promoting peace and stability in 
fee Middle East. The personal involvement of the presi- 
dent has made it possible to realise agreement on the 
content of this historic declaration. The signing of tins 
declaration bears testimony to the president's virion and 
deration to the cause of peace. 

B. In their meeting. His Majesty King Hussein and Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin have jointly reaffirmed the five 
underlying principles of their understanding on an agreed 
common agenda designed to reach the goal of a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace between the Arab states and die 
Palestinians, with Israel. . 

1. Jordan and Israel aim at the achievement of a just, 

lasting and comprehensive peace between Israel and its 
neighbours and at the conclusion of a treaty of peace 
between both countries. . 

2. The two countries will vigorously continue their 
negotiations to arrive at a state of peace, based on Security 


Council resolutions 242 and 338 in all their aspects, and 
(bunded on freedom, equality and justice. 

3. Israel respects the present special role of the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan in Muslim holy shrines in 
Jerusalem. When negotiations on the permanent status will 
fake place, Israel win rive high priority to the Jordanian 
historic role in these shrines. In addition, the two rides 
have agreed to act together to promote interfaith relations 
among the three monotheistic religions. 

4. The two countries recognise their right and obligation 
to live in peace wife each other as well as with all states 
within secure and recognised boundaries. The two states 
affirmed their respect for and acknowledgement of the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence 
of every state in the area. 

5. The two countries derire to develop good neighbourly 
relations of cooperation between them to ensure lasting 
security and to avoid threats and the use of force between 
than. 



D. Following this declaration and in keeping with the 
agreed common agenda both countries will refrain from 
actions or activities by either side that may adversely affect 
tire security of the other or may prejudice the final outcome 
of negotiations. Neither side will threaten the other by use 
of force, weapons or any other means against each other 
and both sides will thwart threats to security resulting from 
all lands of terrorism. 

£L His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin took note of the progress made in the bilateral 
negotiations within the Jordan-Israel track last week on 
lhe steps decided to implement the sub-agendas on 
benders, territorial matters, security, water, energy, en- 
vironment and die Jordan- Rift Valleys. In this framework, 
mindf ul of items of the agreed common agenda (borders 


and territorial matters) they noted that the boundary 
sutveommission has reached agreement in July 1994 in 
fulfillment of part of the role entrusted to it in the 
sub-agenda. They also noted that the sub-commission for 
water, environment and energy agreed to mutually recog- 
nise, as fee role of their negotiations, fee rightful alloca- 
tions of the two sides in Jordan River and Yarmouk River 
waters and to fully respect and comply with the negotiated 
rightful allocations, in accordance with agreed acceptable 
principles with mutually acceptable quality. 

Similarly, His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin expressed their deep satisfaction and pride 
in the work of the trilateral commission in its meeting held 
in Jordan on Wednesday, July 20, 1994, hosted by the 
Jordanian prime minister. Dr. Abdul Sal am Majali, and 
attended by Secretary of State Warren Christopher and 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. They voiced their pleasure 
at the association and commitment of fee United States in 
this endeavour. 

F. His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin believe that steps must be taken to both overcome 
psychological barriers and to break with the legacy of war. 
By working with optimism towards the dividends of peace 
for all the people in the region, Jordan and Israel are 
determined to shoulder their responsibilities towards the 
human dimension of peacemaking. They recognise imba- 
lances and disparities are a root cause of extremism which 
thrives on poverty and unemployment and the degradation 
of human dignity. In this spirit. His Majesty King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin have today approved a 
series of steps to symbolise the new era which is now at 
hand: 

1. Direct telephone links will be opened between Jordan 
and Israel. 

2. The electricity grids of Jordan and Israel will be linked 
as part of a regional concept. 

3. Two new border crossings will be opened between 
Jordan and Israel — one at the southern tip of Aqaba-Eilat 


and the other at a mutually agreed point in the north. 

4. In principle free access will be given to third country 
tourists travelling between Jordan and Israel. 

5. Negotiations will be accelerated on opening an 
international air corridors between both countries. 

6. The police forces of Jordan and Israel will cooperate in 
combating crime with emphasis on smuggling and particu- 
larly drug smuggling. The United States will be invited to 
participate in this joint endeavour. 

7. Negotiations on economic matters will continue in 
order to prepare for future bilateral cooperation including 
the abolition of all economic boycotts. 

All these steps are being implemented within the 
framework of regional infrastructural development plans 
and in conjunction with the Jordan-Israel bilaterals on 
boundaries, security, water and related issues and without 
prejudice to the final outcome of the negotiations on fee 
items included in the agreed common agenda between 
Jordan and Israel. 

G. His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin have agreed to meet periodically or whenever they 
feel necessary to review the progress of the negotiations 
and express their firm intention to shepherd and direct fee 
process in entirety. 

H. In conclusion. His Majesty King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin wish to express once again their 
profound thanks and appreciation to President William J. 
Clinton and his administration for their untiring efforts in 
furthering the cause of peace, justice and prosperity for all 
the peoples of the region. They wish to thank the president 
personally for his warm welcome and hospitality. In 
recognition of their appreciation to the president. His 
Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
have asked President William J. Clinton to sign this 
document as a witness and as a host to their meeting. 

His Majesty King Hussein/Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin/President William J. Clinton. 
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U.S. to rule soon on 
Saudi diplomat’s 
request for asylum 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States will decide 
soon whether to grant asylum 
'to a Saudi diplomat who 
claims that Washington's 
closest Arab ally was bank- 
rolling a secret nuclear 
weapons programme with 
Iraq, his lawyer said Sunday. 

“We are expecting a deci- 
sion shortly ... within 
weeks,** lawyer Michael 
Wildes told Reuters. 

Mr. Wildes said Moham- 
mad A1 Khilewi, who has 
been in hiding near New 
York since fleeing Saudi Ara- 
bia’s mission to the United 
Nations in May to seek poli- 
tical asylum, had increased 
security precautions since a 
new warning Friday from a 
U.S. government agency of a 
plot by the Saudi government 
to kidnap him and his family. 

*T received a telephone call 
. late Friday afternoon from a 
* — security/intelligence agen- 
cy which informed me that 
they bad come upon informa- 
tion that there was a plot to 
usher our client out the coun- 
try. kidnap him and return 
him to Saudi Arabia," Mr. 
Wildes said. 

He said the U.S. agency 
told him there appeared to be 
a difference of opinion 
among Saudi rulers as to 
whether Mr. Khilewi, the 
highest-ranking Saudi official 
to turn against his country’s 
government, should be kid- 
napped. 

Saudi agents after the Gulf 
war seized Mohammad A1 
Fass, a dissident member of 
the royal family wanted in 
Riyadh on corruption 
charges, from Jordan and spi- 
rited him to prison in Saudi 
Arabia, Western diplomats 
and Saudi sources say. 

Mr. Khilewi, a nuclear ex- 
pert who was second in com- 
mand at the U.N. mission, 
revealed after he fled the 
'embassy that he has 13,000 
documents which he says 
show a pattern of corruption, 
terrorism and human rights 
abuses by Riyadh, Washing- 
ton’s Gulf war partner and 
one of its biggest oil sup- 
pliers. 

In his latest bombshell, he 
told the Sunday Times news- 
paper he had transcripts of 


meetings . and other docu- 
ments showing that Saudi 
Arabia helped fund Iraq’s 
nuclear programme as part a 
secret 20-year campaign by 
Riyadh to acquire its own j 
nuclear weapons. 

At a 1989 meeting which 
Mr. Khilewi attended the 
Saudis pledged funding for 
Iraq’s nuclear programme 
and handed over specialised 
equipment Iran could obtain 
nowhere else, me paper said. 

According to the Sunday 
Times, tne documents 
showed the Saudi rulers had 
given Iraq up to SS billkm for 
its nuclear programme. 

There was no way to aut- 
henticate the documents and 

U.S. officials bad no immedi- 
ate comment 

A spokesman for the Saudi 
embassy in London said he 
could not comment while' 
British Foreign Office offi- 
cials said they had not seen 
the newspaper report. 

Washington and Riyadh 
formed a major Westem- 
Arab coalition to drive Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf war and later went 
to great effort to help ensure 
that Iraq's nuclear weapons 
.programme was permanently 
dismantled. 

Mr. Wildes said be did not 
expect any more meetings 
between Mr. Khilewi and 
U.S. immigration officials, 
whom the lawyer said took 
the unprecedented Step of 
interviewing the Saudi diplo- 
mat outside their immigra- 
tion offices for security 
reasons. 

The U.S. decision is seen 
by human rights groups as a 
key test of American human 
rights policy towards Riyadh, 
which is also one of the big- 
gest world buyers of Amer- 
ican arms. 

Human rights laws adopted 
by Washington require the 
United States to grant asylum 
to anyone who faces a well- 
founded fear of persecution if 
returned to their own 
country. 

Washington almost never 
openly criticises Saudi Ara- 
bia, a dosed and conservative 
kingdom under fire from hu- 
man rights watchers. 



HISTORIC TURN: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
(left), U.5. President Bffl Clinton (right) and His Majesty 
King Hnsseha stand on the podium during ceremonies in the 
Rose Garden of the White House on Wednesday. King 




Hussein and Mr. Rabin later signed a declaration of peace 
designed to end bostifittes between the two countries (AFP 
photo) 


Israel reportedly delaying permits for hardliners 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel is holding 
back the entry of several 
dozen members of the 
Palestinian Central Council 
(PCC) despite having issued 
permission in principle since 
the factions they belong to 
oppose the autonomy accord, 
Palestinian sources said Mon- 
day. 

They said the PCC mem- 
bers were calling daily at the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) mission here 
seeking word on their entry 
to the autonomous areas of 
Jericho and Gaza Strip. 

Israel informed the PLO 
last month that it had 
approved in principle a list of 
more than 450 Palestinians, 
over 100 of them PCC mem- 
bers, to enter the auton- 
omous territories, but have 
not sent the full list to the 
PLO, tiie sources said., 

“The Israelis are sending a 


few names every now and 
then, keeping everyone gues- 
sing," said one source. “It 
seems that they are giving 
preferential treatment to our 
comrades in Fateh and re- 
legating others.” 

That was a reference to the 
mainstream PLO group 
headed by Yasser Arafat 
which supports the Israel- . 
PLO autonomy accord. 
Other factions which are rep- 
resented in the PCC but 
oppose the self-rule deal in- 
clude the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), the second 
and third largest PLO fac- . 
tions after Fateh. 

Only a handful of PFLP 
and DFLP have been allowed 
into Jericho and Gaza since 
autonomy began in May, the 
Palestinian source srfid.’ 
“There are nearly 40 mem- 
bers of the committee still 
awaiting Israeli permission to 


go in,” said the source. 

PLO officials said the mat- 
ter was out of their hands. 
“The approval and permit 
have to come from the Israeli 
side, and as tong as we don’t 
receive it there is little we can 
do from Amman ” said a 
PLO official. 

“We see a dirty game play- 
ed by Arafat," said a DFLP 
activfst. “Apparently he 
wants Fateh people in place 
before allowing others be- 
cause he feels that a strong 
presence of DFLP and PFLP 
in Gaza and Jericho will 
undermine bis political base 
there." 

But Independent Palesti- 
nians disagreed. They said 
Mr. Arafat had little control 
over Israeli approvals for en- 
try of Palestinians and that it 
was the Israelis who were 
delaying the entry of the 
hardliners. ■ ' - 

“They even kept (Samir) 
Gbosheh waiting for weeks,” 
said a Palestinian activist who 


said he did not belong to any 
faction. Mr. Ghoshefa, head 
of the Popular Struggle Front 
(PSF), was aHowedto go in 
only last week to assume 
office as minister of labour in 
the self-rule cabinet. 

Mr. Ghosheh’s group is 
critical of the self-rule deal, 
but it decided to accept Mr. 
Gbosheh's nomination to the 
autonomy cabinet “because it 
felt that it is better to work 
from within rather than being 
isolated," according to a 
PLO source. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has said he would 
allow all members of Palesti- 
nian councils to enter Gaza 
and Jericho ahead of an ex- 
pected meeting of the 
parliament-like Palestine 
National Condi. But he has 
also said that some of them 
may not be allowed to stay on 
since-they are directly impli- 
cated in violent resistance 
activities against Israel in the 
past. 


Israel’s arms industry tries converting to peace 


By Dan Perry 
The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Israel’s most 
famous export has long been 
the Uzi. symbol of a country 
that not only lived by the 
sword, but perfected and sold 
it. 

The compact, folding sub- 
machine gun became a 
weapon of choice for secret 
services, and extremists, 
around the world. 

But now the global arms 
business is in a slump and 
Israel is pursuing peace with 
the Arabs, so what to do with 
an industry that was a leader 
in earning foreign currency? 

A finance ministry report 
released lost week showed 
record losses of almost SI 
billion for state-run arms 
companies in 1993, despite 
efforts to streamline and find 
new markets. 

Many Israelis see the 
answer in converting military 
technology to rivilian ap- 
plications, the same chal- 
lenge facing the United 
States. Russia and other 
countries with large military 
industries. 

Reuven Krupik, an eco- 
nomist dedicated to conver- 
sion. said Israel can show the 
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way. 

“We have this huge de- 
fence sector and we have a 
great need to convert it,” he 
said. “Other countries ha- 
ven't encountered the prob- 
lem to this extent." 

Computerised systems de- 
veloped for military use are 
being adapted for products 
ranging from walkie-talkies 
to an anti-tailgating device 
that measures the distance 
between cars. 

Lee lacocca, the former 
Chrysler chairman, tested the 
device here last month and 
the maker, Silicon Heights, 
has installed it on a test car 
sent to the United Stales. 

Such innovations were on 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's mind when he told 
the graduating class at the 
Israeli engineering university 
Technion: “We must find 
ways to shift more and more 
to entirely different fields in 
research and development. 
(Otherwise) tens of 
thousands of jobs will be 
lost.” 

In the United States, 1995 
orders for military aircraft 
are down 86 per cent from a 
decade ago and the market 
for tanks has vanished, the 
U.S. publication Defence 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctcarofo&r. 

Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba.' winds will be northerly 
moderate an'd seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 20132 

Aqaba 24 40 

Deserts 18 1 35 

Jordan Valley 23 7 38 

Ycacrday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 41. Humidity 
leadings: Amman 21 per cent. 
Aqaba 18 per call. 


News reported. The Amer- 
ican aerospace industry has 
laid oft 10 per cent of its 
workers. 

Among Israeli companies, 
the largest 1993 loss — $450 
million — was recorded by 
Israel Aircraft Industries. 

Moshe Ortasse, head of 
the electronics division, said 
it hoped to bounce back by 
selling business jets instead of 
fighters. The company de- 
veloped an executive jet in 
the early 1980s and has sold 
several hundred. 

“We hope rivilian projects 
will constitute 40 per cent of 
our revenue in a few years," 
Mr. Ortasse said. 

Aircraft industries also is 
developing a civilian satellite. 
Ofeq. and a blood-cell scan- 
ner that uses radar technolo- 
gy for early cancer detection. 

Mr. Ortasse sees the 
greatest potential in using 
Israel's experience with small 
military air bases to sell de- 
veloping countries “radars, 
air traffic management and 
everything they need” for 
small airports. 

Such plans come too late 
for the 3,000 aircraft indus- 
tries employees, nearly one- 
fifth of the total, being laid 
off this year. The other state- 


owned military giant, Israel 
military industries, has cut its 
staff from 11,000 to just over 
4,000 in three years. 

These are humbling de- 
velopments for an industry 
that, by some estimates, 
accounted for 40 per cent of 
industrial production several 
years ago. 

Israel still sells $2 billion 
worth of military hardware 
abroad every year, but the 
share of the total exports of 
$15 billion is declining, said 
Gad Levin, deputy director 
of the Israel export institute. 

“Israel is breaking free of 
its dependence on the de- 
fence industries, but it is a 
process and not a revolu- 
tion," Mr. Levin said. 

Israel’s effort to become 
self-sufficient in arms began 
after France, then its main 
arms supplier, embargoed 
shipments during the 1967 
Middle East war. 

By the 1980s, Israel was 
building tanks and aircraft, 
exporting Uzis and Galil 
rifles and adding electronic 
improvements to the Amer- 
ican aircraft in its air force. 

Along the way. ethics occa- 
sionally suffered. 

Investigators concluded in 


the 1980s that Israel was 
South Africa's largest arms 
supplier, in violation of U.N. 
sanctions. Israel sold arms to 
ostracised military govern- 
ments in Guatemala and 
Argentina. In 1989, it was 
found to have shipped 500 
assault rifles that ended up in 
the hands of a Columbian 
drug cartel. 

Secrecy still shrouds arms 
exports and most of Israel’s 
customers are developing na- 
tions, but officials insist that 
today's dealings are more 
scrupulous. Israeli experts 
are said to be upgrading 
military aircraft and tanks' in 
countries as diverse as Roma- 
nia, Chile, the Philippines 
and China. 

Uzia Galil, chairman of the 
private electronics firm Elbit, 
said the weapons business is 
an echo of the past. 

“Israel’s image is slowly 
shifting from arms merchant 
to high-tech for civilian pur- 
poses, both hardware and 
software,” he said. “Our next 
step is to really break into 
consumer markets abroad.” 

Most of Elbit’s busi- 
ness has been military and 
the company still is engaged 
in upgrading fighter planes. 


but 'Mr. Galil said civilian 
goods and services now 
account for half of the $600 
million in annual sales. 

As an e? pie, he said 
employees previously en- 
gaged in defence projects are 
producing television sets for 
export. 

An Israeli company that 
made security fences for 
. national frontiers now pro- 
vides security systems for 
clients as diverse as Bucking- 
ham Palace and Los Angeles 
Mass Transit. Another uses 
night-vi$ion technology in a 
camera that records blood 
flow during heart-bypass 
surgery. 

A company started by Mr. 
Krupik, the promoter of con- 
version, markets a wireless 
telecommunication network 
that utilises frequency- 
hopping technology de- 
veloped for missile guidance. 
It is developing a process that 
will use military laser tech- 
nology to remove:, resistors 
from silicon chips.- 

Mr. Krupik cautions . that 
conversion is not all smooth 
sailing. After all, he said. 
“You’re taking people who 
for years were trained to 
secrecy and telling them to go 
out and seD their products." 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hannti Mansour 750197 

Dr. ftirouq Ncuir 7X66XTI 

Dr. Khakkmn Kloub 816715 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77R336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 6376N1 

Nuiiouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBfD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hilu .... 279773 
Alqucfe pharmacy (■— J 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Gtansun Al Faqih 906130 

Khatifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Coni rol Centre 6371 1 1 


uvu ucicrtcc ucpartmcni ool 1 1 i 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617IOI 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PhNjC Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

price Complaint? 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774] M 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elect ria tv Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Ini). Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN! 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


iMmlidi Matcnuiy. j. /umi 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity, J. Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malha&. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171, '4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 660(27/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashralwh 775 U 1/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Ama] Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
IRE ID: 

Pnnass Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Cathohc Hospital (02)272275 

Urn Al Nafces Hospital ,.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ai the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

04:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur(RJ) 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08^0 Dhahran (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 .... Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

I&50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

J*® Cairo (RJ) 

"’"XU PranWurt (RJ) 

18:40 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (OS) 

“ Caho (MS) 

Muscat. Al ’Am. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

Wyadb(SV) 

Romc(AZ) 

Paris. Beirut (AF) 


Aideed men hold area f 
around Mogadishu port 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Mogadishu warlord General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed s 
Somali National Alliance 
(SNA) says its gunmen con- 
trol the area around the 
capital’s U.N.-guarded port. 

TTie announcement by 

SNA-run radio followed 
dashes between the SNA and 
supporters of rival warlord 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad which 
killed at least two people and 
wounded six. 

The radio said the SNA 
had taken control of the port 
area to ensure its smooth 
working, and no arms would 
be allowed to be brought in 
there. SNA units had cor- 
doned off the area, it said. 

Egyptian U.N. peacekeep- 
ers guard the seaport but 
have repeatedly come under 
fire in the past week from 
what U.N. officers said were 
disgruntled dock workers 
loyal to the SNA. 

Radio Mogadishu, which 
supports Ali Madhi Moham- 
mad, reacted to the SNA 
announcement by conde- 
mning the move as sabotage 
of an agr eement between the 
two factions to keep the sea- 
port open. 

The radio said the SNA 
was “closing the port 
whenever it wants and ob- 
structing the flow of general 
traffic and the emergency re- 
lief services.” 

The statement accused the 
SNA of illegally levying taxes 
on tr a ffic using the port, and 
called on U.N. peacekeepers 
to ensure the port and airport 
were available to everyone. 

“We are waiting for a satis- 
factory explanation on this 
matter,” it added, warning 
that “ imm ediate and grave 
consequences” would follow 
if the situation continued. 

The U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM), which 
has been avoiding direct con- 
frontation with the rival fac- 
tions since the march with- 
drawal of U.S. forces who 
became embroiled in clashes 
with Gen. Aideed's militia. 


made no immediate comment 
on the SNA mow. 

The dan-based feud be- 
tween Aideed and Ali Mabdi 
supporters killed about 
30,000 people after the oust- 
ing of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre in 1991. Famine 
caused by the war killed 10- 
times that number of 
Somalis. , , , , 

During Saturday s dashes, 
stray shells crashed into U.N. 
compounds in Mogadishu. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Zubair Chatta said riv- 
al militiamen fought with 
anti-tank rockets, cannon 
and small aims and three 
stray shells caused minor 
damage to U.N. vehides. - 

A stray bullet wounded a* 
Pakistani warrant officer, he 
said. 

Although the fighting 
eased in the afternoon, 
roadblocks were in operation 
and large numbers of militia- 
men and technicals — vehi- 
cles mounted with medium to 
heavy calibre weapons — i 
were" seen on the streets of 
the capital. 

U.S. military officials said 
the rival Mogadishu warlords 
appeared to be arming for 
wider dan warfare and there ^ 
was no sign of a peace settled 
ment between them. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, bruised by its failure to 
bring peace to Somalia de-; 
spite brokering peace talks, is 
to decide at the end of 
September whether to extend 
its mandate there or pull out. 

Gunmen also ambushed a 
U.N. food convoy in Moga- 
dishu on Sunday ana hijacked • 
two food trucks and a milit-. 
ary vehide. 

A U.N. spokesman said no • 
casualties had been reported*, 
from the ambush. 

Spokesman Chatta said 
Sunday's ambush was at a- 
notorious roadblock near a! 
traffic circle, where an air- 
port road enters central- 
Mogadishu. Bangladeshi 
troops were escorting the: 
convoy. 7 


Sudan raises new border 
dispute in letter to U.N. 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan has 
complained about Egypt to 
the U.N. Security Council, 
accusing the Cairo govern- 
ment of sending troops south 
of the 22nd Parallel and 
avoiding talks on a peaceful 
settlement of their disagree- 
ments. 

A Sudanese government 
statement said Foreign Minis- 
ter Hussein Suleiman Abu 
Saleh had asked the council 
to urge Egypt to reverse 
military and administrative 
steps it has taken in the 
Halaib triangle on the Red 
Sea coast and south of 
Argeen, a village near the 
Sudanese town of Wadi Hai- 
fa. 

Egypt and Sudan have 
both claimed sovereignty 
over the Halaib area for some 
years but the dispute over the 
Argeen area is new and has 
been little publicised. 

The statement, released by 
the Sudanese embassy in 
Cairo on Monday, said: "The 
Egyptian government has 
worked systematically to 
reinforce its presence not 
only in the disputed Halaib 
area but also, and for the first 
time, in the Argeen border 
area. 

“(This is) south of the 22nd 
Parallel, which Egypt asserts 
divides 'the two countries, 
and it is an area which at no 
time in the past has been in 
dispute between the two 
countries.” 

According to a map sent to 
Reuters by the Sudanese 
embassy, Egypt has set a 
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military post on the West 
Bank of the Nile about half- 
way between Wadi Haifa and 
the village of Argeen, which 
itself lies just south on the 
22nd Parallel. Jj» 

The map shows that Egypt ■ 
already had two military 
camps within a salient of 
territqjry which juts north of 
the 22nd Parallel and which 
most maps mark as 
Sudanese. 

The Sudanese statement • 
(fid not say when the Egyp- 
tians moved in but one 
Sudanese foreign ministry 
official mentioned the 1 
Argeen problem to reporters 
in Khartoum in June. 

The Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman was not 
available to comment on the 
dispute but the Arabic- 
language international news- 
paper Al Hayat quoted him 
on Monday as saying Egypt 
did not intend to reply to the 
Sudanese allegations. 

Abu Saleh said the Khar- 
toum government had repe- 
atedly invited the Egyptians 
to send a delegation to Khar- 
toum to follow up a foreign 
ministers meeting in Cam) 
last July. 

“Sudan has kept pressing . 
for the meeting but the Egyp- 
tian side has not even taken 
the trouble to reply to the . 
invitation,” the Sudanese 
statement said. 

Mr. Abu Saleh's letter also ' 
asks toe Security Council to 
urge Egypt to enter into 
negotiations with Sudan oh . 
the dispute. .* ft 


hijaz railway 
. train 

Dtp. Amna a ... 8:00a.m. every Monday ' 
Arr. Damasan 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus 7 JO ajn. every Sunday 
Ait. Amman .... 5:00 p. m . every Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Vppcr/hiwcr price in fib per kg. . 

601V 500 

Banana (Mukammari 620 

140/80 

S?" 200/ 120 

Cucumbers (small) 200/120 

S*P hnl 180/ 100 

560/460 

k-craon ayi / 

{SElfiRrt-— J 150/ 100 . 

ofcSf kh “ h iW 

nX?- 900/800 

X I ? n 8 c 500/ 400 

(h°t> 280 / 200 

£E« r * swec U 260/180 

110/70 

SSSS" 350/250 

Watermelon 120 / 70 









^* ^Home News 

!n Md 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1994 


adi§H 


mu,1c ^„ nn ** 
Hu* .1 \ 


State reforms vital for Arab economic security — experts 


m* *im- v By Natasha Bukhari 

tv\ccn Spcoal to the Jordan Tunes 
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■HiscJ i» v . i Middle Eastern order 
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Economic security can 
d.»magc x . n'^ , on iy be achieved by re- 
A Mr.u uL , fanning the state appar- 


tions are overstaffed and 
employees are under- 
paid, according to the 
professor who believes 
that Arab bureaucracies 
are obstacles of cultural 
and institutional de- 
velopment. 

“Staffing of family 
and friends is the norm 
rather than the excep- 
tion,'’ he said, criticising 
the enormity of the pow- 
er of the Arab state 
which is “concentrated 
in the hands of those 
who run it.” 
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NHF project benefiting Egyptian rural workers 
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the panelists participat- 
ing in conference held at 
the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 


Another measure of 
economic reform 
adopted by Jordan was 
implementing the sales 
tax law, which is antici- 
pated to improve Jor- 
dan’s economic status 
without affecting the in- 
come of individuals. 


they said. 

While the Arab Na- 
tion is the largest sup- 
plier of oil, Arab coun- 
tries are the least de- 
- veioped in the world; 
they are lagging behind 
in terms of industry, 
technology and trade, 
the panelists noted. 

According to George 
Conn, oil is the main 
reason why many Arabs 
felt that they do not 
need to work. He de- 
scribed oil as an “anti- 
development ” factor in 

the case of the Arab 
Nation. Arabs are the 
suppliers but not be- 
nefactors of their 
wealth, he explained. 

Working women, 
compared to their male 
colleagues, are under- 
pay In addition, the law 
discriminates against 
Arab women in terms of 
freedom and legal rights. 
Jordanian woman, for 
example, can not issue a 
passport without the 
consent of her husband, 
or father if single, the 


panelists said. 

“Women still suffer 
from underdevelopment 
socially, financially and 
legally,” said Palestinian 
author and novelist 
Sahar Khalifeh, adding 
that women liberation 
movements have so far 
failed to penetrate all 
different sectors of 
women. 

“A dvil and democra- 
tic society cannot be 
attained in the absence 
of women’s constructive 
participation in develop- 
ing the society,” she 
said. 


Ghada Karmi of the 
centre of Near and Mid- 
dle East Studies and 
School of Oriental and 
African studies in Lon- 
don, believes that no 
Arab state presently 
qualifies for democracy. ' 

According to Dr. Kar- 
mi, all Arab states are 
ruled by single party reg- 
imes which control all 
civil institutions based 
on patriarchy — the 
enemy of democracy. 

Israel can be viewed 
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elemented by NHF for the 
benefit of residents of the 
rural regions of Jordan. 

“The Health Ministry has 
been closely involved in the 
quality of Life Project and 
Providing the means and faci- 
lities to ensure its success.” 
said Dr. Nshewat. 

NHF off dais said that this 
is the third seminar for the 
training of rural development 
workers in the region; two 


seminars were conducted last 
month for Iranian partici- 
pants. 

They said that the fourth 
.session' will be for partici- 
pants from Pakistan and it 
too will be financed by the 
WHO. 

The Qwdity of Life Project 
was first initiated in Jordan in 
1989 to improve the overall 
quality of life of underpri- 
vileged rural and urban com- 
munities. 

During 1994, 2,000 families 
in 12 villages benefited 
directly from the project 
whose strategy emphasises a 
comprehensive and inte- 
grated development that is 
implemented by the people 
themselves through social 
preparation and consensus 
building, community orga- 


nisation, community financ- 
ing and community manpow- 
er mobilisation and training. 

According to NHF, econo- 
mic schemes benefiting these 
families indude home gar- 
dens, fruit orchards, goat, 
cow and poultry raising, fish 
ponds, broom and basket 
making, tricot, knitting and 
sewing, textile and carpet 
weaving and bee keeping. 

The project initiates small- 
scale industries to help poor 
families and encourage self- 
reliance. 

NHF officials said that the 
participants would be lec- 
tured on social, economic 
and health schemes for the 
rural regions and make field 
trips to areas where the Qual- 
ity of Life Project is being 
implemented. 
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Khasho captivates his listeners 

Smurfs teach children that ‘small is beautiful ’ 
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By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although the 
audience, in terms of num- 
bers, was far below ex- 
pectation, piano soloist 
Yousef Khasho seemed to 
enjoy his performance at 
the Cathedral Theatre at 
the Jerash Festival of Cul- 
ture and Arts Sunday night 
as a part of Garasia activi- 
ties. 

Mr. Khasho, born in 
Jerusalem in 1927, per- 
formed Mozart’s Rondo in 
D Major KV 485 and Sona- 
ta in A Major KV 331 
‘Team con Vaxiazioni and 
Andante Grazioso.” Then, 
be introduced Variations 1- 
6 **Menueto-trio,” and 
“Rondo - Alla Truca - 
Allegretto.” 

The pianist concluded bis 
presentation with “Khasho 
Y,” which is an improvisa- 
tion on oriental melodies. 
After the interval, violinist 
Found Mai as accompanied 
Mr. Khasho in a duet. They 
played Mozart’s Sonata 
No. 8 KV 296, “Allegro 
Vivace,” Andante Sostenu- 
to” and “Allegretto.” 

~ Their performance en- 
ded with “Khasho Y ” 
which is a sort of “Fantasie 
Jordano-Palestinienne.” 
This last piece, which con- 
clude in a classical manner 
b “a new composition simi- 
lar to “Melodies from Jor- 
dan” played by the Sym- 
phony Or ch e s tra. It is writ- 
ten for piano and violin, 
said Mr. Khasho. 

: This “Fantasie” includes 
eleven folkloric songs col- 
lected from Jordan and 
Palestine by pianist 
Khasho: “Hasbmi- 
Hashmi” (Palestinian), 
“Shababuna” (Jordanian), 
u Azoubionh” (P), "Rida- 
ha”(J),“Ya Aziz Ini” (P), 

Ah Ya Asmer el-Lun”' 
.(P), “Bern el-Dawah” (J), 
“A1 Ruza Ana” (P), “Ya 
Um Rumush el Tawila” 
0, “Al-Luz Al-Akhdhar” 
(P), and “Beit al-Sha’ir (J). 

As a composer and con- 
ductor in various symphony 
orchestras in Rome, Milan, 
London and Berlin, Mr. 
Khasho was able to com- 
«ne Western and Eastern 
style. 

As for Fouad Malas, he 
too played with the Opera 
Theatre Orchestra in the 
recording of the Great 
Arab - Revolt. 






Yousef Khasho at die piano Sunday at the Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 
(Photo by Yousef A1 1 Allan) 


And now the Smurfs 

At the Jerash Festival 
of Culture and Arts, the 
smallest theatre is the 
Sound and Light 
Theatre where the shor- 
test shows are presented 
to the youngest audi- 
ences and by some of the 
smallest actors, a true 
testimony to “small is 
beautiful.” 

For four straight days 
“The Smurfs Show” pre- 
sented by the Haya Arts 
Centre was performed to 
hundreds of delighted 
children. 

The show is actually a 
play which tells the story 
of six dwarfs: Hani Faleh 
as Papa Smurf), Zeid 
Yasoufi (Thinker), 
Ahmad Cloub (Greedy), 
Ahmad M’rouf (La2y), 
Jamal Abu Quba (Ea- 
ter), and Mohammad 
ZaTri (Showy). Nidhal 
Batiri, who is not a 
Smurf, played the role of 
Shershabil, the evil char- 
acter. 

The story-line is sim- 
ple: it depicts the prob- 
lems faced by the Smurfs 
and the attitude of socie- 
ty towards them simply 
because they are diffe- 
rent. 

When the evil Sher- 
shabil tries to exploit the 
Smurfs by cheating them 
into working for his cir- 


cus, a wooden duck tries 
to help them understand 
that Smurfs have the 
right to their own hopes 
and goals, which can be 
realised. 

Through the charac- 
ters’ conversations, the 
young audience recog- 
nises the hidden lessons 
aimed at distinguishing 
between good and evil. 
Relying on simple songs, 
the Smurfs referred con- 
tinuously to: the soldier 
who defends his country, 
illiteracy that keeps us in 
the darkest comer, love 
of country, and having a 
little is preferable to pos- 
sessing the world. 

The play also concen- 
trates on the importance 
of school reading, which 
are the most honest 
friends in life, say the 
Smurfs. They stress how 
education is the basis of 
children’s future, and 
the candle that lights 
their way. 

The Smurfs learn a 
very important lesson; 
than any one can achieve 
his/her aspirations re- 
gardless of his/her height 
as long as he/she has the 
will and the mind to pur- 
sue them. 

There was a tangible 
interaction between the 
children and the actors. 
The children responded 


to questions raised by 
the actors, or repeated 
certain words and 
phrases on cue, becom- 
ing a part of the show. 

The Smurf group was 
put together by director 
S ami Majali, who “spent 
much effort and time in 
rehearsing the play, be- 
cause only two of file six 
Smurfs are, literate. 

“The Smurf play fol- 
lows another children's 
production by the group: 
“Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs,” in 1987, 
which was shot for Jor- 
dan Television as a 
film,'’ said Hani Faleh 
(Papa Smurf). 

“We also have been to 
Bahrain in 1988 after re- 
ceiving an invitation 
from the Cultural Cor- 
poration. Then, “Snow 
White” was introduced 
to students in some pro- 
vinces of Jordan,” added 
Mr. Faleh. 

“Most" of the Smurfs 
were unemployed before 
joinging the group,” said 
the director.” So, we 
asked the authorities in 
Jordan to indulge the 
Smurfs in society by 
founding a centre, or a 
society that would help 
them live a normal life 
and participate in the 
country’s activities,” 
said Mr. Majali. 


as the model of Western 
democracy in the region. 
But Israel’s democracy is 
only applied in the realm 
of the Jewish state, 
rather than citizenship, 
and thus the discrimina- 
tion against Arabs, said 
Dr. Karmi. 

Asserting that Palesti- 
nians have the most 
democratic institutions 
among Arabs, Dr. Kar- 
mi said Arabs are using 
Israeli democracy to 
their advantage. 

With Israel now being 
an inescapable reality 
and part of a possible 
near Middle Eastern 
order, the question 
which remains to be 
answered is whether 
Israel will have a posi- 
tive or negative impact 
on Arabs, she said. 

While panelists agreed 
that the outcome of 
Israel’s influence on the 
region’s development re- 
mains to be seen, they 
also agreed that Arabs 
need to sit and discuss 
their problems openly. 

Projects to help 
fanners in 
Yarmouk basin 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
offering farmer owners in the 
Yarmouk River basin to be- 
nefit from a ministry- 
sponsored highlands develop- 
ment programme which is 
being financed by donations 
from the World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP). 

Agriculture Minister Man- 
sour Ben Tarif Monday said 
that 4,000 farmers in the Yar- 
mouk basin stand to gain 
from the programme as then- 
lands lie dose to the river, 
which supplies irrigation wa- 
ter. 

The ministry conducted a 
survey of the lands to be 
included in the highlands pro- 
ject and dedded to indude 
the basin in the programme, 
said the minister. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said parts of 
the land are useful for 
afforestation, others are good 
for pasture lands and the rest 
are suitable for planting fruit 
trees. 

' The Ministry has 10,000 
olive tree saplings to be dis- 
tributed to the fanners for 
planting within the basin in 
tbe next agricultural season, 
added the ministers. 

The highlands develop- 
ment project, which started 
in Jordan in 1964, aims at 
developing regions extending 
from the Syrian border in the 
north to Wadi Mousa in tbe 
south, a region made up of 
the most cultivable land in 
the country, according to 
ministry officials. 


Queen Noor addresses AAUG 

Meeting should ‘forge coherent vision 
for the future of the Arab World’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As die 
Arab society “embarks on a 
new era of profound trans- 
formation, the common chal- 
lenge that faces the entire 
Arab World is bow to generate 
m omen rum of national de- 
velopment that is at once 
equitable, responsive and sus- 
tainable,” said Her Majesty 
.Queen Noor in her statement 
to the AAUG held at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel Mon- 
day. 

In her recorded statement as 
the guest of honour. Queen 
Noor commended members of 
the AAUG, the oldest nation- 
al organisation of Arab- 
Americans. for their efforts 
over the past twenty-seven 
years to present the for 
Arab rights and aspirations in 
North America. 

Queen Noor added that the 
conference should contribute 
to forging a coherent vision for 
the future role of the Arab 
World based on good govern- 
ance. “Whether we talk of this 
concept in terms of civil socie- 
ty, democratisation. human 
rights, or constitutionality, 
good governance relies upon 
fundamental principles that we 


believe to be crucial for the 
stability, progress and dignity 
of the Arab World participa- 
tion,- accountability and trans- 
parency, and pluralism,” the 
Queen said. 

Queen Noor also stressed 
that the principles of good 
governance must be culturally 
sensitive and compatible with 
tbe powerful social traditions 
and the values that define our 
ancient and rich Arab-Islamic 
society. The Queen added that 
good governance should be 
based on and sustained by an 
Arab educational system that 
emphasises qualitative adv- 
ances and equitable access. 

“It is vital to recognise the 
importance of safeguarding the 
cohesive family unit that has 
been a source of great strength 
and security for Arab society," 
the Queen said, emphasising 
that good governance should 
oho mandate health care for 
all and equal participation of 
women in the economic and 
political spheres. 

Queen Noor concluded: 
“Our broad pan-Arab goals 
are coherent, sustainable de- 
velopment and stable and 
democratic political cultures. 


On a human scale, what we 
really aspire to in the next 
century is a vision of all our 
children confident in their 
Arab identity, secure in their 
personal life prospects and 
able to revitalise the legacy of 
their ancestors and to contri- 
bute to the advancement of the 
entire human family.*' 

Also speaking at the gather- 
ing. which was attended by a 
variety of thinkers, writers and 

activists, was Dr. Clovis Mak- 

soud, president of the Centra 
for the Study of the Global 
South at the American Uni- 
versity in Washington D.C. 

In his remarks. Dr. Mak- 
soud stressed tbe need to pro- 
tect and promote the Arab 
component in an emerging 
post-peace Arab system, as 
well as to change the Arab 
discourse by emphasising 
issues such as the environ- 
ment. women empowerment 
and social development. He 
also discussed the role of the 
A mb- American community id 
reinforcing the development 
process in the Arab World and 
in fostering a coherent Arab 
culture. 


Tawjihi overall average 48.8%; 
7,000 students do not take exams 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh Monday 
announced the results of the 
1993-94 tawjihi examinations 
which were conducted in two 
sessions in January and June 
•of this year. 

Tbe average result of the 
seven disciplines taken by the 
tawjihi students was 48.8 per 
cent, and out of 78.901 reg- 
istered students, 71,087 sat 
for the examinations, accord- 
ing to Mr. Rawabdeh . 

The students had examina- 
tions in the scientific, liter- 
ary, nursing, agricultural 


commercial, industrial and 
hotel management streams. 

The minister, who 
announced the results at a 
press conference, noted that 
an increasing number of stu- 
dents is now opting for voca- 
tional training, adding that 
those taking vocational train- 
ing courses achieved better 
results than those who took 
academic courses. 

According to the minister, 
526 students out of 2.080 
registered for the agricultural 
courses failed to take the 
tawjihi exams thus contribut- 
ing to the low average marks 


in this discipline. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that 
the average result of students 
sitting for the literary courses 
was 41,2 per cent, for the 
scientific courses, 61.5 per 
cent, for the commercial,' 49 
per cent, agriculture 37.5 per 
cent, industrial courses 51.4 
per cent, nursing 62.4 per 
cent, hotel management 59.2 
per cent. 

The minister, who wished 
the students success, paid tri- 
bute to the teachers and their 
supervisors for their efforts 
throughout the past school 
year. 
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Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh (centre) Monday announces Tawjihi 
results at a press conference (Petra photo) 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


Spanish T. V. team extends stay 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

☆ Poems recital (accompanied by musk, at Garasia 
Theatre at 1930. 

* Play “Body’s Lab: Survival” at Garasia Theatre at 
20:45. 

☆ Shakespearian play “The Tempest” at the South 
Theatre at 20:30. 

-A- The Carmen Linares — Spanish Singing and Dancing 
Group at the Artemis Theatre at 21:00. 

* “LaOa and Wolf” play fHaya Centre) at the Sound and 
light Theatre at 19:00. 

PLAY 

* Hay in Arabic entitled “A Mack Comedy” by Mqjd AI 
Qasas at the Royal Culbiral Centre at 8:30 p.m. 

AAUG CONFERENCE 

☆ Conference of tbe Association of Arab- American Uni- 
versity Graduates (AAUG) entitled “Tbe Arab World 
Preparing for tbe 21st Century” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. Tuesday’s theme of discussion will be ‘‘Agenda 
For The Future Of The Arab World.” Hie first panel 
(08:30 a. m. -10:30 a.m.) will focus on “Agenda for 
Future Public Policy.” The last panel (10:45 a. m. -12:45 
p.m.) will discuss “Technology and Health Policy.” (All 
sessions are open to the public). 


FILM 

-A- FOm in French entitled “A Lift Towards the Guillotine” 
at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation in JabaJ Amman 
at 7:30 p.m. 

NEWS HIGHTUGHTS 

ft ABC News Highlights and MacNefl-Lehrer News Hour at 
the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

<r Exhibition of Chinese products at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Oil painting and ceramic exhibition by Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists at Al ‘Ain Art Gallery, Wadi Saqra (Tel. 
644451). 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent political 
events in Jordan have forced 
a five-person Spanish televi- 
sion team here to shoot a 
documentary to extend their 
stay one more week to get 
their job done. 

According to Esther V. 
Garcia, the commentator on 
tbe Television Espanola 
(TVE) team, the peace talks 
last week delayed their task 
because the team was prohi- 
bited from travelling to sever- 
al places. In addition, Ms. 
Garcia said, the group wa* 
also preoccupied with broad- 
casting the historical events 
for their viewers in Spain. 

“Since we had to cover the 
peace negotiations, we felt 
that we needed more time 
because some scenes had 
many details that require 
more time,” Ms. Garcia said. 

The team arrived in Jordan 
on July 11 on a two-week 
mission to produce a 
documentary programme ab- 
out the Kingdom’s historic 
sites. 

“The rapid improvement 
in the region regarding peace 


prompted our station to send 
us to capture what we believe 
would be of interest to the 
Spanish people.” Ms. Garcia 
•told the Jordan Times. 

It is important to show the 
Spanish viewers what tourist 
sites exist because most Spa- 
niards think only of Petra 
when talking of Jordan, said 
Jose Luis de Pablos, the 
photographer on the team. 

“Before I came here. Jor- 
dan was unknown to me. but 
after visiting the sites, I disco- 
vered that there are much 
more interesting things to see 
other than Petra," he said. 

Mr. de Pablos said the 
peace process is going to be 
positive for tourism in the 
Kingdom "especially that it is 
known as a peaceful country, 
and many Spanish tourists 
prefer to visit Jordan.” 

The Spanish television au- 
dience consists of 42 million 
people who tune in to more 
than 13 local and government 
channels. TVE is a govern- 
ment channel and employs 
more than 13,000 individuals. 
It is one of two main channels 
in Spain, said Francisco B. 
Berez. the sound technician 
on the team. 


The Spanish Embassy in Amman 

Has the pleasure to announce 
that within the activities of the 
Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 

THE WORLD FAMOUS FLAMENCO SINGER 

“CARMEN LINARES” 

and her Flamenco Group 
will perform at the Arthemis Theatre/Jerash 
on July 26th 1994 at 9:30 p.m. 
and July 27th 1994 at 8:30 p.m. 
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Nigeria strike enters 4th week 


LAGOS (Agencies) — Nige- 
rian oil workers began a 
fourth week of strike action 
Monday as union and govern- 
ment delegations prepared, 
for fresh talks aimed at en- 
ding the protests calling for 
the release of jailed pro- 
democracy leader Moshood 
Abiola. 

Two rounds of talks be- 
tween representatives of the 
federal military government 
with officials of the two strik- 
ing unions and foreign ofl 
producers were scheduled for 
Monday, National Union of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Workers (NUPENG) Presi- 
dent Wariebi Kojo Agamene 
told AFP. 

The first would concen- 
trate on "economic issues,” 
notably the $800 million debt 
owed by the government to 
foreign oil producing part- 
ners, while the second would 
be devoted entirely to the 
"political demands” of the oil 
workers, be said. 

The unions involved in the 
talks are NUPENG and the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association of 
Nigeria (PENGASSAN). 

The unions have pledged 
to keep up their strike action 
until the release of Mr. 
Abiola, the presumed winner 
of annulled presidential elec- 
tions in June last year. They 
are also pressing for his in- 
stallation as Nigerian presi- 
dent. 

While expressing the hope 
that the first meeting might 
1 ‘produce an understanding” 
between the parties involve, 
the NUPENG leader said be 
was not optimistic that gov- 
ernment would come up with 


"concrete commitments” on 
the workers' political de- 
mands. 

‘‘We are mang die only 
weapon we have, that is 
strike action, as a potent 
means of achieving democra- 
cy while not ruling out com- 
pletely the place of dialogue 
in the present political cri- 
sis,” a PENGASSAN official 
told AFP Monday. 

The trial of Mr. Abiola, 
currently being detained in 
the federal capital Abuja on 
charges of “treasonable 
felony” in to begin there this 
week. 

The oil workers' strike, in 
addition to depriving Nigeria 
of millions of dollars in oil 
revenue, has paralysed the 
movement of people around 
the country because of fuel 
shortages. 

Also Monday, press re- 
ports said that authorities had 
imposed a dusk-to-dawn cur- 
few on Calabar in southeast- 
ern Nigeria following violent 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions in the city at the 
weekend. 

More than 20 government 
vehicles were seized or dam- 
aged and shops were looted 
m the capital of Cross River 
state when vandals joined a 
peaceful student demonstra- 
tion and it flared into vio- 
lence, the press reports said. 

Students and farmers have 
threatened to hold further 
protests on Monday in the 
city of Ibadan, north of 
Lagos. 


Meanwhile, in a diplomatic 
verture. President Bill Gin- 


overture, President Bill Gin- 
ton is c&patdnng U.S. dvil 


rights leader Jesse Jackson to 
Nigeria as striking oQ work- 


ers protest the African na- 
tion's military rale. 

Rev. Jackson will depart 
for Nigeria this week as part 
of a delegation that wQl deliv- 
er a message from Mr. Gin- 
ton to Nigeria’s military rul- 
er, Gen. Sam Abacha, re- 
garding restoring democracy 
to the nation's 90 million 
people. 

“For too long, the U.S. 
policy has been ‘wait and 
see.’ We can’t wait," Rev. 
Jackson said Sunday. "We 
must not allow Nigeria to 
drift into dvil war. It could be 
devastating." 

Rev. Jackson is involved in 
part because of his associa- 
tions with both Mr. Abiola 
and Nigeria's previous milit- 
ary ruler. Gen. Ibrahim 
Babangida, who nullified the 
election. 

Gen. Babangida stepped 
down in August, but turned 
power over to a widely re- 
viled interim government led 
by businessman Ernest- 
Shonekan. Mr. Shonekan 
was ousted in November by 
Gen. Abacha, ttis defence 
minister. 

Nigeria gets 90 per cent of 
its foreign currency earnings 
from oil exports. The strike 
has made gasoline scarce, pa- 
ralysing transportation and 
industry. 

However, Nigerian human 
rights activists are opposed to 
Rev. Jackson’s involvement, 
saying he is too closely 
aligned with Nigeria's milit- 
ary government. 

Rev. Jackson said the 
opposition to his visit is based 
on a misunderstanding about 
a comment he had made 
more than a year ago and on 


Khmer 
Rouge 
attacks in 
Northern 
province 


Thailand urges Burma 
to free dissident leader 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas have 
been stepping up attacks in 
Cambodia's remote northern 
province of Preah Vihear, the 
seat of the their recently- 
declared provisional govern- 
ment, a government military 
official said Monday. 

The guerrillas attacked vil- 
lages in Cbey Sen district 
between July 18-20, killing 
three people and seriously 
injuring 11 others, and tor- 
ching more than SO homes, 
the military official said. 

Guerrillas also struck in 
the nearby district of Chep on 
July 20, burning down 60 
homes and injuring several 
more villagers, the official 
said. 

Several other more minor 
attacks and robberies were 
reported in the neighbouring 
district of Rovieng. 

Khmer Rouge radio 
announced on July 11 the 
formation of a provisional 
government with its base in 
the remote, trouble-plagued 
province. 

"The attacks increased af- 
ter the Khmer Rouge formed 
their own government. They 
try to increase their territory, 
but now we have troops to 
kick them back to where they 
came from" the official said. 

Western aid agency offi- 
cials in the capital said there 
was an alarming increase in 
fighting in the area but added 
it could be due to the rainy 
season which traditionally 
sees to an upsurge in guerrilla 
activity. 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
Thai Prime Minister Oman 
Leekpai Monday urged Bur- 
ma to release detained Nobel 
Peace laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi as the key to solving 
many of the isolated coun- 
try’s political and economic 
problems. 

Mr. Oiuan made the re- 
commendation in talks with 
Burmese Foreign Minister 
Ohn Gyaw, who is in Bang- 
kok as the guest of Thailand 
at a ministerial meeting of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

“Settle the question of 
Aung San Sin Kyi first, then 
Burma will have time to con- 
centrate on developing the 
democratic process and the 
economy,” Thai government 
spokesman Abhisit Vejjajiva 

S noted Mr. Oman as telling 
•hn Gyaw. 

"If the problem of Aung 
San Suu Kyi was resolved it 
would make other problems 
easy to settle,” Mr. Oiuan 


was quoted as saying during 
the 40-minute meeting. 


the 40-minute meeting. 

The Thai leader said Bang- 
kok had incurred sharp critic- 
ism for inviting a representa- 
tive of Burma’s ruling milit- 
ary junta to attend the talks, 
though Thailand has made 
clear other ASEAN members 
backed the invitation. 

ASEAN also includes 
Brunei, Indonesia. Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Singa- 
pore. 

Developed nations led by 
the United States say Bur- 
ma's ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) must continue to 
be isolated by the interna- 
tional community. 

ASEAN countries have 
continued to deal with the 
Burmese leaders and invest 
in the country under a policy 


of “constructive engage- 
ment.” 

SLORC has been criticised 
for human-rights violations, 
the detention of opposition 
politicians, notably Aung San 
Suu Kyi, and its refusal to 
accept the results of a 1990 
general election decisively 
won by her National League 
for Democracy. 

Mr. Oman, referring to 
the rarity of Burma’s pre- 
sence at an international 
forum, said Rangoon should 
learn from this experience 
and implement change at 
borne. 

Mr. Ohn Gyaw, wearing a 
constant smile but disinclined 
to answer reporters’ ques- 
tions, spoke favourably of his 
talks with Mr. Chian. 

"The meeting was success- 
ful and we have gained good 
experience from the ASEAN 
meeting,” the minister said. 

Mr. Abhisit quoted Mr. 
Ohn Gyaw as saying the re- 
lease of Aung San Suu Kyi 
was one part of Burma's pro- 
cess of democratic develop- 
ment, but the government 
could not fix a date because 
of fears this might unleash a 
"chaotic situation”. 

“The time will come to talk 
or meet her, but we are in a 
process of democratic de- 
velopment so we have to 
show caution in every move," 
Mr. Ohn Gyaw told Mr. 
Chuan when asked about the 
detained activist. 

"If we make a mistake, all 
that we have done in the past 
five years wgl collapse and we 
do not want to see a chaotic 
situation as in 1988,” he said. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, 48, 
daughter of Burmese nation- 
al hero General Aung San, 
has been under house arrest 
in Rangoon for five years. In 
1991, she won the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 



Bar manager wins Hemingway look-alike contest 


KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) — After five years of 
trying, a bar manager won the Ernest Heming- 
way Look-Alike Contest — thanks to a beard, 
a wool sweater and a little bit of a paunch. 
John Petersen beat out 82 other Hemingway 
wannabes to claim a one-week stay at a local 
resort during next year's festival, a $100 tab at 
Sloppy Joe's Bar, a box of Hemingway cigars, 
five cases of beer and a front-end alignment for 
his car. He said be gained weight and let his 


beard grow in order to win. He also wore a 
cream-coloured wool turtleneck sweater. “I’ll 
be bade every year now as a judge, but at least 
I don't have to wear the sweater any more,’' 
Mr. Petersen said. The Hemingway Days 
Celebration, which ended Sunday, was created 
14 years ago to honour the Pulitzer Prize- 
winning author who lived on the island for 
years. Petersen (centre) of Tavernier, Fla., is 
cheered by previous winners of the contest in 
Key West (AFP photo) 


a "real fear” among Abiola 
support e rs over what the Un- 
ited States' role would be in 
Nigeria. 

During a visit to Gabon in 
May, 1993, Rev. Jackson 
praised Gen. Babangida for 
moving "with a steady beat” 
toward democracy. 

But Rev. Jackson said Son- 
day that was before Gen. 
Babangida on June 12 ne- 
gated the country’s election. 
"We're not close to the milit- 
ary government. We are in 
disagreement with the 
annulment. I do not know 
all the internal politics that 
took place.” he added. 

Beko Ransome-Kuti, pre* 
ident of the Campaign For 
Democracy, the main opposi- 
tion group in Nigeria, said 
Sunday that he now is recep- 
tive to the Jackson visit after 
previously having opposed it. 

"He (Jackson) expressed 
the view that maybe he was 
misunderstood,” Mr. Knti 
said in a telephone interview 
from Lagos. “Fm quite con- 
vinced now he knows the 
position on the ground in 
Nigeria. We would be quite 
wuhng to tell him exactly 
what we feel the Nigerian 
people want.” 

Mobolaji Aluko, vice pres- 
ident of the Nigerian Demo- 
cratic Movement, a United 
States-based group of Nige- 
rian nationals who work to 
promote democracy there, 
said the opposition to Rev. 
Jackson wul likely dissipate. 

"He can do nothing but 
good. It starts the process of 
direct engagement of die Un- 
ited States in Nigeria,” Mr. 
Alnko explained. 



Indian 

army 

patrols 

massacre 


Martin McGtrinness (left) member of the Sun Fein’s Executive 
Council, and Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams stand together 
at the end of the Sinn Fein conference (AFP photo) 


Dublin disappointed by Sinn 
Fein vote on peace plan 


India, 
Russia 
to discuss 
plane deal 


NEW DELHI (AFP)— Indi- 
an Air Force (IAF) chief 
Swaroop Kristi an Kanl has 
left for a 10-day visit to Rus- 
sia to explore the possibility 
of buying SU-30 fighter 
planes, an air force spokes- 
man said Monday. 

Chief of Air Staff Kanl, 
accompanied by Deputy Air 
Marshal S.R. Deshpande, 
left for Moscow Sunday in 
response to an invitation 
from the Russian Air Force. 


DUBLIN (R) — The Irish 
government said Monday it 
was disappointed in a deci- 
sion by the IRA's political 
wing Sinn Fein to basically 
reject an Anglo-Irish bluep- 
rint for peace in Northern 
Ireland. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring said Sinn Fein was 
only pushing itself out of 
mainstream talks. 

"They are bringing politic- 
al isolation on themselves,” 
he told Britain's Press Asso- 
ciation news agency. 

"Their leadership and the 
rest of us must be living in 
different worlds if they see 
what happened yesterday as a 
positive development.” 

A Foreign Minis try spokes- 
man said no one was sur- 
prised by Sinn Fein’s deci- 
sion. "But the initial reaction 
is one of disappointment.” 

Sinn Fein delegates Sunday 
called the declaration, which 
called on the IRA to lay 
down its arms, a step in the 
peace process but said it was 
no solution. 

The plan offered Sinn Fein 
a place at peace talks if the 
Irish Republican Array,' stop- 
ped fighting British rale in 
Northern Ireland 

"We had hoped they would 


find enough in the declara- 
tion to declare a cessation of 
violence,” the Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said. The Irish 
and British governments 
would continue to meet and 
try to find a solution for 
Northern Ireland, he added. 

Irish opposition Fine Gael 
Party leader John Bruton 
said he thought the IRA had 
no intention of ever ending 
the violence. 

"The British and Irish gov- 
ernments should now recog- 
nise that it was a mistake to 
waste time with Sinn Fein 
and proceed immediately to 
try to get talks on the future 
of Northern Ireland going be- 
tween parties that do not use 
violence,” he said. 

“We have lost two years 
because of this mirage of Sinn 
Fein’s cessation of violence.” 

At a special meeting in this 
small borderland town of 
Letterkenny in the Irish Re- 
public, Sinn Fein delegates 
giving the party’s first formal 
reply to the joint peace dec- 
laration said it did not offer 
enough and was contradic- 
tory, but could be a. first step. 

'■ "We are all agreed that the 
declaration is a step, not a 
solution,” Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams told delegates. 


site 

GUWAHATI, India (AFP) 
— Indian troops patrolled 
strife-tom Barpeta district m 
the far eastern state of Assam 
on Monday as a minister 
vowed to get the tribal mu- 
tants who massacred 50 
sleeping Muslim refiffiees. 

Soldiers in battle fatigues 
fanned out around a refugee 
camp where the Muslims 
were killed by members of 
the outlawed Bodo Security 
Force (BSF) in Assam state 
Sunday. . _ L 

"The army is in the area, 
a spokesman for the Assam 
state government said here. 
“But mere is a lot of tension 
and fear. We are urging the 
(camp) inmates not to move 

out.” 

The spokesman said fresh 
paramilitary contingents 
from New Delhi were cm the 
way to Assam to beef up 
security. 

Some 15 BSF gunmen 
raided the refugee camp at a 
village some 100 kilometres 


62 miles) from here early 
Sunday, firing indiscriminate- 
ly with automatic rifles and 
lobbing grenades. They tried 
to torch the camp before 
escaping. 

At least 50 people were 
killed in the 40-minute 
attack. It left more than 100 
others, including women and 
children, injured. Many were 
in serious condition in a hos- 
pital here. 

Policemen guarding the 
camp managed to kill two of 
the assailants but later ran 
away, leaving the refugees to 
fend for themselves, witnes- 
ses said. 

Distraught victims poured 
out their woe to three minis- 
ters, including Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Ra- 
jesh Pilot, who. visited the 
area Sunday. 

Zairiruddm, a 26-year-old 
Muslim man, told reporters 
that the Bodo gunmen began 


firi ng “from all directions.’ 
"The 10 policemen guard 


The spokesman said the 
IAF chief will discuss upgrad- 
ing Soviet-bruit MKJ-21s with 
India, the purchase of more 
MiG-29s and examine the 
possibility of buying SU-30s. 
Moscow has not sold the air- 
craft to any other country. 

“There is nothing immedi- 
ate about SU-30s,” the 
spokesman said. "It is seen as 
a long-term need of India. 
The matter is at a very, very 
preliminary stage.” 

But die United News of 
'India news agency said the 
IAF chief will "finalise the 
terms of conditions and allied 
matters relating to the SU- 
30s,” a multi-role combat air- 
craft offered by Russia to 
India. 


Solzhenitsyn set to speak 
his mind; meet Yeltsin 


The news agency said the 
SU-30s matched in perform- 
ance the US-built F-18 Hor- 
net and the European Torna- 
do. The Russian manufactur- 
er of die SU-30 claim the 
aircraft can outmanoeuvre 
the French Mirage 2000 and 
U.S. F-16. 


MOSCOW (R) — Writer 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
vowed Sunday to remain in- 
dependent of rival political 
groups but said he could not 
keep silent about the suffer- 
ing of post-Soviet Russia. 

In his first television inter- 
view since returning to Mos- 
cow Thursday after a two- 
month train journey across 
Russia, Mr. Solzhenitsyn said 
he expected to meet Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

"There will undoubtedly 
be a meeting,” the 75-year- 
old Nobel Prize winner told 
Independent Television’s Ito- 
gi programme. 

He said be had returned to 
Russia “as a writer” after 20 
years in exile. “It is necessary 
top differentiate between so- 
cial and political activity... I 
will not occupy any (political) 
posts,” be said. 

“(But) the misfortune of 
Russia is so great that no 
citizen can be indifferent to 
what is happening... I will say 


what I think is right and 
useful for Russia.” 

The remarks indicate that 
Mr. Solzhenitsyn would con- 
tinue to assume the role of 
writer and moral arbiter 
familiar to Russian literature 
since the days of 19th century 
novelist Leo Tolstoy. 

Mr. Solzhenitsyn has pep- 
pered his public comments 
since his return with sharp 
criticism of market reforms 
that have filled shops with 
goods but impoverished 
many and led to an explosion 
of crime. 

The writer, author of 
books that portrayed the bru- 
tality of life in Soviet dictator 
Josef Stalin’s labour camps, 
was exiled in 1974. 

Sunday's interview took 
place at Mr. Solzhenitsyn's 
temporary flat in central 
Moscow. The writer plans to 
settle in the capital until a 
house being built for him on 
the outskirts of Moscow is 
completed. 


“The 10 policemen guard- 
ing us tried to fight back but 
were outnumbered',”' he said. 
“They ran away.” 

“Terror-stricken people 
started running in all direc- 
tions,” he said. “People were 
screaming, there was total 
chaos. 

"There was smoke and fire 
everywhere,” he said. "(I, 
my wife and children) hud- 
dled in a corner and managed 
to save our lives. We later 
crawled to the onter 
periphery of the camp. 
Perhaps they (Bodos) left ns 
for dead.” 

In New Delhi, Mr. Pilot, 
who cancelled a trip to Kash- 
mir to rush to Assam after 
hearing of the cold-blooded 
attack, vowed to wage a 
“counter-offensive” against 
the BSF, which is fighting to 
set up a Bodo homeland 

“A counter-offensive must 
have already started,” he told 
AFP after returning from 
Guwahati, where be held dis- 
cussions with Assam Grief 
Minister Hiteshwar Saikia 
and top army officers. 

“It is the duty of the state 
government to wipe out these 
killers,” he said. “We will 
take care of the BSF.” 

Mr. Pilot admitted that the 
state government, controlled 
by his own Congress (I) Par- 
ty, was to blame for the 
camp’s poor security. 


Quebec election fires new debate on independence 


QUEBEC CITY (R) — The 
Canadian province of 
Quebec will go to the polls on 
Sept. 12 and the man ex- 
pected to win, Jacques 
Parizeau, predicts the 
French-speaking province 
will be an independent coun- 
try within a year. 

Quebec’s Liberal Premier 
Daniel Johnson said Sunday 
that a provincial election will 
be held in September, laun- 
ching a fierce new debate on 
whether Quebec should 
secede from Canada. 

Mr. Parizeau, whose separ- 
atist Parti Quebecois has a 
strong lead in public opinion 
polls over the Liberals, says 
he would begin right after the 
elections to work toward the 
party’s goal of achieving in- 
dependence for Quebec. 

"We will start working the 
very day after the elections... 
We will conduct a referen- 
dum rapidly in order to 
achieve sovereignty for 
Quebec.” Mr. Parizeau told a 
news conference. 

The Parti Quebecois has 
promised to hold a referen- 
dum within eight to IQ 
months of its victory to see if 
Quebeckers want their pro- 
vince — Canada's largest in 
area and second largest in 
population after Ontario — 


to secede. 

“In two months Quebec 
will have a new government 
and in one year Quebec mil 
be a new country,” Mr. 
Parizeau said Saturday. 

A victory in the provincial 
election would be the second 
of a three-step plan Mr. 
Parizeau has mappoi out to- 
ward separation. The first 
was getting a strong presence 
in Ottawa. Last fall the pro- 
separatist Bloc Quebecois 
won enough votes to become 
the second largest party rep- 
resented in parliament. 

Ibe last step would be a 
referendum victory. 

But Mr. Johnson, who has 
only served as premier for six 
months and said the cam- 
paign is “the most important 
one” of his life, warned 
Quebeckers to think serious- 
ly before voting. 

"The people of Quebec 
mil have to choose their des- 
tiny," Mr. Johnson said. 
“Quebeckers will decide be- 
tween two options: Separa- 
tion or economic union." 

Ever since French Presi- 
dent Charies De Gaulle vi- 
sited Montreal in 1967 and 
uttered the separatist rallying 
cry, “vive le Quebec fibre” 


(long live free Quebec), there 
has been a fierce debate over 


the province's place in Cana- 
da. 

Quebeckers rejected a plan 
to sever political links with 
Canada by a three-to-two 
margin in a divisive 1980 re- 
ferendum which tore families 

and political alliances apart. 

Since then the passion of 
the debate has subsided. But 
the Parti Quebecois hopes to 
profit from weariness among 
Quebeckers after nine years 
of Liberal rule that has left a 
rising public debt, high taxes 
and unemployment hovering 
around 13 per cent. 

Despite his legacy. Mr. 
Johnson, a strong supporter 
of keeping Quebec within 
Canada, said he would stress 
the improvement in the 
Quebec economy and job 
creation in the campaign. 

Three major public opin- 
ion polls published just be- 
fore the election announce- 
ment gave the Parti Quebe- 
cois a seven to 10 percentage 
point lead over the Liberals. 
But the same surveys show 
Quebeckers are ambivalent 
about whether they should 
seek a divorce from Canada. 

A Leger Leger poll pub- 
lished last week showed that 
support for a separate 
Quebec has fallen recently, 
with about 46.5 per cent in 


favour and 53.5 per cent 
against. 

But the Parti Quebecois 
says that a victoiy in the 
election would be a mandate 
for it to immediately begin 
work toward making Quebec 
a sovereign nation. 


According to the Parti 
Quebecois’ platform, it 
would ask the provincial 
legislature — the National 

Assembly— to adopt a dec- 
laration giving the govern- 
ment a mandate to seek inde- 
pendence and bold a referen- 
dum of voters. 

. A .simple majority endors- 
ing independence in a re- 
ferendum would be enough 
o proceed with secessioTu 
the party says. 

An independent Quebec 
would gather all its own tax 
revenues, make its own laws 
join international treaties it 
says. It would also continue 
to use the Canadian dollar as 
its.cuixency and maintain ex- 
isting import tariffs with the 
rest of the world. 

The 6.9 million Quebec’ 
citizens would hold a Quebec 

S3?!!: bn -, t ,? he government 

dua| d f’ wi *] | "S to negotiate 

dual Canadian/Quebec 

tttizenship, the Parti Quebe- 
cois says. 


Unfancied fillies 
romp home at 
2,712 to one 


TOKYO (R) — Gamblere 
betting on a genuine long 
shot cleaned up at a Japanese 
racetrack when two “no- 
hope” horses finished first 
and . second at odds of 2,1712 
to one, the Japan Racing 
Association (JRA) said Mon- 
day. Some punters staked 
just 5,000 yen ($51) on the 
unlikely combination result 
and walked away from Niiga- 
ta Racetrack, _ in northern 
Japan, On Sunday with win- 
nings of 13.56 million yen 
(about $138,000). Neither of 
the two rank outsiders in the 
15-horee 1,400-metre race' 
had finished in the first 10 on 


their previous two outings,, 
the JRA said. 


New N. Korean 
leader wears 
high heels 


TOKYO (R) — Kim Jong-H, 
new leader of North Korea, is 
so sensitive about being short 
that he wears high-heeled 
shoes, a Japanese magazine 
reported Monday. Little is 
known for sure about the 
pudgy, mysterious Kim, who 
took the helm of the Stalinist 
state following the death of 
his father. President Kim H- pt 
Sung, on July 8. Now, 
however, the weekly Shukan 
Bunshun reports that for 
years he has sent out aides 
looking for skilled shoemak- 
ers who could make him 
appear taller. The magazine 
also published two photo- 
graphs clearly showing Kim 


Jong-11 wearing platform 
shoes. At first Mr. Kim had 
the shoes made in Switzer- 
land and Austria, but later 
turned to artisans in his own 
country, the magazine said .- 

Chinese dwarf 
taller after 
operation 


BEUING (R) — A Chinese 
dwarf experienced a “miracu- 
lous” growth spurt after what 
the Workers' Daily Monday 
called an unprecedented 
transplant operation. Turn 
Yu, a 15-year-old student 
who had not grown in eight 
years, shot up 4.5 cm (1.8 in) 
in just 14 weeks and is now 
130 cm (4 ft 3 in) tall, the 
newspaper said. Doctors, at 
Harbin Medical University 
Hospital transplanted cul- 
tured pituitary gland cells 
from an embryo into his brain 
in march in the first such 
operation in the world, the 0 
newspaper said. 


U.S. army band 

instruments 

stolen 


HOUSTON (AP) - About 
$500,000 worth of musical 
instruments belonging to the- 
U.S. Army band that per- 
forms at the White House 
were stolen Sunday from a 
rental truck, officials said. 
The truck, which was en 
route to a concert in San 
Antonio, Texas, dis- 
appeared . early in the morn- 
ing from a hotel parking lot. 
Police found it empty Sunday 
afternoon, said army Staff 
Sgt. Donald Newsome, one 
of two men assigned to drive 
the instruments from the 
band’s base at Fort Myera in 
Arlington, Va.. to San Anto- 
nio. "It was the complete 
concert band setup, from tim- 
pani down to the smallest 
instruments — chimes, 
xylophones, sax, tubas," Sgt. 
Newsome said. Band mem- 
bers were travelling separate 1 
ly. Police spokesman Rick 
Hartley said investigators had 
no leads. The band' was sche- 
duled to perform Monday for 
the Texas Bandmasters Asso- 
ciation. Sgt. Newsome ' didn’t 
know if the band had other 
equipment, but some band 
members were attempting to 
borrow instruments. The 
band, also known as "Per- 
shing’s Ovm," is the only 
band that performs at 
White House ‘ceremonies. 


All bets on for 
British wedding 


LONDON (R) — A British 
couple has asked their wed- 
ding guests to make bets on 
their behalf at the bookmak- 
ers instead of sending pre- 
sents. Television sports quiz 
host Will Buckley and his 
bnde to be Grainne O’Dris- 
coH sent out a list to 150 
friends with odds agreed with 
bookmakers William Hill, 
me Sun newspaper reported, 
rhey ranged from a 20 to one 
gamble on Chelsea winning 
the Football Association Cup 
title next year, to odds of 33 
to one on the coupl#having 
twins. If any of the bets come 
U P- the London couple will 
collect the winnings, (he 
newspaper said Monday, 
will, 29, was quoted as 
saying: "Even if we don't win 
anything, we will still have a 
tot of fun. Generally the idea 
has been well received.” 
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BANGKOK (AP) — 
Grouped in an informal oval, 
foreign policy chiefs of 17 
nations and the European 
Union held unprecedented 
t?nrs Monday on preventing 
armed conflicts in Korea, the 
South China Sea and else- 
where in Asia. 

The ministers chatted close 
up in a hotel family suite, an 
arrangement designed to 
start the process of building 
trust among nations, includ- 
ing China, Russia, the United 
States and Vietnam, that 
have sparred in the past. 

Tensions on the Korean 
peninsula and competing ter- 
ritorial daims over islands in 
the South C hina Sea were 
raised, said Michael Costello, 
secretary of Australia's De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. 

“They were much more 
adventurous and willing to 
talk — about anything — 
than I expected,” he told 
reporters. 

“The atmosphere was 
quite good, considering that 
five years ago yon would 
have been laugiral off the 
premises for suggesting that 
18 foreign ministers would 
have gotten together in one 
room at all, much less discuss 
quite sensitive issues,” said a 
delegate from New Zealand 
who demanded anonymity. 

He said many specific 
proposals were presented and 
they would be studied before 
the next security forum next 
year. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations organised 
the three-hour forum as part 
of the annual meeting of fore- 
ign ministers of ASEAN and 
its allies and neighbours. 

These were flit first multi- 
lateral, ministerial-level 
security talks in Asia, and 
paftidpahts avoided overiy- 
spedfic discussion of conflicts 
so as to avoid contention. 

The end of the cold war has 
ended the Soviet threat and 
Vietnam’s military occupa- 
tion of Cambodia, but Asia 
now faces North Korea’s nuc- 
lear threat and renewed wor- 
ries of fighting in the south 
China Sea, where six Asian 
nations have competing 
claims. 

Also worrisome are con- 
tinuing rivil war in Cambo- 
dia, the military regime in 
Burma, and an arms build- tip 
in Asia while defence spend- 
ing decreases worldwide. 

Four key nations were not 
at Monday’s talks: Cambo- 
dia, North Korea, Burma and 
'Taiwan, a claimant to the 
South China Seas that 
couldn’t appear because of 
opposition from Beijing. 

Participants were ASEAN 
members Thailand, Indone- 
sia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
.Brunei and the Philippines; 
ASEAN dialogue partners 
Australia, Canada, the Euro- 
pean Union, Japan, New 
Zealand, South Korea and 
the United States; and China, 
Russia, Laos, Papua New 
Guinea and Vietnam. 

Several countries proposed 
starting with greater “trans- 
parency” to build trust, in- 
cluding publication by each 
country of papers of its de- 
fence policy and military sta- 
tus. Another proposal called 
for a regional arms register. 
Still others ranged from the 
1 h.i*l l “T- & most basic — dedarings non- 
• n ii sonu' ^ Y use of force — to the most 
■tjmpnu-i ■ ^icinpo 1 ^ ambitious — formation of a 
ik'ui-' 1 ' 1 "* _...,.-nis ... regional peacekeeping force 

to complement United Na- 
tions forces. 

“However, no attempts 
should be made to nse 
confidence-building mea- 
sures and preventive di- 
plomacy to resolve internal 
conflict or problems of a 
country,” said a statement 
nted at Monday’s talks 
l Chinese Foreign Minister 
fan Qichen. 

Philippine Foreign Secret- 
ly Roberto Romulo proposed 
yolleybaJl among military an- 
tis in the South China Sea to 
foster friendship. 

-‘‘We have identified this 
Bane after serious study and 
consultation,” his. statement 
Slid. “It symbolises the team- 
work and cooperation that 
would be required to prevent 
Potential conflict.” 

. He said nations should join 
01 an ASEAN declaration 
Paging only peaceful means 
resolution. 

Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter All Alatas proposed that, 
the informal South China Sea 
workshops that Indonesia has 
tefcanised since 1990 be up- 
gwted t 0 the government 
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A young Rwandan carry her brotho: heads for 
the distribiitJHHi area for food aid pnr»rtniH 


by American forces into 
border zone (AFP photo) 
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Bosnian Serbs threaten 
new pressure on U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia's 
Serbs threatened to “make 
life difficult” for the United 
Nations In Bosnia as 
mediators met Monday to 
consider whether to punish 
them for effectively rejecting 
the latest peace plan. 

Senior officials of the five- 
nation “contact group” con- 
ferred in Moscow in an effort 
to rescue the plan which has 
been accepted by the 
Muslim-Croat alliance bnt 
not so far by the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The meeting was also ex- 
pected to decide whether 
contact group foreign minis- 
ters would meet as previously 
scheduled in Geneva on July 
30 to weigh posable mea- 
sures to 'punish the Serbs for 
not accepting the plan. 

In Sarajevo, the U.N. said 
the Bosnian Serb military 
commander. General Ratko 
Mladic, had threatened to 
restrict the U.N.’s freedom of 
movement if his demands for 
the release of Serb prisoners 
held by the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government were not 
met. 

U.N. sources have blame 
the Serbs for shooting at 
U.N. aircraft at Sarajevo Air- 
port last week and inter- 
preted -the action as being 
designed to increase pressure 
on the peacekeepers at a time 
when the contact group is 
considering taking military 
measures against the Serto 
over the peace plan. 

At a meeting last week, 
with General Sir Michael 
Rose, the U.N. commander 
in Bosnia, Gen. Mladic re- 
fused to allow the U.N. to fly 
35 patients out of the Muslim 
enclave of Gorazde until 500 
Serb detainees are freed, a 
U.N. spokeswoman said 
Monday. 

The Bosnian government 
has refused to release them 
until they get a lull account- 
ing for their own missing 
personnel. 

The U.N. denounced as 
unacceptable any linkage be- 
tween the prisoner issue and 
medical evacuations. It said 
Gen. Mladic had told Gen. 
Rose the Serbs were ready to 
take action to block the 
U.N.’s freedom of movement 
in Bosnian Serb territory af- 
ter July 30. 

“They didn’t specifically 
say stopping freedom of 
movement completely after 
the 30th, but they did say 
they would make our Uves 
more difficult,” U.N. spokes- 
woman Claire Grimes said. 

She also said the Serbs had 
violated a U.N.-imposed 
heavy weapons exclusion 


zone around Gorazde by 
opening fire on residents 
within the enclave with a 
4 Qmm anti-aircraft gun. 

Ms. Grimes said a woman 
was killed and a man wound- 
ed in Gorazde Sunday when 
Serbs opened fire on a group 
of people gathering in the 
harvest The incident was a 
violation of an agreement 
allowing harvesting to take 
place peacefully. 

. In Moscow, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency said De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
would fly to former Yugosla- 
via Tuesday to meet local 
political leaders and army 
commanders. 

Russian First Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Igor Ivanov 
chaired a meeting of the con- 
tact group, which comprises 
Britain, the U.S., Russia, 
France and Germany, in 
Moscow. He said the group 
was doing all it could to win 
frill support for the peace 
plan. 

“We believe we have a 
plan that is balanced and 
realistic and reflects the in- 
terests of all sides... to aban- 
don it would hardly be expe- 
dient,” he told TASS. 

Hie plan awards 51 per 
cent of Bosnia to the Muslim- 
Croat federation, while the 
Serbs, who control 70 per 
cent of the former Yugoslav 
republic, would have to roU. 
back to 49 per cent. 

French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard said there 
were signs that all the fac- 
tions were preparing for an 
eventual rejection of the pace 

E lan and an outbreak of new 
ostilities. 

“For the moment, it is only 
a rejection on the part of 
Bosnian Serbs. Bnt the de- 
finitive rejection of this peace 
plan would incontestably set 
off a resumption of hostilities 
across all the territory of ex-, 
Yugolsavia,” he told Radio' 
Luxembourg. 

In Sarajevo, the United 
Nations announced it was 
reopening the airport after a 
series of closures since last 
Wednesday as a result of 
gunfire directed at U.N. air- 
craft. 

A U.N. military aircraft 
touched down and took off 
again Monday morning with- 
out incident. 

The U.N. also disclosed 
that two French soldiers, mis- 
sing from their posts in 
Sarajevo since Thursday 
night, appeared to have gone 
over to the Bosnian Serbs. 

“It was a deliberate 
attempt (to leave) on their 
part,” said Ms. Grimes. 
“They put pillows in their 
beds.” 


Only 19 elected in latest 
round of Ukrainian voting 


KIEV (AP) — Only 19 legis- 
lators were elected in the 
latest round of voting to fill 
112 vacant seats in Ukraine’s 
parliament, and low turnout 
spoiled elections in many dis- 
tricts, officials reported Mon- 
day. 

Elections were declared 
valid in 64 districts where the 
turnout reached the required 
50 or more per cent. But in 45 
of those constituencies, 
neither candidate received 
the necessary SO or more per 
cent of the vote m Sunday’s 
balloting. 

The Central Election Com- 
mission said runoffs in these 
districts will be held in two 
weeks, and in those where 
elections were declared in- 
valid, a new round will be 
held in November. 

The results were a dis- 
appointment for the revived 
Communist Party and its con- 
servative allies, who hoped to 
increase their already signifi- 
cant share of parliament seats 
— 145 out of 450. 

Of those actually elected, 
14 people were not affiliated 
with any party and the rest 
belonged to small centrist 


groups. Of those who adv- 
anced to the runoffs, only 8 
formally belonged to the 
Communist or the Socialist 
Party. 

“Apathy of the people has 
resulted in our defeat,” said 
Vladimir Melnik of the Com- 
munist Party’s ruling Central 
Committe. “Our mistake was 
a sloppy election campaign.” 

But the allies of Ulbaine’s 
new president, Leonid Kuch- 
ma, also conld not claim vic- 
tory. 

Mr. Kuchma, a proponent 
of economic re fo rm s, needs 
more support in parliament 
to carry them through. At 
present, his Inter-regional 
Bloc of Reforms (IBR) con- 
trols only 30 seats. The pro- 
Communist majority in par- 
liament opposes privatisation 
and wants to curb presiden- 
tial powres. 

“It's hard to say that the 
number of our supporters in 
parliament has substantially 
increased,” said Vladimir 
Karpov, IBR's parliamentary 
leader. 

“The majority among 
those elected are not affili- 
ated with any party, though 
some might join our faction. 


4 dead 
in army 

shootout, 
strike hits 
Kashmir 

SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Three Indian army sol- 
diers and a Muslim militant 
were killed in a shootout 
Monday in the north Kashmir 
town of Kupwara, as a strike 
by thousands of government 
workers disrupted life in the 
valley. 

Police in Srinagar, the 
Kashmir summer capita], said 
soldiers and Muslim militant 
gunmen traded fire for more 
than three hours in the Cho- 
kibal area of Kupwara. Three 
soldiers and a militan t were 
killed, they said. 

The gun battle coincided 
with anti-Indian protests in a 
Srinagar suburb by residents 
who took to the streets fol- 
lowing the alleged (tilling of 
two brothers by Indian secur- 
ity forces Sunday. 

Chanting anti-Indian slo- 
gans, the residents demanded 
a probe into the incident. 
They said the brothers were 
among eight suspects 
arrested by security forces. 
Six were -allowed to go but 
the two were killed in cus- 
tody, they said. 

Kashmiri residents have 
frequently accused Indian 
army and paramilitary sol- 
diers of shooting suspects in 
cold blood. Most such 
accusations are dismissed by 
the authorities as fake. 

In the northern Kashmir 
district of Baramulla, mean- 
while, two women were kid- 
napped and killed by Muslim 
militants who suspected them 
to be police informants, the 
police said. 

Elsewhere in the valley the 
security forces lolled 11 mili- 
tants Sunday night, including 
seven trying to sneak in from 
across the border with 
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir, 
the Press Trust of India said. 

Kashmir is held in part by 
India and Pakistan, which 
have fought two wars over 
the ownership of the Hima- 
layan state since independ- 
ence from British rule in 
1947. 

New Delhi accuses Pakis- 
tan of backing Muslim mili- 
tants in the Indian-controlled 
southern two-thirds of Kash- 
mir. Islamabad denies 
charges of arming and train- 
ing the rebels but admits pro- 
viding them with moral and 
diplomatic support. 

The Muslim -majority val- 
ley was gripped Monday be a 
strike by more than 30,000 
employees of the Kashmir 
state government which dis- 
rupted water and power sup- 
plies. 


French clash with Rwandan 
militia; Zaire camp deaths rise 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — French 
Foreign Legionnaires have 
clashed with Hutu militia (til- 
lers in southwest Rwanda 
while the death toll in Rwan- 
dan refugee camps in Zaire 
climbed to 11,000. 

French forces struggling to 
contain looting and a mass 
movement of refugees into 
Zaire said they skirmished 
with Hutu militia for three 
nights near Bugaraxna. 

Foreign Legion 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jacques 
Hogard said his men, prob- 
ably the toughest in the 
French army, inflicted casual- 
ties. The Legionnaires suf- 
fered none, he added. 

“We are hunting them. ” 
Col. Hogard said Sunday in 
Cyangugu in the French- 
declared "safe zone.” 

The “interahamwe” (those 
who fight together) are a 
French-brained Hutu militia 
who played a leading role in 
massacring members of the 
Tutsi-minority after the Hutu 
government launched its 
genocidal purge of Rwanda’s 
former feudal rulers in April. 

Now with the army defe- 
ated by the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RFP), the militia are coerc- 
ing the Hutu population into 
joining them in exile, pillag- 
ing wnat'is left of Rwanda 
and carrying out hit-and-run 
attacks on Tutsis. 

With a cholera epidemic 
(tilling more Rwandans in re- 
fugee camps in eastern Zaire, 
the United Nations said Mon- 
day that existing mass graves 
had all been filled. 

“The death toll continues 
to rise. Our rough estimate is 
that 11,000 have died,” U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
Ray Wilkinson tola reporters 
in the Zairean border town of 
Goma. 

“All the existing mass 
graves have been filled and 
we’re looking for new sites 
for this grisly task.” 

But Mr. Wilkinson also 
struck a more optimistic note 
in saying that more food was 
being delivered to the remote 


Zaire camps and that 
thousands of refugees had 
begun to go home to Rwan- 
da. 

“We maybe turning the 
comer, reaching rock bot- 
tom, climbing out of the 
abyss in which we have fal- 
len,” he said. 

On Sunday U.S. military 
planes dropped food aid to 
Rwandan refugees in what 
aid workers said was a sense- 
less operation, bnt many sick 
and hungry Hums gave up 
waiting for help anyway and 
began the long trek home. 

Three C-130 plane targeted 
an airstrip near Katale re- 
fugee camp but witnesses said 
that instead of flying along 
the strip they flew across and 
dropped thier load over the 
countryside, as far as one 
mile (1.5 ko) off the mark. 

Mr. Wilkinson said that 
UNHCR was planning to 
position its officials in the 
towns of northwestern Rwan- 
da along the route that re- 
fugees, being encouraged to 
return, could take borne. 

The U.N. wants to . get 
trucks to help ferry those too 
weak to make the journey on 
foot back home and Mr. Wil- 
kinson said the refugees 
would be able to feed off 
abundant crops standing in 
the fields unharvested. 

But he added: “Our sound- 
ings in the camps also tell us 
many people are terrified 
they will be killed if they go 
home." 

Rwanda’s President Pas- 
teur Bizimungu left for 
Mauritius Monday for talks 
with Zairean President 
Mobutu Sese Seko to speed 
up the return of refugees 
from Zaire. 

Mr. Bizimungu. installed 
last Tuesday at the head of an 
RPF government, appealed 
to the United States to use 
the largely-deserted capital 
Kigali as its main coordina- 
tion point for aid to Rwanda. 

"We will discuss the re- 
fugee situation in Zaire. The 
Zairean authorities have put 
some obstacles preventing re- 
fugees from returning,” Mr. 


Bizimungu told reporters at 
Kigali Airport before leaving 
for Mauritius. 

In the last week, thousands 
of corpses have been dumped 
into deep trenches dug by 
French forces from Opera- 
tion Turquoise on the edge of 
Goma town’s cemetery. 

Medicius Sans Frontiers 
(Doctors Without Borders) 
spokeswoman Isabel Pardieu 
told reporters daily deaths 
had risen from 10 per 10,000 
last week to 30 per 10,000 
over the weakend — a total 
of about 3,000 a day. 

“It’s getting worse. We see 
the bodies on the roads but 
not far into the camps,” Ms. 
Pardieu said. 

French soldiers are only 
collecting corpses that mm 
np in Goma town, and many 
are piling up around the 
camps to the north and west 


of Goma uncollected,” aid 
workers said. 

Mr. Bizimungu said Mon- 
day he would investigate 
whether a leading Hutu 
politician has being held by 
the Rwandan Patriotic Front. 

Mr. Bizimungu told repro- 
ters he did not know the 
whereabouts of Hum politi- 
cian Sylverstre Kamali, mis- 
sing for nearly two weeks. 

Mr. Knmaii's wife Sunday 
said her husband was 
abducted by RPF fighters at a 
roadblock in the capital Kiga- 
li on July 14. 

Philemone Kamali said she 
beleives he was taken be- 
cause of his refusal to join 
RPF forces during the three 
month civil war sparked by 
the assassination of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana April 
6 . 



Rwandan refugees and a French soldier work on undoing the 
wraps of an air-dropped aid package near Goma, Zaire (AFP 
photo) 


Prosecutor seeks 11 years jail for Craxi 


MILAN (Agencies) — A 
Milan public prosecutor 
asked a court Monday to 
sentence former Prime Muns- 
ter Bettino Craxi to 11 years 
in jail for fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy .in the collapse of Ita- 
lian bank Banco Ambrosiano 
over a decade ago, court 
sources said. 

It was the first of a number 
of trials for corruption and 
the illegal financing of politic- 
al parties involving the burly 
former Socialist Party chief to 
reach the summing up stage 
when the prosecutors ask for 
sentencing. 

Mr. Craxi was not in court 
to hear the public prosecutor 
wind up the case for the 
proseention. The former 
politician has been at his holi- 
day home in Tunisia for 
months with his lawyers 
arguing he is too ill to travel 
with complications stemming 
from the diabetes, from 
which he has long suffered. 

The prosecutor asked for 
10 years jail for former Jus- 
tice Minister Claudio Martel- 
h, once Mr. Craxi’ s number 
two in the Socialist Party, and 
seven years each for a former 
vice-president of state eneigy 
group NI and Licio GeUi, 
once the grandmaster of the 
banned P2 Masonic Lodge. 

Mr. Craxi and Mr. Marteili 
are accused of having 
accepted several million dol- 


lais from Banco Ambrosiano 
before it collapsed in 1982 in 
Italy' biggest post-war bank 
failure. Banco Ambrosiano 
Chairman Roberto Calvi, a 
member of the P2, was later 
found hanging from Lon- 
don’s Blackfriars’ Bridge. 

The former Socialist Party 
leader, once one of Italy's 
most powerful politicians, 
feces two other trials in Milan 
and about 20 investigations in 
connection with suspected 
corruption. 

Meanwhile, the director of 
central financing at Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Fininvest 
media empire reported Mon- 
day to judges investigating 
the “dean hands” corruption 
probe. 

Salvatore Sdasda was im- 
mediately brought before 
Judge Antonio Di Pietro, the 
star of the anti-corruption 
campaign, to face charges of 
tax evasion in a probe imo 
alleged collusion between 
leading companies and fi- 
nance police, Milan judidal 
officials said. 

A warrant had been issued 
for his arrest Saturday, along 
with 22 others, just two days 
after magistrates won back 
powers to detain corruption 
suspects following a climb- 
down by Mr. Berlusconi over 
a controversial decree. 

Police issued a similar war- 


rant against Mr. Sciasria’s 
deputy Gianmarco Rizzi, a 
former finance police officer 
amid reports that Mr. Berlus- 
coni's businessman brother 
Paolo, already facing corrup- 
tion charges, was also being 
probed for tax evasion. 

The new wave of arrests 
puts Mr. Berlusconi in a diffi- 
cult position, increasing cri- 
ticism that he is mixing up the 
interests of state with his 
private commercial interests 
which he has not yet given 
up. 

A meeting Sunday evening 
appeared to illustrate the 
point as Gianni Letta, under- 
secretary at the prime minis- 
ter’s office and former rice 
president of Fininvest, and 
Cesare Preriti, minister of 
defence and former Fininvest 
laxvyer came to his villa in 
Arcore, near Milan, to dis- 
cuss the whole affair. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s fractious 
government coalition, 
weakened by the row forcing 
him to withdraw a decree 
depriving judges of the right 
to detain corruption suspects, 
is already showing fresh 
cracks in response to the 
latest initiative. 

Tiziana Maiolo of the 
prime minister’s Forza Italia 
Party, who heads parlia- 
ment’s Judicial Committee, 
accused the judge of “getting 
revenge" for the withdrawn 


decree and ignoring the con- 
stitutional separation of pow- 
ers. 

But a leader of Forza Ita- 
lia’s coalition partner, the 
Northern League, said the 
investigations should con- 
tinue. 

“The truth is that Silvio 
Berlusconi entered politics to 
defend his own and others' 
interests,” said the League's 
Luca Orsenigo. 

Mirko Tremaglia of the 
ruling coalition neo-fascist 
National Alliance, who chairs 
the National Assembly’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
also thanked Judge Di Pietro 
Sunday for “continuing his 
campaign for cleanliness.” 

The centre-left opposition 
played on the government’s 
confusion Monday, after 
accusing the premier Sunday 
of trying to impose the con- 
troversial decree “to prevent 
any light being cast on the 
affairs of Fininvest.” 

Luigi Berlinguer, president 
of the left-wing group in par- 
liament, asked Mr. Berlusco- 
ni to explain the Sunday 
meeting at Arcore which in- 
cluded two government offi- 
cials. 

“How does the prime 
minister intend to distinguish 
between his private business 
and his official responsibili- 
ties," asked Mr. Berlinguer. 


Ousted Gambian leader to stay in Senegal for now 


DAKAR (R) — Gambia's 
ousted President Sir Dawda 
Jawara, granted political asy- 
lum by Senegal after a coup 
by young army officers, will 
stay in Dakar while he de- 
cides his next move, Sene- 
galese officials said Monday. 

Sir Dawda arrived Sunday 
on a U.S. warship with about 
40 relatives and government 
officials, including Vice Pres- 
ident Saidou Sabally and Fi- 
nance Minister Bakary Dar- 
bo. 

“Jawara will stay at the 
Medina residence for the 
time being," an official said, 
referring to the sumptuous 
government guest house in 
Dakar. 

In Banjul, diplomats said 
people were going to work 
normally Monday but the air- 
port and land borders were 
still dosed. 

The 70-year-old leader 
took shelter on the U.S. 
Navy tank-landing ship La 
Moure County in Banjul 
Harbour after troops ram- 
paged through die capital Fri- 
day. 

A Provisional Ruling 


Council of yonng army offic- 
ers has taken power in Ban- 
jul, pledging to end corrup- 
tion and establish a mainly 
drilian government soon. 

In Mali, which borders 
Senegal, the civilian govern- 
ment elected in 1992 after the 
overthrow of military strong- 
man Moussa Traore express- 
ed its concern and irged the 
coup leaders to find a demo- 
cratic solution to their grie- 
vances. 

"Recent history shows that 
a coup d'etat has never 
brought a satisfactory re- 
sponse to problems of econo- 
mic development and the 
search for a democratic admi- 
nistration offering hope nor 
greater sodal justice.” a gov- 
ernment statement said. 

There was no official reac- 
tion from Nigeria, which 
under the terms of a 1992 
defence pact provides the col- 
onel commanding the 800- 
strong Gambian army and 70 
military advisers. 

The young Gambian army 
officers who took power in a 
bloodless coup have tight- 


ened their hold on power. 

Lieutenant Yayeh Jameh 
received ambassadors and re- 
ligious leaders at State House 
Sunday afternoon and prom- 
ised a new government would 
be named as soon as possible. 

“As soon as a new govern- 
ment is instituted which will 
be composed of mostly civi- 
lians, democracy will be in 
place and we will welcome all 
contributions from all corners 
of this country to make sure 
that everything is done in the 
right way. 

"Transparency and 
accountability will be the 
order of the day,” he told 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) Radio. 

Banjul was reported to be 
calm Saturday. “We haven't 
heard any shooting. Every- 
thing seems to be quite quiet 
as rar as we can see at the 
moment,” said a diplomat at 
Britain's high commission. 

Jawara is the third African 
leader to find shelter in 
Senegal after Ahmadou 
Ahidjou of Cameroon, who 
resigned in 1982, and Chad's 


Hissene Habre, overthrown 
in 1990. 

Lt. Jameh, meanwhile, 
seemed set to join the ranks 
of young officers who have 
seized power in West Africa 
promising to end corruption 
and hand over to civilian 
rule. Journalists in Banjul 
said he was 26 years old. 

Ghana's President Jerry 
Rawlings, a flight lieutenant 
who took power in a coup in 
1981, resigned from the air 
force to contest elections in 
1992. 

Sierra Leone's 27-year-old 
leader. Captain Valentine 
Strasser, seized power in a 
coup in April 1992 and has 
promised multi-party elec- 
tions next year. Diplomats 
say he models himselt on Mr. 
Rawlings but his April 29 
revolution has begun to run 
out of steam as the rebel war 
he pledged to end drags on. 

TTie new four-member Pro- 
visional Ruling Council 
appealed to people to report 
for work Monday and asked 
permanent secretariat to 
assume the duties of govern- 
ment ministers who have fled 


or been detained. 

An overnight curfew re- 
mained in force from 7 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. 

Interior Minister Lamine 
Kiti Jabang took refuge in 
Senegal’s southern province 
of Casamance. near the 
Gambian border. 

Officials said 10 Nigerian 
officers working with the 
military had been put under 
house arrest. They included 
the former commander of the 
Cambian army. Colonel 
Boubakar Dada, who was 
preparing to leave Gambia. 
His replacement Colonel 
Lawan Gwadabe, who took 
office last month, is currently 
in Nigeria. 

Gambia is a country of one 
million people surrounded on 
three sides by Sergfgal. Its 
beaches are a popular des- 
tination for British tourists, 
about 1 ,000 of whom are 
believed to be on holiday 
there. 

Britain’s Foreign Office 
advised the British tourists in 
Gambia to stay in their hotel 
complexes. 
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Peace is a 


state of mind 


ARMED WITH the Constitution of the land and 
the support of an overwhelming majority of the 
Jordanian people. His Majesty King Hussein 
yesterday signed in Washington a historical 
document ending the 46-year-old state of war 
between Jordan and Israel. In the document 
itself and in remarks the King made during the 
si g nin g ceremony at the White House, Jordan 
pledged commitment to the cause of making 
peace among all the peoples of the region. The 
document, hailed by President Bill Clinton as “a 
bold step to write a new history,” emphasises the 
two countries’ commitment to the achievement of 
a just, lasting and comprehensive peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours in accordance 
with U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338. It outlines achievements so far accomplished 
between the two countries’ negotiators, especially 
regarding territorial and water rights. It also 
contains further agreements on areas that will 
lead to the eventual normalisation of relations 
between the two countries and peoples. In short, 
the document, as described by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, is the closest the two 
sides could get to a peace treaty. 

The objective of signing a peace treaty between 
the two countries was made second to the 
objective of the quest for “a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace between Israel and its 
neighbours...” 

1 We hope, therefore, that Israel and the other 
Arab parties would move ahead and soon con- 
dude agreements similar to the once signed by 
the King and the Israeli prime minister in 
Washington yesterday that would lead to peace 
treaties among all the parties. 

Jordanians might not rejoice at the moment. 
Bat they have the confidence in their leadership 
to deliver them in times of peace as it did in times 
of war. Many of them pride themselves today at 
the thought that their sons in the Jordanian 
Armed Forces bring peace to the peoples of 
Bosnia, Cambodia, Angola and other hotspots in 
the world, long before Israelis could spare their 
sons for alleviating the sufferings of Rwandans, 
as Mr. Rabin noted yesterday. 

We certainly would like to see more and more 
Israeli soldiers bringing peace to the people all 
over the world, not the least Palestinians. For the 
whole conflict in the Middle East has started with 
the displacement of the Palestinians and the 
denial of their national rights. 

As Prime Minister Abdnl Salam Majali re- 
marked last week at his meeting with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher “peace is a state of 
mind.” What Jordan hopes it did yesterday is to 
have put all the parties concerned in a peaceful 
state of mind. Jordan has opened the door into a 
new dawn for itself, Israel and the rest of the 
Arab World. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE WASHINGTON summit meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is a natural development in the long peace process 
which started in Madrid, said a columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily Monday. The Jordanians and the Israelis have been 
holding direct contacts since the start of the Madrid 
conference at the bilateral and the multilateral levels, and 
the Washington parley comes as a climax to these meetings 
intended to regain the lost and the usurped Arab rights, 
said Mahmoud Rimawi. The United States has been 
persistant in demanding this summit to take place, and 
therefore the U.S. administration is expected to offer 
Jordan and the Arab parties a fair treatment and a just and 
balanced settlement for the Arab- Israeli conflict that would 
guarantee the rights of all parties, particularly the Palesti- 
nian people, said the writer. We expect economic aid from 
Washington and a neutral stand on the part of the 


American administration in handling issues pertaining to 
th ? A rob- Israeli conflict, added the writer. Furthermore. 


lermore. 


said the writer, the Washington meeting should prompt 
Israel to declare its full readiness to comply with all U.N. 


>! aliens. 


A columnist in Al Dnstonr demanded the creation of a 
special cultural committee in Jordan to handle issues 
related to normalisation of cultural relations with Israel. 
Tahcr Al Adwan said that while the hue and cry was raised 
when columnist Sultan Al Hattab appeared on Israel 
television discussing Palestinian rights, there was no 
reaction whatsoever to the appearance of other Jordanian 
journalists on Israeli television or the presence of Israeli 
journalists in Jordan reporting about its social and cultural 
life. Issues pertaining to normalisation with Israel should 
not be left to the whims and mood of certain people or 
remain hanging in the balance and shrouded with mystery, 
said the writer. There is no point in depriving our 
intellectuals of the chance to attend an international 
conference where Israel is represented, and there is no 
justification for preventing them from presenting Arab 
views, he added. The Israelis, said the writer, have 
defeated the Arabs in the battlefield but this should not 
prevent the Arabs from beating the Israelis in cultural 
domains. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


Turkey’s many doors, challenges and neighoburs 


ANKARA, Turkey — I have been here in Ankara for a few 
days attending a media conference, and have been struck by 
the similarities in die issues confronting Turks and Arabs. In 
die few yean since the end of the cold war, ft has become 
obvious that one of the great consequences of this historic 
moment of transformation in the Middle East and in Europe 
is die question that comprises issues such as national 
identity, inter-communal relations within single states, and 
the very national configuration of existing states. 

States that have been stable and that have progressed for 
many decades throughout this century are suddenly having 
to deal with new but native forces of identity, ethnicity, 
religion and political culture. These forces are posing 
important questions about, a) the longevity of the 17th 
century Anglo-French concept of nation-states as the most 
appropriate means of organising communities of tike-minded 
people, and b) more specifically, the durability of existing 
political systems and state configurations in the wider Middle 
East, in which I indude Turkey. 


seems slow in coming. 

Turkey is perhaps die most interesting and important of 
these three aominant regional civilisations because of its — 
literally and figuratively — pivotal strategic position at the 
junction of Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East It 
may also represent a harbinger of things to come in other 
eastern Mediterranean, Middle Eastern, and Islamic/ Asian 
cultures, because it is the one state that has moved fastest 
and furthest on the pad) towards European-style secular, 
democratic statehood. This started in the 19th century under 
the Ottomans, and continued after the revolutionary changes 
instituted by Atatuxk in the early decades of this century. 

Observations on the street here and honest discussions 
with journalists, intellectuals and diplomats all quickly lead 
to one conclusion: Turkey is dealing with the same sorts of 
national identity issues that Egypt, Iran and others in the 
Middle have been addressing since the late 1970s, when the 
lingering socio-economic ana political patterns of post-1920 
contemporary Middle Eastern statehood finally slipped, 
stumbled and wobbled on the material disparities ana the 
cultural and political disequilibrium of the post-1974 oil 
boom. 


It is interesting that three of the most important “nations” 
or civilisations in the Middle East since the dawn of human 
history — Turkey, Egypt, and Iran — are simultaneously 
experiencing strong political or economic pressures that 
might slowly modify the state political systems and national 
structures that have defined them for most of this century or 
even earlier. Along with Syria and Iraq, which wQl soon have 
to deal with similar issues of political identity, Turkey, Iran 


Turkey today confronts four important issues that are 
mirrored in other parts of this region: a) the inclusionary 
status and political culture of e thni c groups such as Kurds, b) 


and Egypt have effectively set the tone of national develop- 
ment and determined the regional condition of virtually the 


ment and determined the regional condition of virtually 
entire Middle East for many centuries. 


I do not mean to suggest that these countries may 
disappear, or be radically transformed into new shapes, tines 
or demographic make-ups. They will almost certainly remain 
within their existing state borders for many years to come. 
But also they will almost certainly experience substantial 
changes in the forms and sentiments that now define their 
political systems — changes that will continue to set die 
patterns for the sodo-ecououuc conditions and national 
political cultures of the region as a whole. 

Being the regional trend-setters that they are due to the 
sheer bulk and force of their demography, culture and 
economy, jt is no coincidence that daring the past century 
and a half Turkey, Iran and Egypt each have tried in turn to 
respond to the challenge of European colonial civilisation by 
becoming European themselves. The ruling elites ana 
economic experiences of Turkey and Egypt in the 19th 
century were both deeply influenced by the desire to become 
European in character, while the shah of Iran more recently 
tried to turn his countiy into an integral part of the strategic 
alliance and the industrial economy of the North Atlantic 
community of states. A central state goal of Turkey today 
remains membership in the European Union (EU), winch 


status and political culture of ethnic groups such as Kurds, b) 
the important role of Islamist political movements, c) the 
nature and direction of a democratic, pluralistic political 
system, and d) the fate of all three of these issues in the face 
of deep and often painful economic restructuring at a time of 
rising population mid stressed economic and natural resource 
bases. 


The important lessons we can learn from Turkey’s 
experience today stem from the fact that it is the most 
advanced and stable secular democracy in die Arab/Islamic 
Middle East Secular democracy is well entrenched in 
Turkey, despite the fact — or perhaps due to the fact — that 
the army has had to step in several tunes in recent decades to 
assure its continuity. The important new factor facing 
democratic secularism in Turkey is the double challenge of 
tribalism (mainly the Kurdish question) and Islamist politics. 

Both the Kurdish and Is lamis t activists accept to play by 
the rules of modern Turkish democracy, but they both also 
explicitly demand that tire secular nature of the state take 
into account die cultural and religious dimensions of people's 
identities. Turkish Kurds and Islamists remain rather vague 


about the specific changes they want implemented to satisfy 
their desires, and the military nature of Kurdish cultural and 


their desires, and the military nature of Kurdish cultural and 
political self-assertion is problematic, unfortunate, probably 
in a ppropriate, and almost certainly ineffective in the long 
run. 

If history is any guide to go by — and Turkey has plenty of 
that — there can be no lasting military answer to the 


In public debut, younger Kim 


a far cry from his forceful father 


By Laura King 

The .Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea — 
He looked distant, dis- 
tracted. even bored. He 
didn't exactly wow the 
crowd. And someone else 
delivered his - speech for 
him. 

Wednesday's public de- 
but of North Korea's pre- 
sumed new leader, Kim 
Jong 11, graphically illus- 
trated what observers have 


i saying 
years: He's no Kim II Sung. 
The elder Kim was a 


towering figure in North 
Korea. Forceful and char- 


Korea. Forceful and char- 
ismatic, he was revered as a 
near-god. 

The younger Kim is 
another story. 

At a mass rally in Pyon- 
gyang — Kim's first appear- 
ance in a public forum since 
his father’s death 12 days 
ago — he stood silently on 
the podium, a bit apart 
from the other officials, 
wearing a dark Mao suit 
and black armband. 

In footage provided by 
die North and shown on 
Japanese and South Korean 
TV. only one thing about 
Kim truly evoked his 
father: He adopted the 
elder Kim's trademark 
stance, with hands clasped 
behind his back. 

The foreign minister deli- 
vered a speech in Kim's 
name, promising good 
times were at hand in the 
hard-up North. 

“We will construct a pa- 
radise on this earth, and we 
will make sure it is realised” 


said the minister. Kim 
Yong Nam, who is also 
deputy premier. 

It wasn’t clear why Kim 
did not speak. Some 
analysts believed it was be- 
cause he has not yet formal- 
ly received the title of party 
chief or president. But he's 
never been a speechmaker 
— those who have met him 
say he speaks very rapidly, 
in an almost disjointed 
manner. 

Although the square was 
filled with up to a million 
North Koreans, packed 

shoulder-to-shoulder, Kim 

made no move or gesture 
acknowledging them. 

The lack of excitement 
was mutual. Foreign diplo- 
mats present for the event 
said the younger Kim's 
appearance on the podium 
caused no stir in the crowd. 

But since the speeches 
.were filled with solemn tri- 
butes to the elder Kim, the 
crowd's silent, stony-faced 
reaction was not unex- 
pected. 

It could also be that 
everyone involved was 
simply worn out. On Tues- 
day, during the late leader's 
funeral procession, official 
television showed scenes of 
North Koreans wailing 
frantically, shaking with 
emotion. 

Kim wasn’t alone if he 
became a bit restless during 
the rally. A series of 
speeches, mainly delivered 
in a chanting monotone, 
went on for more than an 
hour. In the sweltering 
heat, people fidgeted, sol- 
diers swayed on their feet. 


A report by the ITAR- 
TASS news agency from 
the North Korean capital 
said the rally ended ahead 
of schedule because some 
people were fainting. 

Kim Jong II, 52, looked 
tired, and appeared to have 
lost some weight. On seeing 
the North’s television 
coverage, one analyst even 
wondered whether he had 
been ill. 

“I think his apparent 
poor health may explain 
why state TV showed very 
little of him,” said Katsumi 
Sato, a leading North 
Korea-watcher in Japan. 

Since his father's death, 
Kim had been seen only 
briefly in private sessions 
including the funeral cere- 
mony, which was attended 


only by top officials, and 
with foreign diplomats, 
accepting condolence calls. 

Observers found some 
encouraging signs in the 
way the rally was con- 
ducted. 

In the speeches, there 
was none of the anti-U.S. 
rhetoric that often marks 
public occasions in the 
North. That suggests the 
new Pyongyang govern- 
ment is trying to set the 
stage for productive talks 
with the United States on 
the long-running nuclear 
dispute. 

In a sign of Kim’s soli- 
difying power base, the 
armed forces also made a 
high-profile show of loyal- 
ty- 

“To strengthen the 
armed forces is to support 
the new leader with our 


guns,” said Kim Gwang Jin. 
the army's No. 2 man. “The 
whole armed forces will 
support him.” 

Indications are, though, 
that it may be a long time 
before Kim has the land of 
absolute authority his 
father had. 

His stepmother, who 
observers believe Kim tried 
to elbow aside, has resur- 
faced, apparently with a 
higher spot in the political 
hierarchy than she pre- 
viously held. 

And the foreign minis- 
ter’s speech mentioned re- 
peatedly the importance of 
the central committee of 
the Communist Workers’ 
Party. Some South Korean 
officials thought that might 
be a subtle signal that any 
important decision will be 
made through the commit- 
tee, not by Kim’s personal 
fiat. 


Even though South Ko- 
rean and U.S. observers are 
confident that Kim’s place 
as successor is secure, the 
lack of public enthusiasm 
made for a strange contrast 
with the flowery official tri- 
butes to-, him. 


Loudspeakers blared 
songs dedicated to the 
younger Kim. including one 
titled: “Without vou, there 
would be no fatherland.” 

The wording, of one 
speech praising him man- 

SOpH rtHrllif ... .« 
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aged, oddly, to suggest that 
the people of North Korea 


the people of North Korea 
may simple become res- 
igned to their new leader. 
t j ie foreign minister: 
Kimk Jong H is our fate.” 


Sc Midi East, because the answer 

SffcSSS ££* its historically important Asian/ 

Middle Eastem/Islamic hinterland. 4 

This raises the larger question of national identify that one 
also hears discussedin Turkey today: Is Turkey a Euumid 
state a Middle Eastern/Asiatic/Islamic culture, or a credible 
combination of both? The question is intriguing bunt may 
not be legitimate. It is possible, as most Turks insist, that 
Turkey cannot be easily categorised as European or Middle 
Eastern; it is possible that simply by raising the question 
Se^observSssuch as myself ire toopreoccup-^Mby our 
own questions of Arab identity to appreaate the awAentiofy 
of Turkey's multi-cultural, ideologically pi ural stic, |X)htical- 
lv secular and geographically multi-polar national character. 

Y It is heartening tosee Turks straggling with these issues 
within a methodical, pluralistic context, despitethe momen- 
tary nrifitarism of the Kurdish question. It e important for Arabs 
to look doser at the Turkish phenomenon today; we have 
much to learn from this rare yet sustained experience of an 
Islamic soda! and human culture that is grappling with 
indigenous challenges of ethnidty and Islamist pohtira within 
a national political consensus that remains emphatically 
secular, democratic, pluralistic, and tolerant. 

Many in our region are already addressing similar issues of 
national identity and configuration, seeking the most satis- 
factory confluence of secular democracy, religious national- 
ism and the soothing comforts of culture and tribe. We in the 
Arab World are moving in several different directions in our 
attempts to come up with suitable answers to these existen- 
tial questions. Once again, we can look to Turkey on many 
different levels: as a neighbour and co-culture perhaps 
destined to forge its future in close economic and political 
proximity to the Arah/Islamic Middle East; and perhaps also 
as a signpost of where we may be heading in the near future. 

Turkey is knocking at Europe's front door, but that door 
re main* stubbornly shut. Turkey’s other door, meanwhile, 
opens onto the Arab/Islamic Middle East and the Central 
Asian repobfics; it is a door that Turks as well as the rest of us 
around here should work harder at opening, and walking 
through, because we seem to be facing the same national 
challenges and we would probably be collectively streng- 
thened if we worked at facing those challenges together. 



Ignoring reality 


will not do for 


Arafat’s rule 


By-Hisham Sharabi 
The implementation of the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
agreement begins in ear- 
nest with Yasser Arafat, 
head of the Palestinian self- 
government body, taking 
up permanent residence in 
Gaza. 

His return was delayed 
for two related reasons: a 
lack of funds and the 
mounting opposition to his 
leadership. The interna- 
tional suppliers of the 
promised funds have repe- 
atedly called for guarantees 
of accountability before 
making any payments. The 
first measure Mr. Arafat 
will now have to take will 
be to set up the kind of 
administrative machinery 
the World Bank has been 
suggesting for months. 

Restricted aid, however, 
is not what Mr. Arafat had 
in mind. To deal with his 
other, more serious prob- 
lem — the growing opposi- 
tion not just from Islamic 
militants and other rejec- 
tionist groups but from 
broad segments of the 
population — he needs to 
find ways other than of 
distributing money at elec- 
■ tion time. 

A master of the right 
manoeuvre at the right 
time, he had somehow 
been able in the past to 
change despair to hope. He 
did that mostly by manipu- 
lating symbols and ignoring 
reality and substance. 

In Gaza two weeks ago, 
judging by many Palesti- 
nians' reactions, he could 
not quite pull the same 
trick. After Mr. Arafat's 
speech in Gaza city, a 
Washington Post reporter 
asked lyad Sarraj, head of 
the only psychiatric clinic in 
Gaza, what he thought of 
Mr. Arafat. He replied; 
“He is our symbol of de- 
feat. 

During a visit recently to 

the West Bank and Gaza it 

was clear to me that’ a 
serious Palestinian opposi- 
tion to Mr. Arafat's lead- 
ership is already forming 
on me grassroots level. A"t 

a senes , of meetings held in 

May in Jerusalem, Bir Zeit 
and Gaza, and attended bv 
representatives of the diffc. 

rent political factions, in- 
cluding Fateh, and Hamas 
the central issues were 
democracy, reform and the 
«>mmg elections of the 

Council* 6 ^^ning 

A conference brineine 

together Palestinians in^thl 

diaspora next month will 

“foe »*ues and 
make the same demands, 

nSri-T i ^ Upon the inter- 
national community, espe- 


cially the donor states, for 
direct support. 

Back among his people, 
Mr. Arafat will now have 
to respond concretely and 
expeditiously — not in 
symbols and metaphors — 
to moderate and rational 
demands such as are set 
forth on behalf of many 
Palestinians' by Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, the much-re- 
spected former head of the 
Palestinian delegation to 
the peace talks. 

Uppermost among these 
demands is a commitment 
by Mr. Arafat to a definite 
date for the elections (ori- 
ginally scheduled to take 
place this week) and to 
setting up an international- 
ly agreed committee to pre- 
pare for and carry out the 
voting. 

If the elections do take 
place on time, if they are 
carried out democratically 
and freely, they will not 
only give the Palestinians a 
voice in deciding their own 
affairs but will also show 
the world that the Palesti- 
nian people deserve the 
right to self-determination 
and to build their own inde- 
pendent state. 

Mr. Arafat, if he is wisely 
advised, will have nothing 
to fear from such elections; 
on the contrary, he should 
welcome them. He will, 
have little to risk and much 
to gain from a free and 
democratic vote. Accord- 
ing to recent polls, Fateh 
stands to win some 35 per 
cent of the vote in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, and 
Hamas no more than 18 per 
cent. Equally to his advan- 
tage will be a change in his 
style of his leadership and 
the ciemocratisation of pub- 
lic institutions. 

Only a free and democra- 
tic Palestinian entity along- 
side Israel will guarantee a 
genuine and lasting peace. 
An autocratic regime, such 
as exists today in many 
Arab countries, would not 
last but would inevitably 
lead to economic and poli- 
tical disintegration with un- 
predictable consequences. 

A rejuvenated Palesti- 
nian society, which will 
necessarily be democratic 
and secular, will provide 
the model to many Arab 
countries now threatened 
by internal strife of how to 
overcome the confronta- 
tion between militant Islam 
and liberal secularism and 


how to build national unity 
on freedom of thought ana 
expression and on political 
and religious tolerance 
rather than on patriarchal 
repression and autocracy. 


The Washington Post 
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Court bans Yiud MKsfrom government 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s supreme court ruled Monday 
that members of Knesset (MKs) belonging to a «naii 
right-wing party could not become cabinet ministers, 
stymying Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s efforts to expand 
bis minority government The three-person Yiud Party 
broke away from the larger Tsomet Party earlier this year, 
citing allegations of corruption against Tsomet leader 
Rafael Eitan, They signed an agreement with Mr. Rabin’s 
government this month whereby they would join his 
government in exchange for a cabinet post and a deputy 
minister post Tsomet and an honesty-in-govemment 
movement called Betzedek appealed the deal to the 
supreme court, citing a law banning legislators from 
changing rides in exchange for benefits. A three-man panel 
led by Chief Justice Meir Sham gar ruled in favour of 
Tsomet and Betzedek. It said it would publish the reasons 
for its decision at a later date. Yiud leader Gonen Segev, 
who was reportedly slated to become energy minister, told 
Israel Radio that the agreement with Mr. Rabin could still 
be saved. He noted that the decision did not prevent 
non-legislators from becoming cabinet ministers, suggest- 
ing that Yiud officials outride parliament could stDl take 
the posts. Mr. Rabin sought the support of Yiud to gain 
right-wing support for peace moves. Government parries 
have 56 of the parliament's 120 seats. Another five 
legislators- belonging to Arab parries support the govern- 
ment from the outride on all peace moves. 

Malaysia to probe prince who visited Israel 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Investigators are looking into 
possible changes against the brother of Malaysian King 
Tuanku Jaafar for flouting a ban on travel to Israel, 
officials said Monday. The king’s brother, Tuanku Abdul- 
lah Abdul Rahman, reportedly visited Tel Aviv last month 
for a round of talks on trade and other issues, according to 
Israeli media. If the reports of Prince Tuanku Abdullah's 
visit prove true, his passport could be revoked. Law 
Minister Syed Hamid Albar said Monday. Malaysia does 
not recognise Israel. Malaysian officials have said they 
welcome the present progress towards resolving Palestme- 
Israel conflicts, but that it is not yet time for Malaysia to 
establish relations with Israel. 

Electrical fault started Khartoum bank fire 

KHARTOUM (R) — Investigators have concluded that a 
fire which gutted the Bank of Sudan, the country’s central 
bank, in Khartoum in March was started by an electrical 
short-circuit, a Khartoum newspaper reported on Monday. 
They ruled out criminal action as the cause of the blaze, A1 
Ingaz A1 Watani said. Losses were limited and important 
documents were saved, it added. 

Village head killed for aiding Israel 

HEBRON, West Bank (R) — Palestinians killed a West 
Bank Arab village leader whom they suspected of collabor- 
ating with Israel, Palestinians said on Monday. Palestinian 
sources said Hmaidan Mahmoud Zaareer. 47, mulch tar of 
Samua village near Hebron, was ambushed Sunday night 
and shot 12 times. He was killed instantly. Villagers said 
Zaareer was known for helping Israeli soldiers hunt Palesti- 
nian activist? and said be had helped sell Arab, land to 
Israelis. 

Turkish president visits Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Turkish President Suleyman Demirel 
arrived in Iran on Monday for a 48-hour visit to discuss 
bilateral ties as well as regional and international issues. 
Mr. Demirel, accompanied by a delegation including 
Minister of State for Economic Cooperation Ali Sevlri Erek 
and several deputies and businessmen, was welcomed at 
the airport by President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. It 
was his first visit to Iran since becoming president last year. 
Mr. Demirel told reporters that he would discuss bilateral 
relations and exchange views on regional and international 
issues. The two neighbours have the “political will” to 
boost ties and maintain their “friendly relationship,” he 
said. Mr. Demirel last visited Iran as prime minister in 
October 1992. The visit will aim to boost coordination in 
the fight against anti-government rebels and to raise the 
level of trade between the two countries, according to 
Turkish diplomatic sources in Ankara. 

Israeli hospital set up at ‘gates of heir 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — An Israeli medical team set up 
Monday a field hospital near the Zairean town of Goma, 
Environment Minister Yosri Sarid said, describing the 
Rwanda border area as “the gates of hell.” The situation is 
“horrible, horrible here, there’s no description for what is 
happening here," he told Voice of Israel radio. “It’s 
beyond any nightmare.” Seven of eight Israeli army 
Hercules transport aircraft which left Tel Aviv overnight 
had landed in the region and the 77-strong team had begun 
erecting the 150-bed hospital, Mr. Sarid said. According to 
the medical charity Medecms Sans Frontier es 3,000 Rwan- 
dan refugees are dying every day from cholera and other 
diseases. “We are establishing our field hospital and 
tomorrow we hope we will start saving lives. That’s what 
we are here for," Mr. Sarid added. 


Heatwave destroys crops in south Morocco 

RABAT (R) — An exceptional heatwave with tempera- 
tures above 50 degrees Celsius (122 Fahrenheit) ha& 
destroyed between 20 and 50 per cent of fruit and vegetable 
crops in South Morocco. The citrus fruit growers associa- 
tion (ASP AM) said however that citrus groves in the Souss 
valley were ouly slightly damaged when sered for a week by 
a shergui wind from the Sahara. The heat burned plastic 
sheets over banana and tomato plantations and practically 
destroyed melon crops planted in the open. The ASPAM 
gave no figures for losses. It said the damage was being 
evaluated by the authorities in the area where there is an 
acute water shortage after two years of drought. 

Iran official: Women should be more prominent 

NICOSIA (AP) — A top presidential deputy in male- 
dominated, Islamic Iran wants women to get more access to 
top jobs, including cabinet positions, the Tehran Tunes 
reported Monday. However, it was unlikely the call by 
Ayatollah Mohajerani, vice-president for legal and par- 
liamentary affairs, would greatly change women’s roles in a 
society rigidly controlled by a clerical hierarchy that has 
long kept them on the sidelines. The English-language 
daily quoted Ayatollah Mohajerani as saying “social 
customs and traditions” were to blame for the misconcep- 
tion that women could not be employed at the executive 
level. He said “lack of self confidence” in women also was 
a factor hindering their progress. He said he had appointed 
a wo man to head the legal affairs department at the 
presidential office, which he called a key post. Excerpts of 
the interview with the paper were carried by the Islamic 
Republic News Agency. Ayatollah Mohajerani’s state- 
ment's followed rallies last weekend by a prominent 
opposition group that drew thousands in at least a dozen 
Western capitals in a show of support for Maiyam Rajavi, a 
top female leader of the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq's National 
Council of Resistance. 


Israel reduces forces in W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel recently 
cut its forces in the West 
Bank, including the tense 
cityof Hebron, despite an in- 
crease in violence, Israeli 
papers reported Monday. 

Deputy chief of staff Major 
General Anmon Shahak told 
the government there was in- 
creased violence in the occu- 
pied territories since Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat ar- 
rived in Gaza on July 1, the 
reports said. 

Gen. Shahak. told the 
weekly cabinet meeting Sun- 
day that the number of stone- 
throwing and shooting inci- 
dents has increased, the daily 
Haaretz said. 

Since July 1, four Israelis 
have been killed by Palesti- 
nians, one during violence at 
the main Erez crossing point 
from Gaza into Israel last 
Sunday. 


A border policeman died 
early Monday of his wounds 
incurred when a Palestinian 
policeman shot him during a 
mass confusion. 

Despite Gen. Shahak’s re- 
port, the army cut its Ibices 
in the West Bank and re- 
duced the number of soldiers 
posted in Hebron by a third, 
the Jerusalem Post said. 

An army spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the 
report because of army policy 
that prohibits discussion of 
troop movement. 

The spokesman added that 
the army periodically reev- 
aluates the security situatison 
in a given area, and then 
determines deployment 
accordingly. 

Military sources said ser- 
vices in the occupied territor- 
ies had curtailed training of 
ground troops deployed 
there, and the redeployment 


would help restore their com- 
bat readiness. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) bas 
urged Israel to withdraw its 
troops from mam Palestinian 
centres in the West Bank by 
next month to reduce fricti- 
son and help build grass-roots 
Palestinian support for the 
self-rule accord, now cover- 
ing only the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Israel has said a major 
withdrawal from other West 
Bank cities and towns would 
only occur later, at the same 
time as Palestinian elections. 
No date has been set for the 
elections. 

Israel and the PLO mean- 
while postponed until Tues- 
day a new round of negotia- 
tions in Cairo aimed at ex- 
tending Palestinian auton- 
omy, an Israeli diplomat said 
in Cairo. 


'’Both parties agreed late 
last week for technical 
reasons to resume talks on 
Tuesday,” he said without 
elaborating. 

PLO chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Wednesday that 
the talks would resume Mon- 
day. 

Israel and the PLO are 
negotiating the transfer of 
civilian powers to the rest of 
the West Bank still under 
occupation, as well as issues 
that were left unresolved by 
the May 4 agreement that 
launched Palestinian self-rule 
in tiieGaza Strip and Jericho. 

Differences on the extent 
of Palestinian empowerment 
were reported by Dr. Shaath 
at the end of the second 

round of talks last week. 

Tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, said on 
Monday tbe Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 


led by Mr. Arafat does not 
represent the Palestinian 

* ?e ^£he Palestinian authority 
has accepted occupation, 
kept the Jewish settlements, 
abandoned the question of 
Jerusalem and forgotten tbe 
Palestinian refugees,” Hamas 
leader Ahmad Bahr, in an 
interview. 

“It does not represent 
our people,” said Mr. Bahr, a 
teacher at the Islamic Uni- 
versity in Gaza City. 

“These (autonomous) ter- 
ritories are still occupied 
which gives us a right to 
pursue a holy war and to 
resist." 

Mr. Arafat has repeatedly 
called for Palestinian unity 
and held out a hand to the 
opposition factions such as 
Hamas which have continued 
the aimed struggle against 
Israel. 


Christopher: treaty between 
Jordan and Israel in months 


The Jerusalem Post 

ISRAEL and Jordan are like- 
ly to sign a peace treaty with- 
in a matter of months. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said in an exclusive 
interview with The Jerusalem 
Post. 

Mr. Christopher hinted 
that an Israel-Jordan peace 
treaty would be unlinked to 
progress on the stalled 
Syrian peace track. 

Furt h er m ore, Mr. Christ- 
opher confirmed for the first 
time that the U.S..wfl] seek to 
alleviate Jordanian debt and 
help modernise die Jordanian 
army in return for its moving 
tow ar ds peace with Israel. He 
indicated that new military 
hardware would be dispatch- 
ed from excess supplies of the 
U.S. armed forces. 

When asked about a timet- 
able for a Jordan- Israel peace 
treaty, Christopher told The 
Post: “I think it is likely to be 
measured in months rather 
than years. It is up to the 
parties, of course. But the 
King, by saying a month was 
too short, gave you the best 
dimension of the fact that this 
is not off in the far distant 
future.” 

Questioned about whether 
progress with Jordan was 
linked to movement in peace 
talks with Syria, the secretary 
of state hinted that Amman 
may not wait for Damascus. 

“The King addressed 
that,” Mr. Christopher re- 
plied. “Jordan is certainly in 
favour of comprehensive- 
ness, but they retain their 


sovereign right to move at 
their own pace.” 

Mr. Christopher declined 
to discuss anything related to 
the U.S. role in brokering a 
U.S. -Syrian agreement, 
saying those issues were too 
sensitive to be discussed pub- 
licly. 

The secretary voiced confi- 
dence that Don-neighbouring 
Arab states would also be 
more prone to move towards 
normalising ties with Israel as 
a result of yesterday's event. 

Peace moves with Jordan, 
coming on the beels of peace 
with Egypt and tbe Palesti- 
nians, will also provide 
Israelis with a psychological 
boost, be said. Christopher 
said be believes Israelis will 
now have “a feeling it (is) 
possible for them to be part 
of a Middle East community. 
This is, of course, what the 
U.S. has always been hoping 
for, working for, that Israel 
will be accepted as part of 
that community and not have 
to live in tbe isolation of an 
aimed camp.” 

When asked whether the 
U.S. would both provide 
Jordanian debt relief and 
modernise the Jordanian 
army, the secretary of state 
confirmed the U.S. would be 
helpful to Jordan on both 
fronts. 

“Yes, we are committed to 
working with (King Hussein) 
in both of those areas,” Mr. 
Christopher answered. “We 
are working with Congress 
right at tins present time. I, 
am making phone calls now. In 
tprm< of furnishing military 


equipment, Jordan is under- 
taking a review of tbeir milit- 
ary capability. I think they 
will probably do what many 
countries have done, and that 
is, both downsize and mod- 
ernise. After they have 
finished that review, we are 
prepared to woik with them, 
especially with our excess de- 
fence articles." 

While Mr. Christopher 
sought to cast tbe Jordanian 
military downsizing as a cost- 
cutting measure, there is spe- 
culation th»t the move to 
drop from four to three fight- 
ing divisions is being done to 
make modernisation of tbe 
Jordanian military un w oni- 
some to Israel. 

Senior Ointou administra- 
tion officials have privately 
denied reports that Jordan 
has already asked for F-16 
aircraft, saying no specific 
requests have been pot for- 
ward while tbe Jordanian re- 
view is being undertaken. 
They have also denied re- 
marks made by Mi*. Rabin at 
tbe Knesset foreign affairs 
and defence committee last 
week saying he believed a 
U.S. memorandiun.of under- 
standing has been reached. 

Mr. Christopher confirmed 
that he is reaching out to- 
wards congressional leaders 
to win support for Jordanian 
debt forgiveness. The secret- 
ary of state has already 
phoned key senators Robert 
Byrd, Daniel Inouye and Pat- 
rick Leahy m a bid to win 
their support, a 

senior Clinton administration 
official said. 


Yemen’s rivals 
discuss amnesty 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — Ye- 
men’s former civil war foes 
have met in tbe Omani capit- 
al to discuss the amnesty de- 
clared by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, Yemeni De- 
puty Prime Minister Abdul 
Wahab A1 Anri said here 
Monday. 

Mr. Saleh’s representatives 
and southern leaders who 
had fled to Oman when the 
two-month civil war ended 
earlier this month discussed 
tbe amnesty declared by Ye- 
men’s northern president in 
May, Mr. Ansi told AFP. 

The amnesty was to apply 
to all southerners except tbeir 
leader Ali Salem A1 Beidh 
and 15 colleagues. 

But Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Ghani, who was here for 
three days with Mr. Anri, 
said Sunday the amnesty 
would also apply to tbe 16 if 
they denounced the break- 
away state they declared two 
weeks after war broke out on 
May 5. 

Mr. Beidh and his col- 
leagues fled to Oman after 
the key southern cities of 
Aden and Mokalla were cap- 
tured by northern forces on 
July 7. 

Mr. Anri derlined to say 
when the meeting was held 
and who attended. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani’s delega- 
tion and a southern Yemeni 
team later travelled separate- 
ly to tbe United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). 

“The UAE is concerned 
about a return to stability and 


achieving national reconcilia- 
tion in Yemen,” UAE Presi- 
dent Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan told delegates from 
south Yemen in AJ ’Ain, 160 
kilometres north of Abu 
Dhabi. 

It was the first meeting 
between Sheikh Zayed and 
the delegation leader, Haidar 
Abu Bakr A1 Atlas, who was 
named prime minister of the 
breakaway south Yemen 
state proclaimed on May 21. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani’s deleg- 
tion meanwhile made its first 
visit to the UAE since the 
north won the war. 

The official UAE news 
agency WAM said Mr. Abdul 
Ghani brought a message for 
Sheikh Zayed from Mr. 
Saleh. 

Since the end of the war, 
Yemen has called for turning 
a new page in its relations 
with the Gulf Arab monar- 
chies, most of which gave 
implicit recognition to the 
southern breakaway state. 

In Sanaa, the government 
announced on Monday the 
released of around 4,000 pro-' 
oners who were captured in 
the civil war. 

“This derision by President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh shows he 
does not differentiate be- 
tween the people of unified 
Yemen,” Defence Minister 
Abdul Rubbo Monsur Hadi 
told hundreds of prisoners 
shown on television. 

“These people will be 
given a two-week leave to 
visit their families." 


Israelis celebrate 
peace off Eilat 


EILAT (Agencies) — A flo- 
tilla of Israeli boats sailed 
towards Jordanian waters 
Monday to celebrate 
approaching peace, waiting 
flags, playing Arabic songs 
and even dragging one water- 
skier along the maritime 
frontier. 

Micba! Meir-Saar, spokes- 
woman for the city of Eilat, 
said that passengers on the 
boat she was on saw two 
Jordanian patrol boats and 
one Jordanian tugboat 
approach the Israeli fleet and ’ 
wave hellow. 

The festive mood in Eilat 
was reflected in northern 
Israel where Israeli children 
sent balloons and kites across 
the frontier to Jordanians on 
the other ride. 

Israel Radio said the kites 
delivered invitations to 
Jordanian children urging 
them to join in a celebration 
for peace. 

The hour-long cruise for 
peace in Eilat came just 
hours before the historical 
meeting between King Hus- 
sein and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in 
Washington. 

• The flotilla of about 50 
speedboats, yachts, fishing 
vessels, glass-bottom tour 
boats and people on jet slds 
sailed out of Eilat marine 
towards Aqaba, flying Jorda- 
nian and Israeli flags from 
their masts. 

Most of the joint projects 
planned by Israeli and Jorda- 
nian negotiators are focused 
in this Red Sea resort area 
and tbe nearby desert. For 
example, a road is planned to 
link the Eilat resort with 
Aqaba, and international 
tourists will soon be able to 
cross from tbe town to the 
other. 

Three boats were deco- 
rated with large signs saying: 
“Eilat residents give peace a 
hand.” “Together towards 
peace," and “Eilat- Aqaba, 
the path to peace.” 

“This is the most exciting 
day of my life,” said Adina 
Rozanes, a boat owner who 


helped organise the sail in. 
“Only when we will be able 
to sari there freely will I be 
more excited.” 

It is only a two-kilometre 
trip from the Eilat marina to 
the buoy where an Israeli 
patrol boat is anchored, 
marking Jordanian and 
Israeli t e rri to rial waters. 

Ruth Kurutz, a veteran 
Eilat stripper of 25 years, 
shouted into tbe radio “I'm 
crossing the border... be- 
cause 1 swore 1 would be the 
first Israeli skipper to sail to 
Jordan once peace was 
achieved.” 

Ms. Kurutz only crossed a 
few metres into Jordan’s wa- 
ters before turning to sail 
along the border for about 
half an hour with the rest of 
tbe fleet. 

Two Israeli navy patrol 
boats patrolled alongside tbe 
fleet, sending out messages in 
English on an international 
radio wavelength to explain 
the Israeli boats were sailing 
for peace and would not cross 
the border. 

A poll taken last week for 
the Israeli newspaper Shishi 
showed 73 per cent of Israelis 
happy with peace develop- 
ments with Jordan, 22 per 
cent unhappy while five per 
cent had no opinion. 

Israeli newspapers pub- 
lished special colour supple- 
ments in celebration of the 
White House summit. 

E3at municipal employee 
Haim Drori said the boats 
from tbe Aqaba across the 
Golf stopped some 700 
metres away. From that dis- 
tance, tbe Israelis and Jora- 
nians hailed each other. 

“We started to sing and to 
honk with die ships' horns to 
express our happiness for die 
peace which is coming," he 
said. 

“In all those years we have 
been looking at Aqaba from 
far away and now there is a 
chance, a good chance, we 
can Visit and eat some 
houmous and (drink) coffee 
with them,” he said. 


Jordan, Israel sign declaration 


(Continued from page 1) 

“requite evfl with good and 
be who is your enemy will 
become your dearest friend.” 
And the Talmud teaches, 
“that man is a hero that can 
make a friend out of a foe.” 
Before us today stand friends 
and heroes. King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Rabin, all 
Americans welcome your 
presence here today . You 
give ns great hope that this 
house, our people’s house, 
will be a constant witness to a 
lasting peace that spreads 
forth to embrace your region. 
King Hussein: 

Out of all die days of my 
life, I do not believe there is 
one such as this in terms of 
the feelings, the emotions re- 
lating to a long, long struggle 
in memory of those who pas- 
sed away, tbe memories of 
the victims of war, feelings 
towards the present and the 
future, feelings of responsibi- 
lities towards generations to 
come in Israel and Jordan, all 
the Arab World and our en- 
tire region. 

For many, many years and 
with every prayer I have 
asked God tbe Almighty to 
help me be a part of forging 
peace between the children 
of Abraham as Muslims, for 
the word Islam means sub- 


mitting to the one God. This 
is a dream that goes before 
me — had my great grand- 
father and now I — and to 
feel that we are dose to 
fiilfilling that dream and pre- 
senting generations in our re- 
gion with a legacy of hope 
and openness, where normal- 
ity is that which replaces tbe 
abnormal in our lives which 
unfortunately over the years 
has become normal, where 
neighbours meet, where peo- 
ple meet, where human rela- 
tions thrive, where all seek 
with a tremendous talent a 
better future and a better 
tomorrow. 

This day is a day of com- 
mitment and this day is a day 
of hope and virion, and we 
must admit. Prime Minister, 
and for myself, that we owe 
President Clinton and our 
American friends much in 
having made this possible. 

You are our partners as we 
seek to construct and build a 
new future in our region for 
all our peoples and for all 
mankind. 

Thank you very much in- 
deed for your courtesy and 
kindness and the warmth of 
your reception. We are proud 
to be here with your (peo- 
ples?). Thank you. 

Prime Minister Rabin: The 
president of the United 


States, King Hussein, the 
King of Jordan, they say that 
the ancient custom of shaking 
bands developed out of the 
need to prove that neither 
person was holding a 
weapon. The first public 
handshake between His 
Majesty, the King of Jordan, 
and myself a minute ago sym- 
bolises much more than that 
two people's will no longer 
take up arms' against one 
another. 

Honourable Mr. President, 
Your Majesty, tbe King, 
wbat is actually transpiring 
here, hundreds of millions of 
people around the world 
shake hands many times each 
day. It's perhaps the most 
routine action, done almost 
automatically, without think- 
ing, and it is actually a greet- 
ing of peace that unites 
almost all of the peoples of 
the world. 

What I do with you, Your 
Majesty, where there will be 
another day of excitement 
and another, and that finally, 
no one will photograph our 
handshakes; it will have be- 
come part of the routine of 
our lives, a custom among all 
people, the behaviour of ev- 
ery human being. And mean- 
while, Your Majesty, the en- 
tire state of Israel is shaking 
your band. 


Jordanian views differ on peace process 


(Continued from page 12) 


Unlike Dr. Shaer. Mr. 
Talhouni and Mr. Abu Has- 
san, be does not see the 
benefits that tbe ongoing 
peace negotiations will reap. 

“First of all, Israel is not 
conducting a peace accord 
with the real Jordanians,” 
says Dr. Abbadi, implying 
that die architects of the 
accord are realty Palestinians 
in the Jordanian government. 

“Real peace with Jordan 
means an obligatory return of 
all Palestinians to Palestine,” 
says Dr. Abbadi. Palestinians 
with Jordanian passports, or 
up to two of tbe four million 
people who presently identify 
themselves as Jordanians, 


says Dr. Abbadi are “guests 
who should never have been 
given Jordanian nationality 
or governmental and official 
posts in the first place.” 

“This peace is a peace for 
passports not a peace for 
land,” be said during an in- 
terview, meaning that the 
accords intend to legitimise 
the permanent presence of 
Palestinians in Jordan. 

Dr. Abba- 
di thinks borders should be 
kept tightly shut to prevent 
an inflow of people from tbe 
occupied territories. “If all 
the Palestinians cogie here, 
Jews will become more 
rooted in Palestine and Jor- 
dan will become Palestine, 
instead of solving the Pales- 
tine problem we will create a 


Jordanian problem," ex- 
plained Dr. Abbadi. 

But Jordanian business- 
men don’t agree. 

“Protectionism is the cause 
of decline,” says Dr. Shaer. 

“Friendly legislation for in- 
vestment mil benefit all. Ex- 
port oriented societies break 
down tbe protection barriers 
and that’s what we should be 
doing,” be added. 

“When you are export- 
oriented, the world is your 
market,” says Dr. Shaer, 
looking at a Jordan ten years 
from now. “Goods ana ser- 
vices that Jordan can offer 
are cheaper than in Israel. Sp 
tbe Palestinians will turn to- 
wards Jordan not Israel for 
business — this is obviously 
in our favour.’’ 


Rabin: 
Declaration 
will be 
translated 
into reality 

Following is the ^t& ct^ of^ the 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin after 
signing tbe Washington Dec- 
laration on Monday: 

The President of t be Un- 
ited States, His Majesty King 
Hussein of the Kingdom of 
Jordan, friends, laws and 
gentlemen. 

Til start by tbe Hebrew 
word sbalom. Millions of 
eyes all over the world are 
watching us now with great 
relief and great joy yet 
another nightmare of war 
may be over. At tbe same 
time, millions of eyes in the 
Middle East are looking at us 
now with great, heartfelt 
hope that our children and 
grandchildren will know no 
more war. 

Ladies and gentlemen, to- 
day we submit to our respec- 
tive people a wonderful pre- 
sent. The declaration we 
have signed just now here in 
Washington is the closest 
thing to a treaty of peace. We 
have gone here a long way 
towards a full treaty of peace, 
and even though our work 
has not yet ended, it is my 
hope and belief that not long 
from today we shall return to 
signing a final and a perma- 
nent treaty of peace. 

Mr. President, Your 
Majesty, it is dusk at our 
homes in tbe Middle East. 
Soon darkness will prevail. 
But the citizens of Israel and 
Jordan will see a great light. 
We have today taken a major 
step on the road to peace. We 
and Jordan have chosen to 
speak to each other rather 
than to continue die states of 
war. From here, in the dis- 
tance of thousands of miles 
from home, I would tike to 
congratulate today the in- 
habitants of Israel and of 
Jordan to remember the fal- 
len in the wars on both rides 
and to tell children on both 
sides of the border we hope 
and pray that your life will be 
different than ours. 

I believe that we are a small 
country with a big heart. We are 
aware of world agonies and suf- 
fering of human beings any- 
where. At this hour, when we are 
celebrating here in Washington. 
Israeli defence soldiers and 
medical units are Dying to save 
the lives of thousands, if not 
more, of people on the verge of 
dea th in Rwsmda. 

But at the very same time, 
Israeli soldiers, a rescue team in 
Buenos Aires, on the invitation 
of — of their Argentinian gov- 
ernment, are endeavouring to 
rescue tbe lives or bodies of 
those who were attacked, killed 
and disappeared, bodies of their 
own brothers as well as of the 
other human beings from build- 
ing destroyed by vicious terror- 
ists. This terrible crime was com- 
mitted against Jews just because 
they were Jews. The Israeli res- 
cue soldiers in Rwanda as well as 
those io Argentina, together with 
their comrades in arms defending 
us at home, are tbe same side of 
the same coin. 

Mr. President, Your Majesty, 
there is much more in the 
Washington Declaration than 
parties were planning when they 
decided to prepare this declara- 
tion ten days ago. It bean wit- 
ness to our ability in Israel and 
Jordan to accelerate our efforts 
towards peace, to overcome 
obstacles, to achieve a break- 
through, and to put an end to 46 
years of hostility. 

Mr. President, thank you. 
Thank you for all you have done 
for us and for what you will do. 
We embark on a road which 
must still be completed, and I am 
appealing to the United States, 
the leader of peace efforts in the 
Middle East, to assist those — 
those countries, those peoples 
who demonstrate courage and 
who take risks, risks for peace 
because it is a worthwhile goal. 

The political achievement pre- 
sented today to the public here in 
Washington are part of a whole 
agenda that must still be clarified 
in serious deliberations ahead of 
us, from tbe difficult subjects of 
boundaries and water to trade 
and economic relations on which 

peace in oar region will be based 
— and of course, security and 
diplomatic relations. 

Our duty, starting today, is to 
turn the attides written on die 
paper into a living reality. This 
fine job could not have been 
completed without your lead- 
ership and determination in die 
Middle East peacemaking. You 
have already established your 
place m our history, an honour- 
able place, and thank you. Our 
heartfelt gratitude — our heart- 
felt gratitude goes also to Secret- 
ary of State warren Christopher 
and his peace team who devoted- 
ly seek peace, and to gene ratio ns 
of former U.S. administration 
members who have for years 
searched for a bridge between 
Israel. Jordan and the other 
Arab peoples. 

Your Excellency, the presi- 
dent of the United States, Your 
Majesty, the King of Jordan, let 
me say a few words in Hebrew to 

tbe citizens of Israel who are 
watching us now. 

^ ^(Speaks in Hebrew, not trans- 

Thank you very much. 



UAE gears up to 
sell off more 
shares in firms 


[Abu Dhabi development 
spending unaffected 
by low oil prices 


United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is preparing to sell 
shares in government-owned 
firms to increase investment 
opportunities and a dairy is 
the latest candidate for pri- 
vate capital, brokers said 
Monday. 

Shares in an A1 Ain dairy 
farm are expected to be up 

for public subscription in 
1994, broker Zuhair Kaswani 
said. 

This would join a planned 
partial selloff of an industrial 
firm, a bank and an oil com- 
pany in boosting the UAE’s 
unofficial stock market in the 
second half of 1994. 

•’We are waiting to sell 
shares in three companies, 
emirates Petroleum, Arbift 
(a bank) and Ai Ain Milk and 
Poultry Farm,’’- Mr. Kaswani 
said. “We are expecting this 
before the end of the year." 

Abu Dhabi also said in 
April it was conducting a 
study of eight plants operated 
by the General Industries 
Corporation to boost produc- 
tivity as a first step to selling 
its shares. 

The UAE is drawing up 
rules for an official stock 
market and plans to increase 
the role of the private sector 
in the economy. 

It approved a plan earlier 
this year to float snares in the 
Arab Bank for Investment 
and Fo reign Trade 
(ARBIFT) to raise its capital 
to 760 million dirhams ($207 
million) and may privatise 
the Emirates General Pet- 
roleum Co. 


Broker Ziad Dabbas of the 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
said in the bank's July econo- 
mic bulletin that brokers had 
expected the government to 
start selling shares by June. 

New ventures seeking pri- 
vate capital have not dis- 
appointed investors. 

Mr. Dabbas said there 
were no new flotations in the 
first half of the year but 
shares in . Union Properties 
Co., a real estate firm set in 
December, were actively 
traded in the period. 

The marcet value of its 
shares has risen to 25 dirhams 
from their face value of ten 
chirhams, Mr. Kaswani said. 

“Look at what benefit they 
got. There is ground for new 
companies because there is a 
lot of liquidity,’* he said. 

Mr. Kaswani also said 
Dubai-based Emirates Bank 
International was conducting 
a feasibility study to set up a 
new investment company 
witb 250 million dirhams 
($133 million) capital. Bank 
officials were not available 
for comment. 

The Oman-Emirates In- 
vestment Co. was listed on 
Oman’s stock market in June 
and UAE investors contri- 
buted to its 120 million 
dirhams ($32 million) capital, 
broker Mahmoud Al Saye 
said. 

But he said fixed deposit 
interest rates which have 
risen to about four per cent 
could be some competition 
for shares, now yielding five 
per cent in dividends, in 
attracting investors. 


Georgia posts worst 
CIS industrial slump 

MOSCOW (R) — Georgia 
headed a “league table” of 
industrial decline in the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) in the first six 
months of 1994, but other 
former Soviet republics also 
reported big falls, Interfax 
News Agency has said. 

Interfax, quoting figures 
from the CIS Statistics 
Office, said Georgian indust- 
rial output was 50 per cent 
below years ago levels in the 
first six months of 1994. 

Ukrainian production was 
35 per cent below year-ago 
levels while output in Turk- 
menistan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Belarus was down 33 per 
cent, 32 per cent and 31.5 per 
cnet respectively. 

Moldovan output fell 30 
per cent and output fell 29 
per cent in Kazakhstan and 
25 per 'cent in Azerbaijan. 

The average fall in output 
for all the CIS was 27.6 per 
cent. 

AU countries in the loose 
groupings of former Soviet 


republics have faced prob- 
lems adjusting to the breakup 
of the superpower and the 
collapse of trading ties be- 
tween countries. 

Inter-state debt is a big 
problem and most countries 
owe Russia large sums of 
money for supplies of fuel 
and energy — now mostly 
sold at world prices. 

Interfax said Russia’s six- 
month industrial decline of 
25.8 per cent was just below 
the CIS average. 

Industrial production de- 
clined 20 per cent in Tajikis- 
tan while Uzbek output was 
four per cent below year-ago 
levels. 

Armenia, where 1993 out- 
put was hit by a series of 
explosions on a d iodine sup- 
playing gas through 
Georgia, was the only CIS 
country to report higher in- 
dustrial output, Interfax said. 

Six-month production 
there was four per cent above 
the level in the first 11 
months of 1993. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi 
has pumped. an average $1* 
billion a year into infrastruc- 
ture and development pro- , 
jects over the past 25 years, 
and spending is still in full 
swing despite weak oil prices, 
an official rebort has showed. 

The emirate, the main oil 
producer in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), has in- 
vested around 873 billion 
dirhams ($23.7 billion) since 
1968 to build its infrastruc- 
ture and transform the small 
desert oasis into a modem 
city. 

A breakdown by the plan- 
ning ministry showed the 
bulk of the funds were in- 
vested during the oil boom of 
late 1970s and early 1980s, 
when crude prices were 
above $30 a barrel. 

Between 1978 and 1982, a 
record 26.5 billion dirhams 
($7.22 billion) were spent on 
development, compared with 
only 1.9 billion dirhams ($517 
million) between 1968 and 
1972, the ministry report 
showed. 

Although oil prices sharply 
declined to below $20, de- 
velopment expenditure re- 
mained as high as 24.3 billion 
dirhams ($6.62 billion) be- 
tween 1988 and 1993, it said. 


“Development projects 
have remained a priority in 
our economic policies since 
we started exporting oil," a 
planning ministry official 
said. “The money spent on 
development accounts for 
more than half the total oil 
earnings.” 

Abu Dbabi produces 
around 1.8 million barrels per 
day (b/d), nearly 85 per cent 
■of tbe UAE's total output of 
2.16 million b/d. 

• Apart from its own budget, 
it contributes the bulk of the 
federal UAE budget, the 
main source of development 
funds for the other emirates. 

Officials said the level of 
expenditure was expected to 
be maintained as the emirate 
pressed ahead with plans to 
boost oil and gas output 
capacity as well as other ma- 
jor water, electricity, com- 
munication and industrial 
projects. 

One of the main projects is 
a rauiti-billion-dollar de- 
salination plant at Al Tawila, 
SO kilometres north of Abu 
Dhabi. Tbe project, to be 
completed by the year 2000, 
is among the biggest hyd- 
roelectric plants in the Mid- 
dle East. It will meet the 
needs of the entire Abu Dha- 
bi population. 


Greenspan 
to sit on 
BIS board 


BASEL, Switzerland 
— The chairman of the U.i 
Federal Reserve (Fed), Alan 
Greenspan, is to be given the 
ex-officio seat available to 
the Federal Reserve on the 
board of the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements (BIS) 
from September, the BIS 
announced Monday. 

The governor of the 
Japanese central bank, 
Yasushi. Mieno and of the 
Canadian bank, Gordon 
Thiessen, will also sit on tbe 
board of the BIS from Sept. 
13. 

The BIS said: ‘These de- 
velopments are expected to 
contribute to the strengthen- 
ing of international monetary 
cooperation under the au- 
spices of the BIS and to 
reflect the more global scope 
of the bank’s activities.” 

The Federal Reserve also 
intended to name a second 
representative to the board of 
the BIS as it was entitled to 
do so a founding central 
bank, tbe BIS said. 

The bank said that in order 
to take account of changes in 
the Federal Reserve system, 
a minor change would be 
needed in the statutes of the 
BIS. An extraordinary gener- 
al meeting would be held for 
this purpose on Sept. 13. 


Caribbean nations 
to create regional 
trade association 


CARTAGENA, Colombia 
(R) — More than 20 conn- 
tries from Mexico to Cuba 
and Venezuela signed an 
agr eement Sunday to create 
tbe framework for a Carib- ( 
bean free-trade association. 

Heads of state and govern- 
ment and other representa- 
tives signed the agreement to 
create the Association of 
Caribbean States during a 
ceremony in the colonial port 
of Cartagena. 

Cuban President Fidel Cas- 
tro, Mexican President Car- 
los Salinas de Gortari as well 
as Haitian Foreign Minister 
Claudette Warleigh were 
among those who partici- 
pated. 

“We... have moved one 
step doser to realising our 
(beam for the integration of 
file entire Latin American 
and Caribbean region,” said 
Barbados Prime Minister 
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford, 
who as chairman of the 13- 
member of Caribbean Com- 
munity (Caricom) repre- 
sented the majority of the 
countries that will join in the 
trade group. 

“We have recognised that 
cooperation is the most 
powerful medium for achiev- 


South Africa eyes Asian markets 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Malaysia is in the market for 
coal and steel products, and 
in return can offer designer- 
label garments and condoms. 

South Korea has its sights 
set on joining the information 
superhighway, while Thai- 
land sees a future as a region- 
al fin and al centre. 

Such diverse goods and 
projects feature in seemingly 
endless sales and wish lists 
exchanged by offidals and 
business leaders from South 
Africa and the Far East a 
they explore trade and invest- 
ment opportunities opened 
up by the scrapping of sanc- 
tions. 

Addressing a recent con- 
ference on prospects for 
stronger ties, Albert van 
Niekerk, a deputy director- 
general at South Africa’s 
foreign affairs department, 
urged his countrymen to pre- 
pare for the Pacific century. 

“The rocket-like growth 
(in economies) and absolute 
size of Asia’s middle class 
should create some of the 
biggest business and finandal 
opportunities in history.” he 
said. 

He quoted projections that 
East Asia would match West- 
ern Europe as an economic 
power in less than 15 years, 
and catch np with the North 
American Free Trade Asso- 
ciation, grouping the United 


States 


i, groupw 
. Canada 


and Mexico. 


in 28 years. 

“It is widely believed that 


the Pacific century is 
approaching,” he said. 

By the year 2000, some 400 
million Asians would enjoy 
spending power equal to the 
“rich-world average" today 
— representing a trebling of 
that segment of consumer 
power over the rest of the 
decade, he said. 

“This means they will be 
spending money on houses, 
cars, holidays, health care 
and education. If all this con- 
sumer spending is to take 
place, immense investments 
in infrastructure will be 
necessary to make it possi- 
ble," he said. 

He outlined project poten- 
tial ranging from ports and 
railways in China to hyd- 
roelectric power in Laos, as 
well as numerous engineer- 
ing, mining and construction 
projects in the region. 

With Japan and Taiwan 
already among South A ilea's 
top six trading partner , hav- 
ing maintained links during 
the years of anti-apartheid 
sanctions, the conference fo- 
cused on other original and 
emerging Asian economic 
“tiger” countries that took a 
harder line against Pretoria 
when it was under white rule. 

Following tbe original “ti- 
gers” — Hong Kong, Singa- 
pore, South Korea and 
Taiwan — was a new genera- 
tion comprising Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand, while 
China and tbe Philippines 
were tipped as emerging 


“cubs.” 

Lyman Jiang, a former 
commercial attache to the 
United States and now busi- 
ness manager for the Great 
Wall Group trading house, 
outlined huge development 
and trade potential which he 
said South African firms were 
welcome to participate in. 

“The Chinese market is 
one that you cannot afford to 
lose,” he said. 

Under China’s eight five- 
year plan and current 10-year 
development programme it 
would import goods, equip- 
ment, high technology and 
complete plant worth -$400 
billion, Mr. Jiang said. 

Soutii Korean trade official 
Kwangduk Yoon pointed to 
ambitions development plans 
in his country too, which 
sought over 10 years to join 
the ranks of the major indust- 
rial nations. 

Special emphasis was being 
placed on 11 strategic tech- 
nology development pro- 
jects, including an informa- 
tion superhighway. In a 
strategy to bring the region 
level with the world’s most 
advanced nations in key tech- 
nical fields. 

Malaysian and Thai offi- 
cials projected their countries 
as gateways for South East 
Asia, also offering infrastruc- 
ture and other investment 
opportunities. 

Suzanne Liau, a partner 
with legal firm Drew and 
Napier m Singapore, traced 


significant changes across the 
region aimed at ensuring 
investor-friendly tax and 
other policies in underlining 
the scope for joint ventures. 

“Developing nations have 
woken up to the fact that 
foreign investment is a 
powerful tool in restructuring 
their economies and are 
learning to control the type 
and level of foreign invest- 
ment permitted to shape 
those economies,” she said. 

Apart from implementing 
investor-friendly policies in 
their own backyard. Far 
Eastern states signalled 
strong interest in beefing up 
their exports, in some cases 
by diversifying, and invest- 
ment abroad. 

“In our effort to further 
expand and strengthen the 
dynamism of our economy, 
Thailand realised that we 
should look far beyond oar 
traditional trading partners 
and markets. We are now 
looking for new opportunities 
in Africa, tire Middle East 
and Latin America,” said 
Thai consular official Poon- 
darik Sundarabhag. 

Malaysia, a leading pro- 
ducer of primary commod- 
ities, expressed interest m 
joint ventures in South Africa 
to process its raw materials. 
. Trade Commissioner 
Abdul Kabur Ibrahim said he 
hoped South African impor- 
ters would promote 
Malaysia’s gloves and con- 
doms to help prevent AIDS. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen ■ 



“Handsome men get sick a lot. 
Germs find us very attractive!” 



Andy CapP 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|S by Henri Arnold and Hta Argfcton 


HECEL 

m 


MU 

BIE 



1 

=c 

_L 


YH 


n 

n 

n 

LJ 


V A 

LJ 

1 1 


FRUIPY 


□ 






Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

I 


V VSK Y - Y Y Y N 
Answer here: A X UJ Li, U AJ 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: TOXIN LIGHT TANKER HAGGLE 
Answer. What new lumbenadcs seek that the others 
dreed — GETTING TOE AX 



HEtf, CHARLIE BROWN, 

Yourpog is 
IN OUR backyard; 
~u 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


-AMD FURTHERMORE, 
SMUT ytollRBI© FAT 
molttM, yoU BIG 




our common goals.” be 


Colombian President 
Cesar Gaviria, host of tne 
ceremony, said the awooa- 
tion would contribute to the 
eventual creation of “a angle 
trading bloc from Alaska to 
Patagonia." 

Tbe association will initial- 
ly promote social, political 
and economic cooperation 
among its member countries 
before providing the struc- 
ture for a trade bloc. Its 
members are Colombia, 
Cuba, Mexico, Venezuela, 
Caricom and Central Amer- 
ica. 

Another 12 CAmbean ter- 
ritories like the British Virgin 

Islands will also be part of the 

association but as observers. 

The ceremony preceded 
the signing of a free-trade 
agreement between Col- 
ombia and Caricom, seen as 
the first step toward consoli- 
dating the association. 

President Gaviria and Mr. 
Sandiford signed the agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Sandiford said the 
agreement would help the 
community improve tbe stan- 
dard of frying for its six mil- 
lion people. Tbe agreement, 
which was reached last month 
after more than a year and a 
half of negotiations, will, 
come into effect Jan. 1. 

Colombia, which has had a 
relatively small presence in 
Caricom, has agree to gra- 
dually lower its tariff barriers 
to Can corn’s products over 
three years, while tbe com- 
munity will do the same over 
five years. 

Bilateral trade between 
Colombia and Caricom is no 
more than $100 milli on a year 
— less than one per cent of 
the country’s total foreign 
trade. 


Saddam 
urges 
ministers 
to reduce 
spending 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraqi 
.President Saddam Hussein 
has urged ministers to cut 
their budgets to help stabilise 
the economy, the official Ira- ■ 
qi News Agency (INA) re- 
ported Sunday. 

President Saddam, who is 
also Iraq’s prime minister, 
'called on all departments to 
“make maximum reductions 
to the costs of their projects,” 
during a government meeting 
Saturday. 

“Reducing expenditure 
creates a sort of balance in 
the economy,” INA, moni- 
tored in Cyprus, quoted him 
as saying- 

president Saddam also cal- 
led for a ministerial commis- 
sion to be set up to prevent 
illegal speculation on medical 
supplies and waste of them 
before they reached the peo- 
ple. 

The Iraqi economy has 
been hit hard by an interna- 
tional embargo imposed by 
the United Nations after Ira- 
qi troops invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

The trade sanctions have 
cut off Iraqi oil exports, a 
major source of income. 

Iraq was one of the biggest 
oil producers in the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) before the 
invasion. 

Tbe sanctions were auto- 
matically kept in place Mon- 
day after die 15 members of 
the U.N. Security Conner, 
failed to> reach a unanimous 
decision on whether they' 
should be lifted. 

Last monthj President Sad- 
jdam played down the effects 
of inflation in Iraq. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAS T FOR TUESDAY JULY 26. 1994 

By Thomas S.Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rlghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This well aspected day is good 
for dealing with home conditions 
that you haven't attended to. but 
avoid making the change until 
you have really studied all factors 
and know total costs. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid calling on a difficult per- 
son early in the day. Be alert to 
carelessness on the part of 
others. Use good judgment upon 
your part. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A financial matter needs more 
study before making a definite 
decision. Make this a most 
worthwhile day and everything 
will go great. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Show others that you have poise 
if some unusual situation comes 
up today. Be sure not to lose 
your temper with anyone you 
come in contact with. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A private matter could 
be upsetting # eaifly in the day, 
but later everything wdrki out to 
your advantage in the long run. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
rid of whatever is not practical in 
the morning and later you can be' 
happy with your friends. Relax at 
home tonight with your loved 
ones. 

VIRGO: (Augusr 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You can take care of an 
important home matter early in 


the' day and later expand where 
your career is concerned. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22} Avoid changing present 
arrangements at work until you 
have first studied it well, nan 
how to gain your finest aims and 
desires. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Find a much bet- 
ter way of carrying through with 
agreements you have made with 
others. Strive to be more success 
in your chosen field of en- 
deavour. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Steer dear of 
irate associate in the morning 
and later all will straighten out 
Safeguard your reputation from 
those who wish to tarnish it. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Use extreme care in 
handling all tasks ahead of yon 
and avoid possible trouble. Plan 
how to gain your finest aims you 
are searching for. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Doing something 
special for peisons you really like 
brings excellent results at this 
time. Express happiness for 
those dose to you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Avoid arguments at home 
early in the day and later there 
will be real harmony. Make long- 
range plans for the future ana 
make them a reality. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Manny Milter 


ACROSS 
l Encourage In 
crane 

5 Kina of ley 
9 Becomes sick 
Iran drugs 

12 Crowd response 

13 Principal pan lii 
adust 

t5 Unexpected 
calamity 

16 Poet Pound 

17 Poe poem 
IB Some poems 

21 Demand 

22 South African 
statesman, 
ones 

24 Least doubtful 

25 wretched 

28 Northern native 

30 "Exodus" hero 

31 Explorer La — 
33 Calyx pan 

37 Actress Ten 
39 htmdu 
instrument 

41 Into 

42 Lie dormant 
44 Excavated 

46 Fastener 

47 Criterion 
49 UKe Lincoln 
Si Narrowband 
54 — now and then 

56 Owls 
56 Poet 

Christopher 
62 Nonsense 
rhymer 

64 Presage 

65 Falsa Mol 

66 Hindu garments 

67 Boy. Sp 

66 Writer Rand 

69 wan 

70 Norms abbr. 

□OWN 

1 God of war 

2 Foofcsh (eltow 

3 Be worthy oi 

4 Change, abbr. 

5 Kitchen name 

6 Surraakst Ma« 

7 — ana tome 

8 Poet Khayyam 





9 North 

10 Activists 

1 1 Gratifying 

14 Weighty 

15 Uttered 
Suddenly 

18 Horse piay 

20 Relatives of 

rheas 
23 Cracker 

25 Fumy lailowi 

26 Nuncupative 

27 Ireland 
29 Depend 
32 VIP's car 

34 Vatican resident 

35 Sacred bun 
MatkJaypenog 

36 Detailed 

account 
40 Practice 
43 Journal 

45 Ra former 
Thomas — 

46 Socially meat 
ones 

50 Woman’s wear 


YwtBrday*! Pazd 


SnnnnS nC[,D nOfir 
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0Bn, Egnn nran nnn 
nnnmn nnnn 

PjrnH n SH nn} OHOnF? 

nnnno 

SS5 ra2ra nQr,an0B 

nnnS ^nnv 

nSnm rcnnn 

nnon Hnnnn ggg 


5t Queen qf — 

52 Now 

53 Comedian Dan 
S5WWII itfiere 
57 Rebuff 
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Financial 

Markets 


Currency 

Newyork Clq 

0 * r 2Z/7/aa 

« Tokyo 

Close 

25/1/911 

Sterling Pound 0 

1.527 6 

1.5327 

Devtscbe Mark 

1,5980 

1 ,6886 

Swiss Franc 

1,3552 

1,3475 

French Franc 

5.4625 

5,4340 -* 

Japanese Yen 

9059.5 

98437 

European Cmrenj Unit 

1,1990 

1,2035 — 


ISO FW STC 

Cnma 0H*« « *** »-m. gkt 
areom -aqr lumtit Rates 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U-S. Dollar 

4. IB 

4.56 

4.75 

5,56 

Sterling Pound 

4,81 

5,00 

5,31 

5,93 

Deutsche Mark 

4,68 

4,68 

6,68 

6,81 

Swiss Franc 

3.93 

6,00 

4,12 

4,31 

French Franc 

5,37 

5,43 

5,56 

5,68 

Japanese Yen 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0,666 

0,696 

Stating Pound 

1,0616 

1 ,06b7 

Deutsche Mark 

0.6357 

0.6379 

Swiss Franc 

0.5138 

0.5166 

French Franc 

0,1275 

0,1281 

Japanese Yen* 

0,7033 

0,7068 

Dutch Gufider 

0.3887 

0,3906 

Swedish Krona 


. 

luOau Lira 3 

0.0438 

0,0660 

Belgian Franc 



• It* 100 



Other Currencies 

inte 25/7/98 

Currency 

' Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1 ,8250 

1,8380 

Lebanese Lira* 

0,040625 

0,041975 

Saudi Riyal 

Dm1B470 

0,18620 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3150 . .. 

2.3700 

Qatari Rival 

0.18840 

D.1893D 

Egyptian Pound 

0,2060 

0,2250 

Omani Riyal 

1 ,7830 

1,8200 

UAE Dirham 

0.18B6D 

D. 18930 

Creek Di^chma' 

0,2b850 

D, 31250 

Cypriot Pound 

1 ,760350 

1,65150 “ 
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39, MS 

las.sca 

166.000 

JS5.7S0 

9i,13fl 


4.750 

4.650 

U.lifl 

4.300 

4.308 

4.300 

4*. 723 


3.160 

2. ISO 



5.350 

5.300 

3.4A3 

3.Q9B 

3.100 

3.080 

:u, 2«4 

I.»fl 

1.960 

1-950 

16, SIS 

4. DID 

6.080 

4.040 

6,9-tf 

s.aofi 

aw 

3. BOO 

«,97S 

4.600 

4.950 

9.950 

166 . ass 

1.830 

3.850 

1.640 

3M 

4.300 

4.1M 

4.300 

66,604 

2.240 

7.240 

2.260 

JOS 

3.050 

J .OSO 

3.050 

1.4ZB 

3.400 

3.960 

3.900 

4. MS 

3.050 

3.0S0 

3.050 

2,910 

2.670 

2.700 

2.700 

21,S» 

1.970 

1.990 

1.870 

U.6S8 


4.9S0 

4.950 

aa.aaj 

2 .830 

2.810 

2.840 

35, MS 

2.970 

3.000 

2 ,950 

33,003 

10.9C0 

11.000 

11.000 

300,360 

3.140 

2.140 

2.190 

S3, ISO 

J.740 

3.500 

3.790 

7.I9B 


1.340 

1.370 

1,669 

1.500 

1.509 

1.510 

6S,3ba 

2.850 

3.850 

2. BbO 



2.700 

2 , 900 

14.984 

10-370 

10.380 

10-300 



6.610 

6.610 

44.468 

10.350 

10.400 

10.350 

113,919 

7.650 

7.750 

7. 780 

448 

3.350 

3.350 

3.350 

4.096 

3.7BO 

2.BJ0 

3.80Q 

16,364 

17.000 

17.100 

17.100 

as.iM 

L.SOO 

l.SOO 

1.4M 

93,044 

8.600 

2.700 

9.750 

513,699 

1.060 

1.070 

1.110 

14,413 

1.440 

1.4M 

l.SOO 

13.606 

4.500 

4. SCO 

4.500 

a. 246 

3.410 

2.930 

2.450 

16,920 

5.650 

5.640 

5.640 

2.69B 

1. 840 

1.930 
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2.BU 



3.040 

2.100 




1.390 



4.900 

4.900 

4. mo 

22,966 

2.630 




1.941,711 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Fb flowing are the buying and selling 
rates for leading worid currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 


1 costs 1.3805/14 

Canadian dollar 

1.5876/86 

Deutschemarks 

1.7818/28 

Dutch guilders 

1.3465/75 

Swiss francs 

32.71/75 

Belgian francs 

5.4292/42 

French francs 

1582.1/3.6 

Italian lire 

98.70/80 

Japanese yen 

7.8485/85 

Swedish crowns 

6.9305/55 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2392/42 

Danish crowns 

l $1.5346/56 


of gold $384.85/385.25 



Japanese 
bankruptcies 
hit record 
63.2% in 
first half 

TOKYO (AFP) — Corpo- 
rate Insolvencies in Japan 
caused by tbe economic re- 
cession hit a record 63.2 per 
cent of the total to reach 
4,380 in the six months to 
June, a private credit re- 
search agency has said. 

Teikoku Databank Ltd. 
said the total number of busi- 
ness failures in the first half 
of the year rose for tbe fourth 
consecutive year to 6,925, up 
1.5 per cent from the same 
period last year, while com- 
bined liabilities fell 12.7 per 
cent to 2.55 trillion yen 
($29.4 billion). 

Compared with the last 
half of 1993. bankruptcies 
were down 4.1 per cent from 
7,221, while debts eased by 
32.7 per cent to 3.79 trillion 
yen, the agency said. 

In June alone, bankrupt- 
cies Increased 2.1 per cent 
from a year to 1,164. though 
liabilities eased 24 per cent to 
353.280 billion yen. 

Mergers, acquisitions 
rise 17J per cent 

Meanwhile, the number of 
mergers and acquisitions in- 
volving Japanese companies 
grew 17.3 per cent from a 
year earlier to 250 cases in 
tbe six months to June, 
Daiwa Securities Co. Ltd. 
said. 

Daiwa said tbe combined 
value of 117 of tbe mergers 
and aquisitions in which it 
was directly involved or in 
which terms were disclosed 
publicly was almost 166 bil- 
lion yen ($1.7 billion). Terms 
for the rest were not dis- 
closed. 

The number of mergers 
and acquistions involviong 
Japanese companies only was 
unchanged from a year ear- 
lier at 129 cases. 

But deals where Japanese 
companies merged with or 
acquired foreign companies 
were up 35 per cent at 92 
cases and deals involving 
foreign companies merging 
with or acquiring Japanese 
companies soared 71 per cent 
to 24 cases, Daiwa said. 


Egypt approves proposal 
for big Suez refinery 

“They have already ao 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government has approved a 
private-sector proposal to 
build a large oil refinery and 
petrochemical plant near the 
town of Suez, Oil Minister 
Hamdi El Banin has said. 

A group of Egyptian and 
Kuwaiti investors, operating 
as the Sahara Company for 
Petroleum Products, plan to 
spend about $1.2 billion on 
the refinery, which would 
probably use Saudi or 
Kuwaiti crude and refine pro- 
ducts for export, he told Reu- 
ters. 

“They would Kke to make 
a new high-tech refinery in 
Suez, including some urea 
units, maybe fertiliser units. 
A refinery of this size would 
be in tbe range of five million 
tonnes a year. 100,000 barrels 
a day,” he said in an inter- 
view! 

“The Supreme Committee 
of the Investment Authority 
has approved this proposal in 
principle. After receiving this 
approval, these people will 
have to sit down in Egypt and 
see people and decide on 
many points,” he added. 

Mr. Banbi said plans to 
build a separate . private- 
sector refinery of about tbe 
same site on the Mediterra- 
nean coast west of Alexan- 
dria were more advanced 
than those for the Suez one. 


quired the land and they have 
started looking for finance 
and other tilings. The Invest- 
ment Authority and the 
ministry have approved it,” 
he said. 

“They are moving, they 
have done their own feasibil- 
ity studies. It takes three and 
a half years, I believe, to 
finish a refinery of that size,” 
he added. 

Hie main investor in tbe 
Alexandria refinery is the 
Irish-registered company 
Midor, which is reported to 
have Israeli, Swiss and Egyp- 
tian shareholders. 

Mr. Banbi said both re- 
fineries would have free-zone 
status and would be free to 
buy their crude from any 
source anil *^11 their products 
wherever they wanted. 

“They can have Egyptian 
crude, oil from Sumed (the 
pipeline from Suez to the 
Mediterranean or from any 
other place. It depends on 
tbe economics and the availa- 
bility of a specific type of 
crude oil at any moment,” he 
said. 

Egypt might decide to buy 
some of tbe products instead 
of importing them from 
further afield but the refining 
companies would have no 
commitment to the Egyptian 
market. 


Seoul picks wrong year for 
‘visit Korea’ campaign 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea picked the wrong year for 
“Visit Korea Year.” 

Foreign tourists spent SI.7 billion in South Korea in the 
first six months of 1994, while South Koreans spent S2.37 
billion abroad. 

“Growing worries in the Korean Peninsula over the 
North Korean nuclear issue made many foreigners fear to 
visit our country,” a transport ministry official has said. 
“As long as the uncertainty remains, I am not sure whether 
we can meet our earlier goal.” 

South Korea bad hoped to attract four million foreign 
tourists this year and balance tbe tourism accounts. The 
deficit in has promoted 1993 was $584 million. 

About 1.2 million foreigners visited South Korea, and 
1.47 million South Koreans travelled overseas, in the first 
six months, be said. 

The government has promoted 1994 as “Visit Korea 
Year” to coincide with 600th anniversary celebrations for 
the founding of the city of Seoul. 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned T.oange 
and Outside Tei ee 


FOR RENTS- SALE 

Many_ villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For i*hore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Td. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


^TOPBS^* 

/i-vl j.iill c mi l 


Extensive Travel 
Sendees for 
I Businessmen and 
Expatriates 

Phone 616217 .Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Bax 183764 Armen - Jordan 
Mofe reWe a Camei I 


Budget 



FAR AND AWAY 
ABETTER 
DECISION 

TEL : 698131 
FAX : 673312 


A SECURE 

FLATOTELI 

Swerfiyeh 



.O.Td 
SECURITY 
y HOSPITALITY 
Y GASTRONOMY, 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 



THE 

ATHOStiElB 

<mm 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nlghfly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
Monday; J? rinks AS NlghtLong 

AMenu of Delicious Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeteani 




Restaurant 

*pi&cc& (%ac4&t6 

Lund) & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Enjoy Our Selection of 

SEA FOOD 


Tel 640093/4 Fa* 833864 

Sbmetsaiu-Near Babkhe 


Amman - Jordan 


■qe 



La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 


SZECHWAN EARBEfffi 
EHTNE5E RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Feeds 
Shined Chinese Chefs 

OpesltJO.XXA&eO-Uxkjgbl | 

Take away is avaHaMe 

Stva ATArab Street 
Um (Jtfislnaft Common*! Certtv 

TeU 861174 
.•iwcTtated Always Loved, 


The Hrat CJms Hotel fai 
Amman that Inn a , * 
Kitchenette In every roontJ 
“SaAefiite T.V. Reception” 


OAitOTEL 

lU2<|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 6071 £3 
P.OJkK 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriatetinti 
Businessmen / 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
/ Tel: 618214 

/ Come and tasie our 
r _ specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
*30 - M 


i V 


6:30 - Midnight 
Air Conditioned HaD 



3M9&BES. 

(&ML 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Vtos and ApvtnMts 
ki Amman. 

For further details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahhyyah Girts School 

rtei 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnigfit 

TeL 63896$ 





New 

' 2 safety fuses . 
In each tamp 


- Conlorrmty with Ihe salety stan- 
dards EN 60132 and IEC <132 

- LEUCI quality system in accord- 
ance with the standards ISO 9000 

TeL 613746 - 613622 


SELECT HOTEL 





'hi: is 'UWi 


1 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


NeGrEsCo BaR 


© Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel.637 If) 1/6371 02 



SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Op«n 
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professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sfete 30% larger 
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a unt 20 x 30 cm 
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Every Day 


fast, efficient, aw? 
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Phone 604671 
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Coffee 
prices 
tumble i 
on frost : 
damage 
doubts j 

LONDON (R) — Coffee ' 
prices, recently catipulted to ’ 
816 year highs by severe 
frosts in Brazil, slipped Mon- 
day as speculation grew that 
the crop damage might be -* 
less than anticipated. 

On tbe London futures 
market, coffee for September 
delivery was down $223 to : 
$3,405 a tonne at the midday 
close, well off a recent peak 
of $4,085. 

It is still some 50 per cent 
above levels seen before the 
first of two frosts in late June 
ravaged growing areas in 
Brazil, the world's biggest 
producer. 

“Most bullish factors have 
already been digested by the' 
market,” said one trader, 
adding that the final assess- ■ 
ment of crop damage was 
unlikely to exceed levels 
already mooted. 

“Some people have been 
taking profits, but the mood 
is basically one of let’s wait 
and see,” he added. 

This week Brazil is ex-' 
pected to announce a revised 
estimate for its 1995/96 crop. 
Following the first frost the 
government forecast a crop 
of 17 millioA' 60-kilogramme 
bags, sharply down from its 
original estimate of 26.8 mil- 
lion bags. 

Tbe second frost, which 
struck in early July, drove 
prices to their highest levels 
since 1986, but some traders 
believe the extent of the crop 
damage may have been ex- 
aggerated. 

“People are certainly ner- 
vous about what figure the 
government will come out 
with. A lot of people are 
preferring to stay on tne side- 
lines today,” said one trader. 

“However, the figure 
would have to be significantly 
lower to have any real impact 
on the market now,” he 
added. 

Commenting on the likely 
extent of the Brazilian crop 
damage. London-based brok- 
er GNI said in its daily mar- 
ket report: “We do not be- 
lieve the damage is as drastic 
as many have indicated. In- 
deed, we believe that the 
final crop figure will come in 
close to 20 million bags.” 

The September contract 
has lost some 16 per cent of 
its value in the past two 
weeks as fears of further 
heavy frosts in Brazil have 
receded. 

Milder weather in Brazi- 
lian growing areas over this 
last weekend contributed to 
the drop, traders said. 

Brazil accounts for about a 
quarter of world coffee out- 
put. 

“The most interesting 
question now is when and at 
what level the roasters will 
want to resume their buying, 
as buy they eventually must,” 
said one analyst. 

Industry sources Monday 
declined to comment on the 
decline in coffee futures 
prices. 

“It is still too early to say 
what the latest market swings 
mean for retail prices. " said a 
roasters' spokesman, adding 
that the situation should be- - 
come a little clearer after 
Brazil made its revised crop 
estimate. 

Fish industry 
brings 
Morocco 
$881 million 

RABAT (R) — Morocco 
earned 7.93 billion dirhams 
($881 million) from its fish 
industry in 1993, almost dou- 
ble what it obtained in 1992, 
a bank report said Monday. 

“The rise in local and ex- 
port prices has improved the 
fish receipts,” the report by 
National Bank for Economic 
Development (BNDE) said. 

The report said the fish 
industry brought Morocco 
4.05 billion dirhams ($450 
million) in 1992. 

Moroccan fishermen net- 
ted 617.945 tonnes last year, 
an increase of 12.9 per cent, 
the report said. 

Two weeks uo, Morocco 
and the Eur($ean Union 
(EU) failed to agree on terms 
to reduce the fishing period. 

Under tbe EU accord, ab- 
out 700 fishing boats based 
mainly in southern Spain, the 
Canary Island and Portugal, 
are to operate in Morocco's 
coastal waters. 







Sports 


GOODWILL GAMES 

U.S. basketball team rebounds 


from loss to Russia to defeat China 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — The U.S. basketball 
team, rebounding from its 
loss to the R ussians , adv- 
anced to the medal round of 
the GoodwiD Gaines with a 
99-80 victory Monday over 
China. 

The American collegians 
dominated throughout, with 
Lou Rowe of Massachusetts 


scoring a team-high 17 points 
and Michael Finley of Wis- 


and Michael Finley of Wis- 
consin adding 16. 

The Americans, who lost 
77-73 to Russia Sunday night, 
finished the preliminary 
round with a 2-1 record. They 
will face Italy, 3-0, in the 
semifinals Wednesday. 

Puetro Rico, 2-1, will face 
either Russia or Argentina in 
the other semifinal. 

In track and field events 
Monday, Gwen Torrence 
completed a sprint double by 
winning the women's 200 
metres in 22.09, beating her 
Russian rival Irina Privalova 
for the second straight day. 
Torrence won the 100 on 
Sunday. 

Marina Pluzhnikova of 
Russia set a world best in the 
women's 2,000-metre stee- 
plechase, docking 6 minutes, 
11.84 seconds. 

The previous best in the 
ardy run event was 6:14.52 
by Svetlana Rogova of Russia 
June 11. 1992. 

The event is not recognised 
by the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
for world record purposes. 

In beach volleyball, U.S. 
teams reached the final in 
both men’s and women’s 
competition. 


In an all-American semi- 
final, Jeff Williams and Car- 
los Briceno defeated Sinjin 
Smith and Brnk Van- 
deweghe, 15-7. They’ll face 
Norway's Jan Kvalhein and 
Bjoern Naasdde, who defe- 
ated Australia, 15-10. 

On the women's side, 
Karolyn Kirby and Liz Masa- 
kayan advanced to Tuesday’s 
gold-medal game with a 15-10* 
semifinal win over a Brazilian 
team. Their opponents will 
be Monica Rodrigues and 
Adriana Samuel, who beat 
the American pair of Barbra 
Fontana and Lori Forsythe 
15-9. 

Sunday’s loss to Russia by 
the American basketball 
team marked the latest in a 
series of U.S. defeats in inter- 
national amateur competi- 
tion. 


to stay in the game Sunday. 
They killed their chances by 
weak foul-shooting, hitting 
just 14 of 27 from the line, 
while the Russians made 24 
of 28. 


“We could have gotten out 
of here with a win if we had 
made our foul shots,” head 
coach Geoige Raveling said. 
“The game came down to 
which team was most success- 
ful at the foul line. The Rus- 
sians made theirs in critical 
times, we missed ours.” 

Seigei Bazarevich led the 
Russians with 23 points, 
while Sergei Babkov added 
18. 


the 200 butterfuly, beating 
chief rival Russian Denis 
Pankratov m 1:58.46, said 
swimmers nicknamed the 
pool the “Black Lagoon.” 

“I slowed at every turn. It 
was difficult to see the wall,” 
he said. “It looked like they 
filled pool with gatorade to- 
day, but it didn't taste like 
it.” 


Since winning the gold at 
le 1986 Goodwill Games, 


the 1986 Goodwill Games, 
U.S. amateur teams have lost 
at the 1988 Olympics, Pan 
Am games, world cham- 
pionships and the 1990 Good- 
will Games. 

Russian coach Sergei Be- 
lov was the first to admit that 
his team won't be able to 
repeat Sunday’s victory at 
next month's world cham- 
pionships in Toronto. That’s 
because the United States 
will be represented there by 
Dream Team II, a collection 
of NBA superstars. 

“This was a moral vic- 
tory,” Belov said, suggesting 
he knows his team will be 
overmatched against the 
American pros at Toronto. 

But it was the Americans 
who were always struggling 


Shawn Respert of Michi- 
gan State, who hit a 3-pomter 
at final buzzer, topped the 
Americans with 17 points. 
Finley scored 14 and Damon 
Stouaamire of Arizona had 
11 . 

The swimming competition 
ended Sunday after a one-day 
session comprising 20 races. 
All the events were moved to 
Sunday after a one-day post- 
ponement caused by a faulty 
filtration system that left the 
water blade, then green. 

The Swedish team pulled 
out, refusing to swim in water 
that looked more akin to a 
country lake than a competi- 
tion pool. The irony was that 
a Swedish company had been 
responsible for the renova- 
tion of the pool in the first 
place. 

“This is the worst I’ve ever 
seen, this is not good for 
health,” said Swedish swira- 


The “creature of the Black 
Lagoon” was Alexander 
Popov, the 22-year-old Rus- 
sian Olympic champion who 
won gold medals in the 50- 
metre and 100-metre frees- 
tyle events. 

He won the 50-metre 
showdown with world record- 
holder Tom Jager of the Un- 
ited States, but his winning 
time of 22.55 seconds was 
well off the American’s re- 
cord of 21.81. Popov's time 
of 50.58 in the 100 was also 
way off his world-record time 
of 48.21 set last month. 


mer Daniel Lonnt 


Melvin Stewart, 


Angel Martino of the Un- 
ited States won both of the 
women’s freestyle sprints and 
China’s Ren Xing swept the 
100 and 200 breaststroke. 
The Chinese won five of 10' 
women’s events, another sign 
of China's emerging power in 
the pool. 

In track and field, Lance 
Deal became the first Amer- 
ican since Harold Connolly at 
the 1956 Olympics to win a 
hammer throw title at a ma- 
jor championship. The 32- 
year-old Deal, of Eugene, 
Oregon, hurled the hammer 
263 feet, 1 inch to beat nearly 
all of Russia’s top competi- 
tors. 


Australian sports women calendar angers minis ter 


CANBERRA (R)— A fund- 


raising calendar showing 
scantily clad Australian 


scantily clad Australian 
women athletes roused die 
anger of the government’s 
most senior female minister 
Monday. 

“I don’t think it's an entire- 
ly satisfactory way of drawing 
attention to the very real 
skills and athletic prowess of 
•our female athletes,” said 
Health Minister Carmen 
Lawrence, who is also re- 
sponsible for women's 


affairs. 

The calendar featnres 
some of Australia’s top 
women athletes in sexy poses 
wearing swimsuits and some- 
times less. 

Shot by a penthouse maga- 
zine photographer, it features 
nine female athletes, includ- 
ing champion heptathelete 
Jane Flemming, who appears 
on the cover naked and 
painted gold. 

Lawrence told reporters 
the calendar, intended to 


raise money for athletics, 
showed the desperation of 
women’s sport, which she 
said was belittled in the Au- 
stralian media. 

“While I don’t particularly 
endorse the means they've 
taken to draw attention to 
themselves — in fact it flies in 
the face of a lot of what 
women have been trying to 
do — nonetheless it does 
emphasise the desperate 
situation they find themselves 
in,” she said. 


“That is, it is very difficult 
to get serious coverage of 
women’s sport.” 


Flemming, who organised 
the calendar, defended it on 
Sunday, saying die athletes 
had great bodies and it was a 
good way to get people to 
notice them. 


Another of the athletes 
argued that male rugby 
league players posed for simi- 
lar calendars without public 
complaint. 


Meola 
struggles 
in American 
football 


Table set for unification bout 


HEMPSTEAD, New York 
(AP) — Tony Meola found 
the transition from the U.S. 
team’s World Cup goalkeep- 
er to NFL kicker quite humb- 


On his first day of training 
camp with fee New York 
Jets, the 24-year-old Meola 
struggled to get the ball be- 
tween the uprights, even 
from short range. 

Jets coach Pete Carroll 
blamed the misses on new 
long snappers and holders. 

“He was lucky to make 
contact wife the ball. The 
snaps were all over the 
place," Carroll said. “We 
were trying out a couple of 
guys.” 

Finally, on an attempt 
from about 35 yards out, 
Meola lined a kick through 
fee upright. 

"Comer kick," quarter- 
back Boomer Esiason 
shouted, breaking everyone 
up. 


BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
Virgil Hill and Mike McCal- 
him say they’re willing, and 
Don King says he is ready to 
push for a light heavyweight 
title unification match. 

McCallum, 37, wrested the 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) light heavyweight ti- 
tle from Australia's Jeff 
Harding, while Hill fended 
off Frank Tate to retain his 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) belt Saturday night. 

“The boxers arc going to 
make it themselves, but I'm 
going to try to certainly put 
them in a unification,” King 
said. 

Hill, 30, said “one of my 
dreams is to unify the light 
heavweight division." 

McCallum, of Jamaica, 
said he would welcome meet- 


ing Hill in the ring. 
Hill (39-1) is the u 


Hill (39-1) is the wuming- 
est tight heavyweight in his- 
tory with 16 successful tide 
defences. 

McCallum (47-2-1) spent 
most of his career as a mid- 
dleweight, bolding two titles 
in that weight class. The 
WBC title was his first light 
heavyweight belt. 

Both Mill and McCallum 


won unanimous decisions be- 
fore 4,700 fans at the Bis- 
marck Civic Centre Saturday. 

Hill used his trademark left 
jab and a surprisingly potent 
right hand to defeat Tate 
(34-4) for the second time in 
less than two years. In 
September 1992. Hill won 
over Tate to regain the then- 
vacant WBA title. 

The judges' cards had Hill 
winning handily 119-108, 119- 
107, and 118-110. 

McCall urn's victory over 
Harding solved the ambi- 
guous WBC title. 

Harding, who had not 
fought in 19 months, had held 
the WGC title since Septem- 
ber 1991. But McCallum, 
named interim champion by 
fee WBC because of Hard- 
ing’s long hiatus, picked 
through the charging Austra- 
lian. 

“That was 12 rounds of 
war,” McCallum said. “Jeff 
Harding is a tough man. He’s 
a true champion.” 

Harding (23-2) said McCal- 
lum’s age means nothing in 
the ring. 

“As far as Pm concerned, - 
age is irrelevant to me,” he 
said. 


The judges scored the bout 
116-114, 117-113, 116-115 for 
McCallum. 

Alfred Cole retained bus 
DBF cruiserweight title with a 
unanimous decision over 
Nate Miller. 


Cole (25-1) beat Miller (23- 
4) in tile second meeting 
between the two. The fight 


was close through the first 
eight rounds, but Miller 
appeared to have Cole in 
trouble in the ninth and life 
rounds when he caught fee 
champion with hard rights. 

Miller, 31, of Philadelphia, 
methodically pressed the 
fight and never appeared 
hurt. But all three judges had 
Cole winning. Two scoring it 
117-111 and fee other 115- 
113. 


The decision was booed by 
the crowd, which cheered 
loudest when Cole backed 
into and knocked down re- 
feree Denny Nelson of Min- 
nesota in the 10th round! 

The 27-year-old Cble, an 
American, said he was dis- 
appointed in bis own per- 
formance, noting he had hurt 
his right hand early in the 
fight. 
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Italy gives Lalas 
‘Wild West’ welcome 


ROME (R) — Italy’s media gave a “Wild West” welcome 
to Alexi Lalas Monday after ntbe long-haired defender 
signed with Padova to become the first American to play in 
Europe's most prestigious soccer leaguer. “Welcome buffa- 
lo Lalas, the first Yankee to play in Italy,” ran a frontpage 
headline in Corriere Dello Sport newspaper. A cartoon 
depicted Lalas, whose goatee and flowing red hair made 
him a celebrity at the World Cup, as Buffalo BQl, the 19th 
century . American famous for his travelling “Wild West 
show.” Lalas, 24, is due to arrive Tuesday to begin training 
with newly promoted Padova, with whom be signed on a 
one-season loan from the United States Soccer Federation 
after two years as an international. 


Simpson: Biding his 
time in jail unit for 
illustrious inmates 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
The Los Angeles County Jail 
has its own version of the 
Hollywood walk of fame, 
where life is different for 
illustrious inmates tike OJ. 
Simpson, the NFL legend 
and actor charged with mur- 
der. 

Simpson, inmate no. 
4013970, doesn’t endure 
communal showers, wait in 
long tines to use fee pay 
phone or even spend as many 
hours a day locked in his cell. 
His jailers even wheel in an 
exercise bike he can use two 
hours a day to keep the fat 
from his athletic physique. 

His jailers insist Simpson is 
not getting special treatment. 
This is just fee way things 
work for inmates assigned for 
their own protection to 
“7000,” a unit in the Los 
Angeles County men’s cen- 
tral jail. 

Others who have taken up 
temporary residence here: 


Christian Brando, son of 
Marlon Brandon, after his 
arrest in fee 1990 killing of 
his sister’s boyfriend; Charles 
Keating of the failed savings 
and loan; and serial killer 
Richard Ramirez, better 
known as the “Night Stal- 
ker.” 


Erik Menendez, awaiting a 
second trial wife brother Lyle 
in fee killings of their pa- 
rents, was Simpson’s next- 
cell-neighbour for one day. 
Menendez was moved so the 
two would not overhear each 
other’s telephone conversa- 
tions, leaving Simpson alone 
in a row of seven cells. Time 
magazine reported. 


.The jail's 6,500 other in- 
mates bunk more than one to 
a cell, or even in dormitories; 
use communal shower rooms; 
wait in long lines to use the 
phone; and eat together in 
the cafeteria, 50 to 60 to a 
table. 


Further details of the 




PRIMARY DENTAL FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION 


To be conducted by the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland in this University from Sunday Oct 9. to Friday Oct 
14, 1994. 

The examination comprises both written papers and 
oral examinations in (a) Anatomy (b) Physiology and (C) 
Pathology and Microbiology of importance in dental 
surgery. 

All dental graduates are eligible to apply to take the 
examination but the RCS in Ireland retains the right to 
decide who may sit its examinations. 

The fee for this examination is JD 350 which must be 
received together with an application form completed in 
English and the required supporting documents by the 
dean, faculty of dentistry, Jordan University of Science 
and Technology. P.O. Box 3030, Irbid, Jordan (Tel. (02) 
295111 Fax. 295123 by midday Wednesday Aug. 31, 
1994 at the latest 

For application forms and further details please write to 
the Dean of Dentistry JUST. 


420 sqm ground floor In a villa for rent with garden — 
furnished or unfurnished. 

Location: 

Next door to the Indian ambassador's residence — Jabal 
Amman (Hai Radwan), Third to Fourth Circle behind 
Zahran Palace. Spec, as follows: 

1. Master bedroom with master bathroom, size: 6mX5m, 
bathroom size: 4mX2.5m. 

2. Bedroom size: 5.80mX4.5m. 

3. Bedroom size: 4mX4m. 

4. Bathroom 

5. Sitting room (family room) size: 6mX6m. with terrace. 

6. Entrance size: 5mX3m. 

7. Salon size: 14mX6.40m. 

8. Dining room size: 6mX5.5m. 

9. Kitchen size: 8mX5m. 

10. Guest bathroom. 

11. Big garden with one car garage. Water reservoir 1 00 
cubic metres, electricity operated window shutters 

12. Accommodation for servant in the garden. 

There is possibility to rent the whole three-floor villa. 
For any information please call: 

Tel. 696607 — 641257 — 617622 
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Gold Cup winning * 
jockey Lamb killed 

- Chel- went into the water. Eveiy- 


LONDON (R) — Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup-winning 
Jockey Ridley Lamb, who 

later became a 
one of two men killed when, 
their car plunged into the 
harbour of a small fishing 
village in northern Englan 
early Monday. 

, Police named the other vic- 
tim as jockey Alan Mejngan, 


tim as jockey Alan Mem 
30, a friend of Lamb s. 


Another man and a woman 
in the car were saved by 
fishermen who raced to the 
scene at Seahooses, Nortn- 
omberiand at 0230 local. 

Lamb, 39, enjoyed ms big- 
gest success as a jockey when 
partnering The Thinker to 
victory in the 1987 Gold Cup. 
After retiring as a jockey he 
took out a trainer’s licence. 

Local police said the two 
survivors of Monday’s 
tragedy, Caroline Budge, 20, 
a racehorse groom, and 
Stephen Charlton, 39, a jock- 
ey's valet, were taken to hos- 
pital with shock. 

A spokeswoman said all 
four had been guests of a 
local pub licensee after nor- 
mal hours. On leaving, they 
drove a short distance to the 
harbour. 

She added: “For no appa- 
rent reason the car swerved 
to its right and struck some 
lobster pots which were 
stacked on the edge of the 
quay. 

“The car continued to fee 
edge of the quay, struck and 
mounted a wooden sleeper 


running along the quay ... 
before nluneme off the quay 


before plunging off the quay 
into 10ft of water.” 

Survivour Charlton said: 
“The car turned over and 


went into the water. Every- 
thing just went black. 

“It must have filled up wife 
water in about five have filled 
up with water in about five 
seconds. I managed to scram- 
ble out of the front passenger 
seat mid the next thing I 
knew there were hands drag- 
ging me from the water.” 

Budge added: “I don’t 
know how I got out but fee 
rear window shattered on im- 
pact and I must have crawled 

through it.” 

The crews of two fishing 
boats were preparing to put 
to sea for a day’s fishing when 
the car came down a steep 
incline from fee village centre 
to the harbour. 

Fisherman David Shiel 
said: “The man and the 
woman must have got out of 
the back window of fee car, 
which was broken. They were 
in a hysterical state. 

“They were hanging on to 
mooring rapes and we just 
tried to calm them down, 
then got them to work their 
way along the ropes, until 
they reached a ladder which 
enabled them to dimb out.” 

But the other two died. 
Lifeboat official George 
' Olsen said: “We hoped there 
might have been an air bab- 
ble in fee car which would 
have saved them but this 
didn’t turn out to the case." 

In 1989, Lamb was banned 
from driving for 18 months 
following a drink-driving con- 
viction when he fell asleep at 
the wheel after celebrating 
gaining his trainers’ licence. 

Lamb's best season as a 
jockey was in 1980-81 when 
he rode 85 winners. 


Olympic gold medallist 


dies from fight injury 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Former 
Olympic gold medallist Wan- 
gila Napunyi died Sunday 
from head injuries suffered 
during a professional fight 
here Friday night. 

Napunyi, who won the 
Olympic welterweight gold 
under fee name of Robert 
Wangila while representing 
his native Kenya at the 1988 
games in Seoul, died at 10:30 
a.m. (PDT), according to a 
spokesperson for university 
medical centre. He was 26. 

Napunyi had a large blood 
dot on tihe right side of his 
head, said Dr. Albert Capan- 
na, who performed surgery 
on fee fighter Saturday morn- 
ing. Napunyi was on a fife 
support system following the 
surgery. 

Napunyi, who lived in Las 
Vegas, was stopped in the 
ninth round of Us bout sche- 
duled for 10 rounds against 
world-ranked American wel- 


terweight David Gonzales. 
Napunyi left fee ring under 
his own power and appeared 
to be all right. 


One half-hour after fee 
bout, however, Napunyi 
started vomiting and then 
collapsed. Oxygen was admi- 
nistered and an ambulance 
took Napunyi to hospital. 

Napunyi, who had a record 
of • 22-5 as. a professional, 
received $2,500 for fee fight. 

It was the first death result- 
ing from a boxing match in 
Nevada since 1982, when 
South Korean Deuk-Koo 
Him died of head injuries 
sustained in a bout against 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) lightweight cham- 
pion Ray'Mandni of the Un- 
ited States. 


The outcry reuslting from 
Kim’s death resulted in world 
title bouts being reduced 
from 12 to 15 rounds. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Liverpool show Hutchison the door 


LIVERPOOL, England (AFP) — Liverpool have put Don 
Hutchison on the transfer list after lurid press coverage of 
fee player’s summer holiday. The 23-year-old has also been 
fined two weeks' wages and banned from fee dub’s 
pre-season tour of Germany. Hutchison was pictured in 
newspapers on Sunday wearing only fee label of a beer 
bottle while on holiday. 


Eubank lip lands him in court 


LONDON (AFP) -- World super middleweight champion 

^ bound 10 kee P * e P<*ce for a year 

hCTe Monday after appearing in court for swearing at police 
The 27-year-old WBO title-holder haduLdthe“f 
Mm nn’Jh^t 'u 131 measure” to officers who stopped 
R^d K^S,!^ thr °\ Air ?P n ’ Longa’s Horsefeny 

^ The charge of using 
^ drawn, as were two road traffic 
be boQDd over for a year on 
S3? A£ ?’ prosecuting, said: “Eubank 

S hemg stopped as he thought there was 
He Was on w ®y to fee airport. He was 

^ssaSk to^ n f£r U S m ° ned ° n P* mobi,e P hone he 

wass stuck in traffic. He was on the ropes. He accents he 

defending ,a ? gua « e ” “Sri Edmoildson, 

Soli, 8, A - chent was stopped on his wav to 


Hungarian league elects president 


FoS^L*a£ue^HF!?h Q fin ? ncia i ly stra PP ed Hungarian 
as ““bead® KJETSS? !caSn S businessman 

61 president °® cja * ^d Monday, Laszlo Benko, 

league member k££S? rc ° f 

Saturday after two othrr V ^ elected by a wide margin 
race for Hum contenders had in effect quit the 


Kalman Vandor said. Headded Li nl spokesr ? an 
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president’s term limited 
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ST PETERSBURG (R) — 
U.S. athletics chief Oltan 
Cassell has called for a limit 
on the term served by IAAF 
presidents, sparking specula- 
tion that he is after the job of 
the current president, Primo 
Nebiolo. 

Italy’s Nebiolo has been 
president of the IAAF (Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic 
Federation) since 1981 and 
wvD seek a fifth term next 
year. 

“Maybe it’s time to look at 
term limits, I don’t care who 
it is,” Cassell, the executive 
director of U.S. A. Track and 
Field (USATF) and a senior 
IAAF- vice-president, told 
Reuters. 

“In the United States when 
we have an election, we elect 
a president, we don't elect 
someone who has a mandate 
to do whatever they want to 
do” 

He added he would perso- 
nally Eke presidential terms 
limited to eight years. 

Cassell has consistently de- 
nied he is a candidate for 


Nebiolo’s job but athletics 
sources befew the former 
U.S. Olympian is actively 
canvassing support for a bid 
against Nebiolo, the 71-year- 
old Italian lawyer who has 
pushed the sport into a new 
professional era. 

The pair are already at 
loggerheads over American 
hurdler' Danny Harris, cleared 
by USATF to run after serv- 
ing two years of a four-year 
cocaine ban but sdD. banned 
by the IAAF. 

Cassell, 57, said be ex- 
pected the U.S. federation to 
discuss bis ideas at its annual 

convention later this year and 
then submit proposals to the 
IAAF congress next year be- 
fore the world championships 
in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Cassell said he wanted 
athletes, agents and meeting 
organisers included in IAAF 
decision-making to prevent 
the sport from fracturing. 

He said both the Profes- 
sional Golfers Association 
(PGA) and the Association 


of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) ‘‘appeared to grow up 
outside of the governing 
bodies. 

M So it’s my feeling that if 
they (athletes, agents and 
organisers) are going to be 
inside the IAAF, all of those 
people need to be members 
some way and need to have 
some voice in what’s happen- 
ing.” 

And that voice, he said, 
should include participation 
in decision-making. 

“The International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC) and the 
IAAF have athletes' commis- 
sions, but I'm talking about 
more than that,” Cassell said. 
‘Tm talking about each of 
the national feder a ti on s . bring- 
ing an athlete to the IAAF 
congress, and having them 
included in the making of 
rules and regulations.” 

He said athletes were 
already involved in the U.S. 
Olympic Committee and 
USATF “and it’s created a 
better organisation for us.” 


Edberg crushes Stoltenberg 
in D.C. tennis classic final 
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Stefan Edberg 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Second-seeded Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden saved his 
best tennis for the last and 
crushed 14th seed Jason Stol- 
tenberg of Australia 6-4, 6-2, 
in 71 minutes on Sunday to 
win the $625,000 D.C. tennis 
classic Sunday. 

Edberg, who won his 
fourth tournament of the 
year and increased his career 
record to 6-0 against Stolten- 
berg, did not drop a set this 
week, despite struggling with 
his normally reliable serve in 
his matches leading up to the 
- final. 

In the final Edberg lifted 
his first serve percentage to 
69 per cent, from his week 
average of 49 per cent. 

Instead, it was Stolten- 
berg’s serve that was suspect 
throughout the final, as the 
Australian double-faulted 
five times, all on crucial 


points. 

Edberg, seventh in the 
world, broke the 47th-ranked 
stoltenberg for a 2-0 first set 
lead on a double-fault, and 
again in the same game of the 
second set on two double- 
faults from the Australian. 

Although Edberg lost his 
serve twice in the first set, he 
eventually wpn it by breaking 
Stoltenberg in the 10th game 
with two backhand passing 
shpts. 

Edberg raced to a 3-0 lead 
in the second set and reached 
5-2 by playing aggressively on 
his serve, which he did not 
lose in the second set. 

In the final game of the 
match, Stoltenberg reached 
40-0 with an ace, but Edberg 
attacked on every point and 
pushed the score to deuce. 
Four points later, Stoltenberg 
double-faulted on match 
point. 


Edberg said that he hoped 
to use this success as a 
momentum builder for the 
U.S. Open, as he lost in the 
first round at the French 
Open and the second round 
at Wimbledon. 

“I’d be very happy to go 
into the U.S. Open playing’ 
like this,” Edberg said. 
“Once I got my serve going. I 
felt I was playing as good as I 
have since April. My cortfi- - 
dence is back. It will make 
me want to go out and prac- 
tice during" the next two 
weeks." 

Stoltenberg said Edberg 
was simply too tough for him. 

“He’s played a lot of finals, . 
and it shows," Stoltenberg 
said. “He stepped up the 
level of his game and kept the 
pressure on me. I served a 
few bad doubles, but I'm not 
unhappy with way I played." 


Graf beats Raymond in Pathmark final 


? Asia proposes panel to sort 
out extra World Cup slots 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Asia, seeking two more 
World Cup slots, said Mon- 
day an independent panel 
shook! decide on the alloca- 
tion of the eight extra places 
in foe 1988 finals in France. 

“It is important that there 
should be logic and rationale 
to this that all countries in the 
world can see,” Asian Foot- 
ball Confederation (AFC) 
General Secretary Peter 
Velappan said. 

World soccer’s governing 
body FIFA announced be- 
fore the World Cup in the 
United States that the final- 
ists will be increased from 24 
to 32 teams in Fiance. 

An AFC proposal put for- 


ward by their newly-elected 
President Sultan Ahmad 
Shah of Malaysia calls for “an 
independent panel of ex- 
perts” to look at primarily 
non-footbalting factors like 
population and economic 
growth rates to decide which 
confederations deserve the 
extra places. 

The 4-member AFC’s in- 
itiative is seen as an attempt 
to swing FIFA’s political 
focus away from traditional 
soccer heavyweights in 
Europe and South America 
to developing regions lie 
A ria a nd Africa. 

FIFA has indicated the di- 
virion of the extra places wfl] 
be decided at an executive 


committee meeting in 
September. But fierce lob- 
bying has already begun. 

Saudi Arabia became the 
second Asian ride to go 
through to the second round 
while South Korea failed only 
on goal difference to qualify 
* "Ana has been offered an 
extra place, but Velappan in- 
sists die continent needs two 
more places for a total of 
four. 

‘‘Both Asian teams 
achieved a critical break- 
through at the World Dip in 
that they proved our faith, 
and trust in the development 
of Asian football which few 
people outride the region be- 
lieved in,” he said. 


MAHWAH, New Jersey (R) 

— Steffi Graf received ster- 
ner opposition than she ex- 
pected but rallied ro overtake 
American Lisa Raymond 4-6, 
6-4, 6-1 in a 100-minute final 
Sunday to win the $150,000 
Pathmark Tennis Classic. 

Graf, who received a re- 
ported guarantee of $350,000 
to spruce up the field, won 
the tournament for a fifth 
time. Raymond, a semifinal- 
ist last year, collected the 
second-place purse of 
$14,000. 

It was the first meeting 
between world No. 1 Graf, 
loser in the Reach Open 
semifinals and in the opening 
round of Wimbledon in her 
last two starts, and the 54th- 
ranked Raymond, U.S. col- 
legiate champion in 1992 and 
1993. 

“She took me by surprise,” 
said Graf. “She served in- 
credibly well until late in the 


second set.” 

Graf found herself in deep 
trouble as Raymond, a 
second-year professional, 
combined an excellent serv- 
ing game with accurate 
ground strokes to take the 
first set and 'break In the 
seventh game of the second 
set for a 4-3 lead. 

Graf was not satisfied with 
her returns, but her serves 
were on target hi the final set 
and a half. She finished with 
11 aces to seven for 
Raymond, who had none in 
the final set. 

After Raymond's service 
break in the second set, Graf 
went to work and the Amer- 
ican’s game wilted trader the 
assault. 

The 25-year-oW German 
star cracked three deep re- 
turns to force errors and got 
the other point on a back- 
hand approach that drew 
another miscue to break back 


at love and Graf swept five 
more games to claim the set 
and lead 3-0 in the third. 

Raymond admitted that 
the chance to beat Graf in 
straight sets brought on in- 
tense pressure and she crack- 
ed. 

“I was in a kind of a shock 
when I had a chance to serve 
for 5-3," said the 20-year-old 
Raymond, who had an 11-11 
record on the tour for the 
first half of the year. 

“My mind got ahead of 
itself. What I should have 
done was pretend that I was 
behind and served it out." 

Raymond attacked fre- 
quently in the dosing games, 
but constantly missed from 
the net. “She forces you to 
think you have to hit to the 
lines and I Went- for too 
much,” said Raymond in ex- 
plaining why she constantly 
overshot on her volleys. "I 
was trying for perfection and 
I shouldn't have.” 
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Indurain has rendez-vous next year 


PARIS (AP) — In his final 
Frew* TV interview follow- 
ing the Tour de France, 
Miguel Indurain was asked 
*for a few words in French, 
v With a bit of hesitancy, 
Indurain sad in French — 
“Thank you everyone. Until 
next year.” 

That's what everyone is 
waiting for. The 1995 tour — 
to see if Indurain can win his 
fifth consecutive title. 

“There’s still a year to go 
before the fifth one and we 
have to train with hope and 
drive,” Indurain said. 
“Whether it’s possible or not, 
only the road can say for 
sure.” 

He has been making look 
easy. He finished his fourth 
inarowby curshing his oppo- 
nents by the largest victory 
margin in six years. 

With Sunday's victory, the 
Spaniard joined cycling 


greats Jacques Anquetil of 
France ana Eddy Merckx of 
Belgium as the only riders to 
win cycling’s greatest event 
four conseuctive years. 

Anquetil, Merckx and 
France’s Bernard Hinault 
have won five, but never in 
straight years. Indurain will 
have bis chance at history in 
1995. Only the daring would 
bet against him. 

And if he keeps riding the 
way be did this year, Indurain 
may do what no rider has 
ever managed — win six 
toms. 

Indurain turned 30 this 
year. Bat he just seemed to 
get stronger, one by one 
knocking out his biggest chal- 
lengers of the past — Tony 
Romin Claudio Chiapucd 
and Gianni Bugno. All were 
gone by the end of the second 
week, victims of illness or 
exhaustion. 
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The bidding 
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P*a» 4 ^ Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Three of * 

This hand was played in ihe Li/e 
Masters Pairs event at the recent 
Sommer North American Champi- 
Gwhipa held in Washington. D.C. 
FoOow the proceedings and deride 
whether anyone is at fault in the 
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m^L Once South could bid vohtn- 
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Cinema 


more than enough strength and 
uump support to venture game. 
There are no charges for the 

bidding. 

A low spade was led to the Long 
and ace. Declarer played three 
rounds of clubs, discarding a spade 
from dummy, then ruffed a spade. 
The king of hearts was ducked by 
East and the trump continuation 
went to the ace. 

East. Henry Be the of New York, 
found the killing defense— he re- 
turned a diamond. Declarer could 
not get off the table without allow- 
ing West to ruff Lbe third diamond, 
so the defenders collected two 
tricks. What’s your verdict? 

It is not easy to spot, but declarer 
could have made 1 2 tricks. Before 
leading the second heart, declarer 
should have cashed the ace and king 
of diamonds. If a defender were to 
ruff, declarer would be no worse off 
than with Lbe adopted line. As the 
cards lie. East has only spades [eft 
on winning the ace of hearts. De- 
clarer can raff the spade return, 
draw the outstanding trump 1 and 
score a third diamond for a second 
Overtrick. 

Congratulations to East on fine 
defense and to any of our readers 
who charged declarer with a miscue. 


Tel,: 634144 | Gnema 


“Rominger, Chaippucri 
and the others were sick ... I 
think a lot of riders enter the 
tour tired after a lot of early 
season races," Indurain said. 
“The tour doesn’t pardon 
anyone. You have to begin 
with, reserves." 

Indurain won by the big- 
gest margin since 1988, eras- 
sing the line five minutes, 39 
seconds ahead of Piotr Ugru- 
mov of Latvia. Marco Panta- 
ni of Italy was third, 7:19 
back. 

It was the largest differ- 
ence between first and 
second in the tour since 1988 
when Indurain’s former 
teammate, Pedro Delgado, 
won by more than seven mi- 
nutes. 

‘Tm not going downhill 
yet," Indurain smiled. “After 
my third place in the Tour of 
Italy, everyone started ques- 
tioning things. I answered on 
the road, in the tour.*' 

Among the crowds cheer- 
ing him on the Champs 
Eteysees were eight busloads 
of people from Villava, his 
Pyrenees hometown of 7,500. 
Back home, cycling fans rang 
church bells, shot off fire- 
works and uncorked cham- 
pagne. 

Indurain rode near the 
head of the pack most of the 
day on the 21st stage from 
Euro Disneyland to the 
Champs-Elysees, a total of 
17S kilometres (109 miles). 

The stage was won by 
France’s Eddy Seigneur, who 
overtook Frankie Andreu of 






Steffi Graf 

OUR THANKS AND APPRECIATION^ 

FROM AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 

The board, players, coaches, adult volunteers and 
parents of Amman Little League baseball would like to j 
express their deep gratitude to all individuals and com- I 
panies that have made it possible for two teams of players 
to represent Jordan in this year's Little League European . 
Tournament in Germany. 

We are honoured and grateful for the support of His ; 
Majesty King Hussein and Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, who have made it possible for the Little League 
team of 11 and 12-year-old players to participate in the 
tournament. 

We also wish to thank Mr. Haseeb Sabbagh for his 
generous support that allowed the Little League team of 
13. 14 and 15-year-olds to represent Jordan in the seniors 
division tournament for the first time. i 

The Little League is also most grateful for the assistance 
and support provided to the teams by Royal Jordanian 
airlines. Mr. Mahmoud Balqaz, Mr. Aqel Biltaji. Aramex 
International Courier, Mr. Rarnzi Masarweh, Gulf Express, 
Mr. Tewfic Abu Aita. and Nisr Contracting Company. 




.The winner of the 81st Tour de France, 
Spaniard Miguel Indurain (centre), is joined 
by Russian Piotr Ugnunov (left) and Italy's 


Marco P antini on the final podhun Sunday in 
Paris (AFP photo) 


the United States in the last 
200 metres. Andreu tried to 
break away in the final two 
kilometres (1.2 miles), but 
failed. 

This year’s race started in 
Lille, northern France, on 
July 2 and covered 3,986 
kilometres (2,479 miles) in a 
counterclockwise course 
around the country, with 2 
crossing of the English Chan- 
nel thrown in for good mea- 


Ugrumov, second to Indu- 
rain in last year’s Tour of 
Italy, moved from ninth to 
second after winning two 
stages and taking second in 
another in the Alps. 

The Latvian beat Indurain 
by more than three minutes 
in the last individual time 
trial, but Indurain had the 


tour won by then. 

Americans fared poorly. 
Three-time champion Greg 
Lemond — the last person 
before Indurain to win the 
tour — dropped out less than 
a week after the tour started. 
It may be his last — the GAN 
team said it will not re-sign 
him next year. 



SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN UMM UTHEBNAH 


The players and coaches of the 1994 Little League European 
tournament seniors team: Elias Kawar. Nabil Atalln, Fadi 
TaJ, Omar Masarweh, Troy Gustafson, David Tidwell, 
Timothy Kerr, William Kerr, Carl Cuthbert, Shukri Saleh, 
Roy Johnson, Abdul Rahman Abdul Haq, B j. Oliver, Said 
Mufti. Coaches: Kim Gustafson, Da rid Gouin. 




‘Texas 

jTight 


Country Music right on your table 

Please calf for reservation, Tel: 689671/2-666140 


Brand new with five bedrooms including a maid room, 330 
square metres, ground floor with a two-car garage and a 
private garden. 

Apartment has solar heating system. 

For more information call: 862100 


TO LET 

Ground floor house (independent), semi-fumished, 
3 bedrooms, (with wardrobes), salon, dining area, 
complete kitchen, 2 bathrooms, central heating, 
telephone and garden. ■ 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Those Interested pis. call: 676911 



JT 1 w 

The players and coaches of the 1994 Amman Little League 
European tournament team: Saad Kurd!, Tamer Naber, 
Raja Khouri, Nayef Ahd, Mohammad Darwi&h, Zetd Haj 
Hassan, Mark Abdullah, Karim Atalls, Karim Ayyoubi, 
Omar Azar, Salim Baydoun, Hazim Kin dash, Omar Saleh, 
Samer Sharayha. Coaches*. Alonzo Fulgham, Henry Fran- 
cis, 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


TeL: 618274 - 618275 
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PHILADELPHIA 


STEEL MAGNOLIAS 


Shows: 12:30, 3-JO. 6:15, 8J0, 10:30 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Nabila Obeid ana Farouk Ai 
Fishawi 
in 

.Unveiling The Sec- 
. rets 
Arabic 

Shows: 12 JO. 3:15. 5-IJB Hjn. 

10:10 


CONCORD “1” 
Robin Hood 
Men In Tights 

CONCORD “2” 
i GET AWAY 

Shows: 12 JO. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


— Qnensa and Theatre “ 
THELMA AND LOUISE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO 
Starting Aug. 1 the Political play 

“SAHRA KANAUNIEH 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Ai Mashini Theatre 


Today & Everyday 
AbUxAwwad in social comedy 

“PSINCTCRED BAG" 


Nabil & Hishams Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Present their piay: 

WHAT A PEACE! 
(Safari Ya ttalam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.rn. 

The ti.c3tre is dosed on Tue 

driVS. 
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U.S. aims for Israel-Syria 
declaration of principles 


CAIRO ' (Agencies) — The 
United States is aiming for a 
Syrian-Israeli declaration of 
principles by recondling the 
two countries' positions in 
peace negotiations, a Cairo 
weekly reported Monday. 

' But Syria has rejected the 
proposal while Israel raised 
reservations, said Al Arabi. 

• It quoted informed sources 
at the Syrian foreign ministry 
as saying that Egypt, whose 
President Hosni Mubarak vi- 
fcited Damascus on Sunday, 
was working to deal with 
Syria’s objections. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher submit- 
ted the peace plan during his 
Middle East tour last week. 

Under the plan to sign a 
declaration of principles, 
direct talks would be held in 
Cairo at a high level between 
the two countries. 

- A diplomatic source in 
Cairo confirmed details of 
the plan and told AFP that 
Syria objected on the 
grounds that U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 on* 
exchanging land for peace 
made no mention of norma- 
lisation of ties with Israel. 


The United States, as chief 
sponsor of the Middle East 
peace process, proposed that 
“examination of the ques- 
tions linked to normalisation 
be delayed until we reach a 
declaration of principles.” 

But Israel wanted Syria to 
agree on the principle of total 
normalisation before the 
signing of a declaration of 
principles. 

The U.S. plan also called 
for a compromise in the 
timetable for Israel's with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights it seized from Syria 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

Syria wanted the pullout 
completed within a year 
while Israel had proposed 
eight years. 

In Damascus, official 
newspapers reiterated on 
Monday that Syria would not 
budge from the principle of 
Israeli withdrawal from occu- 
pied Arab land in return for a 
comprehensive peace deal 
between the Arabs and Jew- 
ish state. 

Mr. Assad praised efforts 
made by Mr. Christopher to 
revive the Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks but said no tangi- 


ble progress has been made. 

“He (Christopher) is ex- 
erting good efforts. Naturally 
we can’t say that the peace 
process is facing a deadlock 
and we can't say it is moving 
on an open way...” 

Mr. Christopher shuttled 
between Syria and Israel be- 
fore returning to Washington 
on Friday. He told reporters 
on his plane on the way borne 
that the two countries had 
moved beyond “psychologic- 
al testing” of each other. 

Asked what was the formu- 
la accepted by Syria to link a 
withdrawal from the Golan 
and the normalisation of ties 
with Israel, Mr. Assad said: 


“In fact we have not 
reached this point yet. The 
contacts carried by the U.S., 
including those by Warren 
Christopher, are being car- 
ried out within the 
framework of the peace pro- 
cess and the Madrid peace 
conference...” 

“The process is now at 
what we could describe as an 
exploratory stage or some- 
thing like this. It is still early 
to decide (on this)...” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Settlement hosts summer camps for extremists 


KTRYAT AREA (AF) — Summer camp at this West Bank 
settlement started Monday with a quiet prayer at the 
graveside of Baruch Goldstein who carried out the Hebron 
mosque massacre. Then it was time for activities, indn- 
diong weapons training. “This is a symbol, because they 
want to stop us,” organiser Itamar Ben-Gvir told the 
Associated Press. He was referring to the government’s 
ban on extremist groups like Kach after Goldstein — a 
Kiryat Arba resident and Kach follower — shot dead at 
least 30 Muslim worshippers in a Hebron mosque on Feb. 
25. The camp, taking place mostly at the settlement’s 
athletic field, was organised by former Kach activists who 
were careful not to flout the law. Instead of weariong 
banned yellow Kach T-shirts, they wore yellow T-shirts 
boastiong “We are all Kahane,” a reference to the late 
founder of Kacfa, Meir Kahane, who was assassinated in 
New York in 1990. On the back of the T-shirts was the 
inscription, “We shall not be broken.” 


Israeli guard Jailed for attack on Palestinian 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli border guard was jailed 
fora year on Monday for beationgup a Palestinian worker, 
court officials here said. The Tel Aviv district court 
condemned Yitkhiel Shitrit to one year in jail, with two 
years suspended, for attacking Ahmad Djinjiria from the 
West Bank who had travelled to Tel Aviv without a work 
permit on April 13. The border guard and two colleagues 
took Mr. Djinjiria to an isolated spot where they broke two 
of his ribs ana stole his wallet. The Palestinian lodged a 
complaint. The two other guards have already been 
sentenced to several months in prison. 


Iran police seize 500 kilos of opium 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police seized almost 600 kilogrammes 
of opium near the Pakistani border in southeast Iran, 
mostly from a camel caravan, the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported Monday. Security forces seized 534 
kilogrammes of opium in a raid on the camel caravan km 
the Dashtak regison of Sistan in Baluchistan province, but 
the traffickers managed to escape, it said. Also since 
Saturday, they seized 60 kilogrammes of opium and others 
drugs during routione checks sin the Zahedan and Iran- 
shahr regions of the same province. . k 


Twenty killed in Kurdish feuding 


ERBIL (AFP) — Twenty people were killed over the past 
week in clashes between the two main Kurdish groups- 
controlling northern Iraq, Kurdish official Yunis Rosh- 
beanyi said Monday. Sixteen were killed last Tuesday when 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) clashed in Beharka village, near 
Erbil, according to Mr. Roshbeanyi, the region’s “interior 
minister.” Four other were killed in Erbil as a dispute over 
water turned violent, be added. There were also an' 
unspecified number of wounded in the clashes. 


3 killed in Aswan sand mound collapse 


CAIRO (AP) — Two men and a teenage boy suffocated 
Monday when a sand mound gave way, trapping them 
underneath, Egypt’s Middle East News Agency (MENA) 
reported. The accident occurred in Al Shaia area near 
Aswan, a tourist centre, 700 kilometres south of Cairo. 
MENA identified the victims as Fawzi Hussein, 40; his 
13-year-old son Karim, and an assistant, Abdul-Rahim 
Suleiman, 46. The agency said they were digging at the 
base of the sand mound when it gave way. Mohammad 
Bassiouni, head of the Aswan civil defence force, told 
MENA that incorrect quarrying led to the collapse. 


7 killed in Pakistan shrine roof collapse 


KARACHI (AFP) — Seven people were killed and 20 
injured when the roof of an ancient shrine to a Muslim 
saint. Lai Shahbaz QaJandar, collapsed Monday, officials 
said. The maion dome of the shrine in Sehwan Sharif rown 
195 kilometres north of here, had caved in while worship- 
pers were ion the prayer hall. Relief agencies had earlier 
feared dozens of people were trapped inside. However, 
officials told AFP by telephone that most of the rubble had 
been cleared by sunset and only seven bodies had been 
retrieved. They did not expect the toll to rise. Preliminary 
investigations indicate thast the dome of the 200-year-old 
structure had been weakened by heavy monsoon rains 
earlier this month. The shrine to the mystic saint Shahbaz 
Qalandar, who has a large following in Pakistan and 
elsehwere, attacts thousands of devotees each year. 


Flights still delayed in France 


PARIS (AP) — Air traffic controllers in southeast France 
returned to work Monday after a three-day strike that 
stranded tens of thousands of travellers on one of the' 
busiest summer weekends. Delays of 25 minutes were 
reported for airplanes flying over the region, a minor 
irritant compared to the five to six hour waits and 
thousands of cancelled flights from Friday through Sunday. 
The strike by controllers at the Aix-en-Provence regional 
centre affected not only French domestic flights but planes 
flying between northern and southern Europe. Flights 
linking Germany, Britain and Switzerland with sunny 
Spam, Italy, Portugal and Tunisia were badly affected. 


Israeli 
warplanes 
attack 
S. Lebanon 


SIDON (Agencies) — Israeli 
jets bombed resistance stron- 
gholds in the Iqlim at-Toufah 
ridge in southern Lebanon in 
a raid Monday, security offic- 
ers said here. 

Four Israeli bombers fired 
eight missiles at positions of 
the Hizbollah movement in a 
10-minute raid. Clouds of 
smoke rose above the targets. 

Hizbollah guerrillas and 
Lebanese soldiers retaliated 
with heavy artillery fire and a 
surface-to-air missile. 

There were no immediate 
details of casualties. 

Earlier an Israeli officer 
was killed in artillery ex- 
changes between the Israeli 
army and Hizbollah guerril- 
las, security officers in Mar- 
jayonn said. 

Israel’s proxy South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia said 
several soldiers were also 
wounded in the shelling of 
Tallet Loubiyeh, near Man- 
soura, in Israel’s self- 
dedared “security zone.” 

The shells were fired from 
the Iqlim at-Toufah ridge. 

The attacks came shortly 
after Israli forces unleashed 
9 n eight-hour artillery bar- 
rage against Hizbollah stron- 
gholds in the Bekaa Valley, 
police in Rashaya said. 

Hizbollah said in a state- 
ment from Beirut that it had 
killed or wounded “a large 
number of men" in shelling 
and an attack on an Israeli 
patrol. 

Security sources said 
Lebanese guerrillas wounded 
three Israeli soldiers in South 
Lebanon on Monday and 
fired Katyusha rockets at a 
village on the Israeli border. 

They said a Sagger missile 
apparently fired by Hizbollah 
fighters hit an Israeli military 
vehicle near the village of 
Lonbiye, in Israel's self- 
declared South Lebanon 
“security zone.” 

Simultaneously, 12 
Katyusha rockets exploded 
just outside the Israeli-held 
village of Kfar Kila almost on 
the bottler demarcation tine. 

The hostilities came on the 
first anniversary of the 
heaviest Israeli blitz of South 
Lebanon since its 1982 inva- 
sion. At least 150 people 
were killed and nearly 500 
wounded in the weeklong 
Israeli air, sea and artillery 
onslaught on Lebanon-based 
guerrillas July 1993. 


King voices pride in his people 


Following is the text of King Hussein 's address after the 
signing of the Washington Declaration: 


President Clinton, Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
ladies and gentlemen, 

And so it is that on this day 
at this house of the great 
American people we nave 
been able to take a historic 
step which we hope and pray 
will be to the benefit of our 
peoples within our entire re- 
gion — Jordanians, Israelis 
and others. This is the mo- 
nent of a commitment and of 
a vision. 

Not all of what is possible 
is within the document we 
have just ratified, but a mod- 


est. determined begi nning to 
bring to our region and our 
peoples the security from 
fear, which 1 must admit has 
prevailed over all the years of 
our lives, the uncertainty of 
every day as to how it might 
end, the suspicion, the bitter- 
ness, the lack of human con- 
tact. 

We are on our way now 
truly towards what is normal 
in relations between our peo- 
ples and ourselves and what 
is worthy. We will meet as 
often as we are able to and as 
required with pleasure to 


shepherd this process on in 
the times ahead. 

At this moment, I would 
Hire to share with you all the 
pride I have in my people, 
the people of Jordan, and 
their maturity and their cour- 
age and, in what I have been 
blessed with, their trust and 
confidence and I believe the 
commitment of the over- 
whelming majority to the 
cause of peace. 

The form used in interna- 
tional documents as they 
affected us so for is the state 
of belligerency and the end of 
the state of belligerency. I 
think both in Arabic and 
Hebrew our people do not 


have such a term. But we 
have accomplished and what 
we are committed to is foe 
end of the state of war be- 
tween Jordan and Israel. 

Thank you so very much 
indeed, Mr. President, for al! 
your kindness. . 

Thank you, Prime Mims- 

Tbank ^ our dcar 

friends. A warm thanks to 
the American people — our 
partners in the past, in “* e 
present, and in the future. 
God bless you and bless our 
march for the future and to- 
wards tire future of peace in 
oor region. 

Thank you. ■ 


Clinton: King and Rabin give 
their people a new life 


Following is the text of President Clinton's speech at the 
signing of the Washington Declaration on Monday: 


Your Majesties, Prime Minis- 
ter and Mrs. Rabin, disting- 
uished guests. 

Today we gather to bear 
witness to history. As this 
century draws to a close, a 
new era of peace opens be- 
fore us in ancient Lands as 
brave men choose reconcilia- 
tion over conflict. 

Today, our faith is re- 
newed. As we write a new 
chapter in the march of hope 
over despair on these 
grounds and at this historic 
table, we remember the cour- 
age of Anwar Sadat ‘and 
Menachem Begin and. the 
leadership of President Car- 
ter at Camp David IS years 
ago, the efforts of President 
Bush to bring Israel and her 
neighbours together in Mad- 
rid two years ago, and that 
shining September day last 
year when Prime Minister 
Rabin and Chairman Arafat 
declare that their two peoples 
would fight no more. 

Today, in that same spirit. 
King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Rabin will sign the 
Washington Declaration. Af- 
ter generations of hostility, 
blood and tears, the leaders 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the State of Israel 
will solemnly declare with 
the world as their witness that 
they have ended the state of 
belligerency between them. 
From this day forward, they 
pledge to settle their differ- 
ences by peaceful means. 

Both countries will refrain 
from actions that may ‘ 
adversely affect the security 
of the other and will thwart 
all those who would use ter- 
rorism to threaten either 
side. 

It takes but a minute or 
two to cross tiie River Jor- 
dan, but for as long as most 
of us can remember, the dis- 
tance has seemed immense. 
The awful power of ancient 
arguments and the raw 
wounds of recent wars have 
left generations of Israelis, 


Jordanians and Palestinians 
unable to imagine, much less 
build, a life of peace and 
security. Today King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin 
give their people a new cur-, 
rency of hope and the chance 
to prosper in a region of 
peace. 

Under the Washington De- 
claration, Jordan and Israel 
have agreed to continue 
vigorous negotiations to pro- 
duce a treaty of peace based 
on Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister 
Rabin will meet as often as 
necessary to shepherd and 
personally direct those nego- 
tiations. Their objective is a 
just, lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace between Israel and 
all its neighbours, a peace in 
which each acknowl edges 
and respects the territorial 
integrity and political inde- 
pendence of all others and 
their right to live in peace 
within secure and recognised 
boundaries. 

In the meantime, Jordan 
and Israel have decided to 
take immediate steps to nor- 
malise relations and resolve 
disputes in areas of common 
concern. They have agreed to 
survey the international bor- 
der based on the work of 
their boundary subcommis- 
sion. They have resolved that 
negotiations on water re-, 
sources should aim to estab- 
lish the rightful allocation be- 
tween the two sides of the 
waters of the Jordan and 
Yannouk Rivers. They have 
determined that their police 
forces wiD cooperate in com- 
bating crime, with a special 
emphasis on drug smuggling. 
They have set up as their 
joint purpose the abolition of 
all economic boycotts and the 
establishment of a bilateral 
economic cooperation. 

And, as of today, Jordan 
and Israel have agreed to 
take the first practical steps 
to draw their p<rople together 


and to let the peoples of the 
world share in the wo otters of 
their lands. They win estab- 
lish direct telephone links, 
connect two nations* electric- 
ity grids, open two border 
crossings between their na- 
tions, including one at Aqaba 
and Eilat and another in the 
north, accelerate the negotia- . 
turns aimed at opening an 
international air corridor be- 
tween the two countries, and 
give free access to third coun- 
try tourists travelling be- 
tween their two nations. * 

These are the building 
blocks of a modern peace in 
ancient holy lands. 

Your Majesty, at our first 
meeting you wrote me a — 
after our first meeting you 
wrote me a heartfelt letter in 
which you referred to your 
revered grandfather. King 
Abdullah. You told me that 
his untimely assassination at 
the entrance to Jerusalem’s 
Al Aqsa Mosque had come at 
a time when he was intent on 
making peace with Israel. 

The Washington Declara- 
tion is the product of much 
hard work. Less than a year 
ago, Crown Prince Hassan of 
Jordan and Foreign Minister 
Peres of Israel met here pub- 
licly for the first time. 
Together, with the wise coun- 
sel and persistent energy of 
the secretary of state, Warren 
Christopher, Israel and Jor- 
dan have pursued peace, and 
we are an in their debt 

Had he completed his mis- 
sion,' you said to me, your 
region would have been 
spared four decades of war. 
Today, 43 years later, Abdul- 
lah’s grandson has fulfilled 
his legacy. 


first visited me in the White 
House, you spoke eloquently 
of your soldier’s life defend- 
ing and gui ding your nation 
through four bloody decades 
of struggling to survive. You 
fold me your people had had 
enough bloodshed, that this 
was tim e to make peace. Tern 
months ago you stood on this 
same lawn and shook the 
hand of Yasser Arafat, the 
leader of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. Today you stand 
together with King Hussein, 
descendant of the Prophet 
Mohammad, to declare that 
Jordan and Israel have ended 
their conflict. In holding out 
to your people the hope of a 
normal, secure life, yon, sir, 
have f ulfill ed the mission of 
your life and of all those who 
have fought by your side for 
so long. 

Now, as we go forward, we 
must guard against illusions. 
Dark forces of hatred and 
violence still stalk your lands. 
We must not let them suc- 
ceed. King Hussein, Prime 
Minister Rabin, as you and 
your people embark on this 
journey of peace, we know 
the road will not be easy. Just 


as we have supported you in 
ns for; the United 


coming tins 
States will walk the final 
miles with you. 

We must afl~gO'an until we 
ensure that the peace you are 
seeking prevails in the Holy 
Land and extends to all 
Israel's Arab neighbours. 
Our common objective of a 
comprehensive peace must 
be achieved. 


And in the declaration yon 
will sign, your role as guar- 
dian of Jerusalem’s Muslim’s 
holy sites, Al Aqsa among 
them, has been preserved, 
and Israel has agreed to 
accord a high priority to Jor- 
dan's historic role regarding 
these holy sites in final status 
negotiations. 

Prune Minister, when you 


Now as we witness the 
signing of this declaration 
and applaud the bravery of 
these men, let ns remember 
that peace is much more than 
a pledge to abide by words on 
a page. It is a bold attempt to 
write a new history. Guided 
by the blessings of God, let us 
now go forward and give life 
to this declaration, for if we 
follow its course, we will truly 
achieve a peace of the gen- 
erations. 

Thank you very much. 


Critics of peace process on low wavelength 


(Continued from page 1) 


ness of the event,” which he 
described as “a catastrophe.” 

“Failing to increase the 
opposition to this national 
catastrophe is the historic re- 
sponsibility of the leadership 
of all parties and political 
movements in the Kingdom,” 
Dr. Said said. 

But Mr. Mansour asserted 
that the opposition was mov- 
ing within a clear programme 
which would use different 
forms to voice its position as 
the peace process continues. 

“The opposition did not 
want to mobilise its suppor- 
ters today. It wanted a sym- 
bolic expression of its posi- 
tion and this is not the end of 
it,” Mr. Mansour said. 

He said the objective of 


Monday’s sit-in was to refute 
the government’s “claim that 
the majority of the Jordanian 
people are behind the talks.” 

“When you have the repre- 
sentatives of eight political 
parties and professional un- 
ions protesting the talks, it 
means not all the people are 
behind them,” said Mr. Man- 
sour. 

Mr. Mansour said the 
Islamists will continue to pro- 
test the peace negotiations 
with Israel in all available 
legal and constitutional man- 
ners as IAF Secretary Gener- 
al Ishaq Al Farban said nor- 
malisation with Israel will not 
occur even if hundreds of 
accords are signed. 

The IAFs stress on “con- 
stitutional opposition” was' 
seen as a sign of maturity by 
the Islamists. 


“The ideological, idealistic 
and other opposition groups 
responded to the democratic 
change with great responsi- 
bility and flexible pragmatism 
that denounced violence and 
adopted realism without 
com pro raising their princi- 
ples,” prominent Deputy 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
told tiie Jordan Times. 

“You find the leadership of 
the Islamists acting in a flexi-- 
ble and realistic manner and 
with a meat deal of political 
responsibility,” he said. 

Supporters of the peace 
process emphasise “realism” 
when they explain the reac- 
tion of the Islamists to the 
Washington summit. 

When it comes to the King, 
observers say, there is no 
mistaking on whose side the 
people will stand; they are 


behind the King. The silent 
majority is supportive of the 
peace process observers said, 
citing the business-as-usual 
state of affairs in the King- 
dom^ Monday as a proof. 

King Hnssein acknow- 
ledged the stand of the peo- 
ple in the White House 
yesterday. 

“At this moment, I would 
like to share with you all the 
pride I have, in my people, 
tbe_ people of Jordan, and 
their maturity and their cour- 
age and, in what I believe I 
have been blessed with, their 
trust and confidence and I 
believe the commitzne T £ of 
the overwhelming majority to 
the cause of peace,” King 
Hussein said at the South 
Lawn of the White House 
after signing the Washington 
Declaration. 


Jordanian views differ on peace process, outcome 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — As His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin marked history with 
their first ever public meeting 
in Washington Monday, 
some Jordanians at home had 
markedly different views ab- 
out the Kingdom’s move to 
accelerate the peace process 
and move closer to peace 
with the Israelis. 

Many business people ex- 
pressed hope that peace will 
result in an economic and 
social unity between Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas which, they believe, 
will reap great benefits for 
Jordan. Meanwhile, tradi- 
tional Jordanian nationalist 
politicians expressed anger at 


and frustration with the 
peace policy which they see - 
as undermining Jordan’s 
long-term independence and 
character. 

Business magnates like Dr. 
Kamal Shaer, who heads one 
of the largest engineering 
consultancy companies in the 
Middle East — Dar Al Hand- 
aseb, is one Jordanian who 
has great hopes for the fu- 
ture. 

“I am. a firm believer that 
peace is coming; one of the 
side products of the peace 
will be the development of 
the Palestinian economy 
which will not only be econo- 
mically beneficial for us, but 
win also contribute to stabil- 
ity in this region as a whole,” 
said Dr. Shaer. 

“It is a long process, bull 
believe it will ultimately lead 


to greater prosperity for all in 
this region,” be added. 

Dr. Shaer, who is a mem- 
ber of Jordan’s 40-seat Sen- 
ate, speaks of a “common 
market” (Jordanian- 
Palestiman market) with fu- 
ture expansion which would 
include Egypt, Syria and 
Lebanon and with some eco- 
nomic cooperation with 
Israel. 

“After all,” says Dr. 
Shaer, “we were one coun- 
try. So why should we not at 
least have one market? The 
Jordanian dinar is already the 
most favourite currency in 
tiie occupied territories.” 

Dr. Shaer, along with 
other Jordanian business- 
men, like Khalil Talhouni 
and Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
have already invested in both 
Jordan and Palestine of the 


future. 

All three business tycoons 
have invested in the Palestine 
Company for Development 
and Investment (PCDI), a 
' $200-million-Palestinran 
offshore public shareholding 
company registered in Liber- 
ia, which elected Dr. Shaer, a 
native of Salt, as president of 
tiie board of trustees. 

Dr. Shaer’s company 
already has sketches of pro- 
jects in the West Bank up on 
its office walls in Jabal Hus- 
sein. 

Likewise, Khalil Talhouni 
is preparing for the time of 
peace, financing the banding 
of one of the five new mega- 
hotels bring built outride Pet- 
ra to accommodate the in- 
creased flow of tourists Jor- 
dan is expected to get as a 
.result of the peace accords 


with Israel. 

But not all Jordanians are 
businessmen and not all are 

<ytumstic about the future of 
the Kingdom in times of 
peace with Israel. 

Highly vocal critic of 

ralestinian-Jordanian in- 
tegration, former Lower 
j^ment Deputy 
Dr. Ahmed Aweidi Abbacti 
jjasnrade it fats full-time job 
to bash normalisation policies 

5*1 JK° te ^ protection 
or Jordanian markets and of 

Jo S*? s identity. 

Wtii a doctorate degree in 
Pitied spence front Cam* 
bndge University, Dr. Abba- 
* ^ that “real peace” 
Jordan for Jonfo- 
“a«s‘>d “Palestine for the 
Palestinians.” 


(Con tinned on pa p 



Actor Gene 
Kelly suffers 
mild stroke 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Gene Kelly, the acclaimed 
actor and dancer noted for 
both the elegance and athle- 
ticism of his dancing, was in 
stable condition Sunday after 
suffering a stroke, a hospital 
spokesman said. “He’s rest- 
ing comfortably. He suffered 
a mfld stroke,” said UQLA 
Medical Centre spokesman 

Chris Woodson. Kelly, 8L 
best known for the musicals 
Singm’ In The Rain and An 
American In Paris, was 
admitted to the hospital 
Saturday afternoon, Mr. 
Woodson said. It was not 
certain whether he had suf- 
fered any permanent damage 
or when he would be re-, 
leased, Mr. Woodson said. 
Kelly won acclaim as an 
actor, choreographer, singer 
and director in a varied 
career that won him a special 
Academy Award, but he is 
known best for his exuberant, 
seemingly spontaneous danc- 
ing. “I belonged to the sweat- P 
shirt generation and wanted 
to make the dance, in cos- 
tume and movement, akin to 
the world we were living in,” 
Kelly once said. “I wanted to 
dance (like) sailors, fighters, 
steel workers and truck driv- 
ers.” Kelly was awarded a 
special Academy Award m 
1951 “in appreciation of his 
versatility as actor, singer, 
director and dancer, and 
especially for his brilliant 
achievements in the art of' 
choreography on film.” The 
former dancer and actor was 
hospitalised in May in San 
Francisco for nine days, for 
treatment of cellulitis — a 
bacterial infection of the 
skin, in his right leg, St 
Mary’s Medical Centre had 
said then. 


U.K. mother: 
baby lost weight 
during kidnap 


LONDON (R) — A British 
mother whose baby was kid- ' 
napped just boors after bfrtfa 
said Monday she was shocked 
at her daughter’s weight loss 
when she was returned to her 
16 days later. Karen Hum- 
phries told the Daily Mirror 
newspaper her baby had lost fi 
13 ounces (370 grams) when 
found by police in a house in 
the central England city of 
Nottingham after a nation- 
wide search. “When they 
brought her back to me I was 
shocked at how tiny she 
was,” Humphries said. The 
abduction of baby Abbie, 
whose weight dropped to 
eight lb three ounces (3.7 kg) 
from a healthy nine lb (4.1 
kg), stunned the British pub- 
lic. “Everyone has said how 
the woman who took Abbie 
had cared for her and looked 
after her. But in my opinion 
she didn’t know what she was 
doing,” said Humphries, a 
former health worker. “I 
would have expected her to 
be well beyond her birth 
weight. As a midwife, I 
would have been very con- 
cerned with a baby who was 
losing weight like that.” But 
the abduction apparently did 
not harm the child. “She’s 
fine. She's veiy contented. 
There are no problems at alL 


Clinton rocks 
‘N’ rolls at reunion 
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HOT SPRINGS. Ark. (AP) 

— He mingled with old bud- 
dies, posed for pictures and 
danced to ‘60s rock ‘N’ roll. 

By all accounts. President 
Mr. Clinton had a ball at his ^ 
30-year high school cJ”** ^ 
reunion. Mr. Clinton and his 
fellow baby boomers from 
the Hot Springs High School 
class of ‘64 partied from 
Saturday night into Sunday 
morning in the ballroom of 
the Arlington Hotel, scene of 
their senior prom. “It’s just 
Uke 1964 when we did it the 
first time,” classmate David 

Leopoulos said as the private 
party rocked toward mid- 
night. “He’s dancing with 
mends, visiting with every- 
one. “He’s taking part in 
everything just as if there's 
nothing else going on m the 
world.” Security was tight 
but not stifling as Secret Ser- 
vice agents closed off the 
hotel’s second floor. The 
crowd of more than 300 be- 
gan gathering before 7 p.m. 
Saturday. Mr. Clinton ar- 
rived around 8:30 p.m. and 
spent 20 minutes posing for 
pictures and exchanging hugs 
and slaps on the back from 
old classmates. He eventually 
got into the swing of things, 
mingling with old friends and ft 
dancing occasionally as a disc 
jockey played “twist and 
Mout” and other pop hits 
from the '60s. 
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